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From London to Santiago the verdict on Pinochet brings anger and joy 
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Victors’ relatives in Santiagolisten anxiously to the ruling A demonstrator celebrates outside the London hospital Supporters at Chile’s Pinochet Foundation cry in dismay Police outriders wait outside the clinic’s entrance 

Judgment day beckons 



Michael White 
and Jamie Wilson 


T HE Home Sec- 
retary, Jack 
Straw, was last 
night facing 
acute pressure 
to give his con- 
sent tor extradi- 
tion proceedings to begin 
against General Augusto Pi- 
nochet after the law lords un- 
expectedly ruled that the far- 
mer dictator of Chile is not 
Immune from prosecution tor 
the savage acts committed In 
his name. 

As the government In Santi- 
ago promised to fight the 
action to the bitter end, 
Downing Street immediately 
joined forces with Home 
Office officials to stress that 
Mr Straw’s decision on 
whether to allow a full hear- 
ing at Bow Street magistrates 
court or to send Pinochet 
home, will be taken in a 
quasi-judicial capacity, not a 
political one. 

The distinction is often a 
One one, and the current cam- 
paign to hold the world’s 
more bloodthirsty dictators to 
account for crimes against 
humanity will be hard for the 
Home Secretary to ignore as 
legal submissions flood in 
from both sides in the next 
few days. 

Pew Labour MPs at West- 
minster last night believed 
that Mr Straw, himself a bar- 
rister, 'has any choke but to 
endorse yesterday's 3-2 rul- 
ing. It was made from the red 
leather -benches of the House 







of Lords just 24 hours after 
the rituals and controversy of 
toe Queen’s Speech. 

Yesterday’s drama was 
heightened because the first 
two law lords to speak — 
Lords Lloyd and Stynn — con- 
firmed the High Court deci- 
sion in October that the gen- 
eral, who ruled Chile from 
1973 to 1990, enjoys “sover- 
eign immunity" as a former 
head of state. 

Only when Lords Steyn and 
Haftknan (both South Afri- 
cans), and in a crucial sur- 
prise, Lord NichoHs, gave 
their opinions did gasps of as- 
tonishment crane from the 
public gallery. 

In the defining moment, 66- 
year-old Lord NichoHs ruled 
that no one, not even a head 
of state, could get away with 
certain abhorrent crimes. 
“International law has made 
plain, that certain types of 
conduct, including torture 
pnri hostage-taking, are not 
acceptable conduct on the 
part of anyone,’’ he said. .. 

Between now and next 
Wednesday, unless magis- 
trates grant extra time, the 
Home Secretary will act 
under , the terms of the 1989 
Extradition Act, signed by 
both Britain and Spain, 
where a magistrate triggered 
the crisis by accusing Pino- 
chet of genocide and torture. 

There was jubilation among 
rfh-ilftnn exile groups in Lon- 
don and across Europe. The 
French -National Assembly 
broke into spontaneous ap- 
plause on. hearing the news, 
which some analysts predict 
will create a new dimate of 
accountability In Interna- 
tional law. 

Others fear a chaotic crop 
of tit-for-tat legal actions 
around the world. “It's great 
politics, but bad law” said 
one leftwing Labour barrister 
MP. “John Major could be ar- 
rested in America at the be- 
hest of .Saddam Hussein," 
warned a Tory ex-minister. 

The delight of the left was 
matched by the reciprocal ve- 
hemence of the pro-Pinochet 
lobby, led by his old ally. Bar- 
oness Thatcher. She insisted 
that the general, whose 83rd 
birthday fell yesterday, was 
too “old, frail and sick" to go 
on trial. . 

Pinochet, now in Grove-, 
lands Priory Hospital; north 
London, should be' allowed 



The engines 
revved as the 
general sat 
waiting to 
make his 
final getaway 


Nick Hopkins . 
and Jamie Wilson 


G ENERAL Pinochet 
was feeling quite 
buoyant in the min- 
utes before the 
House of Lords Judgment- 
began, and had asked to sit 
close to the ambulance 
which had been requis- 
itioned to spirit him away. 

With his daughter Lucia 
and a number of Chilean 
senators fussing over him 
at the Grovelands Priory 
hospital in Southgate, 
north London, the talk was 
of returning home, where it 
is the middle of summer, 
and getting out of the mis- 
erable cold. 

Pinochet didn’t intend to 
Unger a moment longer 
than was necessary once 
the verdict came. 

Hie police, too, seemed to 


know he was on his way. As 
2 pm approached, the out- 
riders which were to escort 
him to a plane at RAF Brize 
Norton in Oxfordshire were 
revving their engines, and 
the 40 police officers posi- 
tioned outside the clinic to 
keep an eye on the 30 noisy 
demonstrators began to 
nudge and wink. 

“Get ready,” confided 
one rather excitedly. 
“We’ve just been told . . . 
the release is imminent.” 

The protesters sensed all 
was lost as the officers 
fanned out, and when word 
spread that the five law 
lords had entered the cham- 
ber, the singing and drum 
banging which had started 
five hours before stopped. 

At Westminster, there 
was fidgeting on the wool- 
sack. 

The chairman of the 
panel. Lord Slynn, rose 
first. His verdict was pithy. 

“I would hold that the 
respondent as a former 
head of state Is Immune 
from arrest.” 

Lord Lloyd was also 
abrupt, deflating the pro- 
testers gathered in the pub- 
lic gallery. 

"In my opinion the state 
of Chile is entitled to claim 
immunity for Senator Pino- 
tum to page 3. column l 
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General Augusto Pinochet does not have immunity from arrest, the law lords ruled yesterday photoqraph: Santiago llanqum 


home on compassionate 
grounds, she argued. William 
Hague agreed and accused the 
governments Incompetence. 

Compassion is one of the 
tour grounds on which Mr 
Straw, who had not yet read 
the law lords’ ruling last 
night, could intervene. The 
others are less subjective, and 
seek to establish whether the 
alleged offences are extradic- 
table, whether they were, po- 
litical -in nature, and — a 
bane of extradiction battles— 
whether the papers in the 
case are in order. 

If Mr Straw gives the nod to 
extradition proceedings, the 
battle is fer from over. Should 
the general lose the fight, his 
lawyers win appeal to the law 
lards before he Is flown to 
Spain. The final decision 
could then be In Mr Straw's 
lap again. It will all take 
months. 


The 300-page formal request 
from the Spanish government 
for Pinochet’s extradition 
landed on the Home Secre- 
tary’s desk on November 11. 
The document anmgfwji him of 
genocide, torture and terror- 
ism and Implicates the gen- 
eral in 3,178 murders or “dis- 
appearances" during his 17- 
year rule. 

Tbetfe are also arrest war- 
rants pending against the 
general from the Swiss and 
French authorities, although 
these win only come into ef- 
fect if the Spanish warrant 
fells. 

Yesterday’s decision means 
that, health permitting, the 
general will be required to 
appear before Bow Street 
magistrates next Wednesday. 


Tba Pinochet affair, 
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A testimony of horror 


Extract from the Spanish warr a nt for the extradi- 
tion of General Pinochet: 

“The most usual method was The grill’ consisting of a 
metal table on which the victim was laid naked and his 
extremities tied and electrical shocks were applied to the 
lips, genitals, wounds or metal prosthesis; also-two 
persons, relatives or friends, were placed in two metal 
drawers one on top of the other so that when the one 
above was tortured the psychological impact was felt by 
the other; on other occasions the victim was suspended 
from a bar by the wrists and/or the knees, and over a 
prolonged period while held in this situation electric 
current was applied to him, cutting wounds were in- 
flicted or he was beaten; or the ‘dry submarine' method 
was applied, ie placing a bag on the head until close to 
suffocation, also drugs were used and boiling water was 
thrown on various detainees to punish them as a fore- 
taste for the death which they would later suffer." 


aftermath of Hurricane Mitch the facts speak for themselves,. . 
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i Without waiting for outside help, local communities have sprung 
Into action to provide assistance to those left destitute. 

However, they lack even the basics such as clean water, food. 
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! Concern Worldwide's emergency team will be working through I 
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| emergency work in Central America. 
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The Pinochet affair 


Thg Guardian Thursday November 26 1998 

The ice is broken not only 

for heads of state but for 

other mass murderers’ 

Human Rights Watch 
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in his 
time 


Political dilemma:The next 
steps. Jamie Wilson, Clare Dyer 
and Ewen Macaskill report 


Y ESTERDAY’S deci- 
sion. by the House of 
Lords that General 
Au gusto Pinochet 
does not have im- 
munity from prosecution 
firmly thrusts the Pinochet 
affair back into the political 
arena. 

The job of deciding the fate 
of the 83-year-old former Chil- 
ean dictator will now Call to 
the Home Secretary Jack 
Straw, who has until Decem- 
ber 2 to decide whether to 
allow the formal Spanish 
request for extradition to be 
heard by the courts. 

Rumour has been circulat- 
ing at Westminster for weeks 
that Mr Straw would allow 
the general to fly home in def- 
erence to Chile’s internal 
peace process. 

Mr Straw and senior legal 
advisers to the government 
are said to be keen to end the 
drama and would use the do- 
mestic pact in Chile, whereby 
left and right agreed to leave 
Pinochet alone, as justifica- 
tion for allowing him home. 

There is also believed to be 
concern that a decision to ex- 
tradite the general could 
leave the Government open to 
claims of hypocrisy; Britain 
has no more right to upset the 
delicate balance of Chile's in- 
ternally-agreed peace process 
than the Chileans have to in- 
volve themselves in Northern 
Ireland. 


Whatever Mr Straw decides 
it will herald what Is certain 
to be another long and pro- 
tracted legal bailie over Pino- 
chet’s future- The Home 
Office has been keen to stress 
that the matter will remain In 
the Hands of the judiciary as 
the Home Secretary’s deci- 
sions in extradition matters 
can he appealed through the 
courts. 

The 300-page formal request 
from the Spanish government 
fbr Pinochet’s extradition 
landed on the Home Secre- 
tary's desk on November 11. 
Drafted by campaigning 
Spanish judge Baltasar Gar- 
zon and approved by the 
Spanish cabinet, the docu- 
ment accuses Pinochet of 
genocide, torture and terror- 
ism and implicates the gen- 
eral in 3.178 murders or ■■dis- 
appearances” during his 17- 
year rule. 

There are also arrest war- 
rants pending against Pinochet 
from the Swiss and French au- 
thorities, although these will 
only come Into effect If the 
Spanish warrant falls. 

Mr Straw could decline to 
issue the order. But in prac- 
tice, lawyers say the Interna- 
tional Convention on Torture, 
which obliges signatories like 
Britain to prosecute or extra- 
dite, will force him to act If 
he declines, he is certain to 
face an application for Judi- 
cial review. 



Barbed wire with a message outside the Grovelands Priory Hospital where Pinochet is staying. Right: his eldest son, August© Pinochet Hiriart, reacts to the Lords ruling in Santiago 


Mr Straw will take four cri- 
teria into account when he 
makes his decision. Whether 
or not the the alleged offences 
are extradition crimes; if the 
request has been properly au- 
thenticated; if the offences are 
political (such a ruling pre- 
vented former MI5 agent 
David Shayler being extra- 
dited from France last week); 
and if there are any compas- 
sionate circumstances. 

Mr Straw Is being advised 
on his options by a leading 
QC. James Turner, and is 
open to representations until 
November 30. 

Lawyers for Pinochet have 
spent the last two weeks pre- 


paring submissions, believed 
to hi g hli g ht the ramifications 
of the Pinochet case on the 
delicate political situation in 
Chile. 

Britain’s extradition pro- 
cess Is one of the slowest in 
the world, and lawyers 
reckon Pinochet could lan- 
guish in Bri tain for at least 
two years. If Mr Straw allows 
it to proceed, the matter will 
return to the magistrates 
court 

The magistrate will con- 
sider whether the crime is an 
extraditable — an offence 
which warrants at least 12 
months in prison — whether 
it is a crime in Britain and 


Spain, and whether the of 
fences are political offences. 

If the magistrate remands 
Pinochet in custody to await 
extradition, he can apply tor 
habeas corpus (an application 
for release on the grounds of 
unlawful detention). 

Repeated applications for 
habeas corpus delayed the ex- 
tradition of Lorain Osman, 
accused of fraud in Hong 
Kong, for seven years and for 
tour years the extradition of 
the British Bhagwan women, 
Susan Hagan and Saffy-Anne 
Croft to stand trial in the US. 

So tor Pinochet has made 
one application for habeas 
corpus, as well as judicial 



The next steps for the Home 
Secretary: 

□ December 2: Jack Straw 
decides whether to allow 
the formal Spanish request 
for extradition to be heard 
by the courts. He is being 
advised by a Leading QC, 
and is open to representa- 
tions until Monday. 

□ Mr Straw will base bis 
decision on four criteria: 

whether the alleged of- 
fences are extradition 
crimes: 

if the request has been 
properly authenticated: 

if the offences are of a 
political nature; 


if there are any compas- 
sionate circumstances. 

□ If Mr Straw issues an 
authority to proceed, the 
matter will return to the 
magistrates court. 

□ If the magistrate decides 
to commit Pinochet to cus- 
tody to await extradition, 
he can apply for habeas 
corpus (an application for 
release on the grounds that 
he is unlawfully held). 

□ If Mr Straw does not 
issue an authority to pro- 
ceed he will almost cer- 
tainly receive an applica- 
tion for judicial review. 


review, but there Is likely to 
be plenty of scope for more as 
the extradition process goes 
on. Once the legal process is 
exhausted, if Pinochet has 
been unsuccessful the Home 
Secretary wifi again have a 
discretion whether or not to 
surrender him. 

He could decide not to do so 
on the grounds of old age or 
poor health, but again his dis- 
cretion would be subject to 
Britain's international treaty 
obligations and any refusal to 
surrender could be open to ju- 
dicial review. 

If Mr Straw decides next 
week that Pinochet should 
not be extradited to Spain be 
will find himself in conflict 
with the majority of the 
Labour Party, both among his 
cabinet colleagues and with 
grassroots support 

Many members of the Cabi- 
net were among Pinochet's 
most ardent critics while he 
was in power. When the gen- 
eral was arrested on October 
16 word went out that the For- 
eign Secretary. Robin Cook, 
was privately '’delighted”. 
Trade Secretary Peter Man- 
delson went one step further, 
declaring in an interview that 
it would be ‘‘gut wrenching” 
to see Pinochet granted diplo- 
matic immunity. 

But while the Labour Party 
was for the first time united 
behind Mr Mandelson, a few 
days later reality was begin- 


ning to set in at Downing 
Street A major diplomatic in- 
cident was looming and the 
order went out that ministers 
should refrain from making 
personal comments about the 
affair and treat it as a purely 
judicial matter. 

Yesterday an aide tor Mr 
Mandelson said he would not 
be commenting on the law 
lords’ ruling. Asked why Mr 
Mandelson had commented at 
the time of the arrest, the 
spokesman said Mr MandeL- 
son's phrase "gut- wrenching” 
bad referred to Pinochet’s 
grounds for claiming diplo- 
matic Immunity but he had 
no view on whether he should 
be extradited. 

No-one at Westminster will 
believe that Just as they win 
not believe other ministers 
who claim neutrality. 

Yesterday a veteran left- 
winger, who was not directly 
involved with the Chilean 
protesters, warned that Mr 
Straw could not let Pinochet 
go. 

He added that Mr Straw 
could easily wash his hands 
of the af&ir by saying he 
would respect the wisdom of 
the law lords. As for pleas by 
Pinochet's supporters to 
release him on compassionate 
grounds, he could leave that 
for the Spanish to decide. 

A number of ministers have 
been subject to a disinforma- 
tion campaign run by sup- 


porters of the general. It was 
alleged that Chile under the 
rule of Salvador Allende was 
also subject to gross viola- 
tions of human rights; a claim 
roundly rejected by Amnesty 
International. 

Yesterday’s decision means 
that, health permitting, Pino- 
chet win make his first public 
appearance since his arrest 
on October 16 at Bow Street 
magistrates court on Decem- 
ber 2. 

Last night Pinochet 
remained at the Grovelands 
Priory Hospital in north Lon- 
don, although he Is almost 
certain to be moved within 
the next few days. Friends of 
the general, including Robin 
Birley, the stepson of the late 
Sir James Goldsmith, and 
Taki Theodoracopulus. the 
Spectator columnist, are 
reported to be backing a fluid 
to rent a secure retreat for Pi- 
nochet and his staff. 

The general’s bail condi- 
tions stipulate that he can 
only be moved after agree- 
ment with the Metropolitan 
Police commissioner, lawyers 
representing the Government 
of Spain and Bow Street mag- 
istrates court. 


Road the full PVnodwt 
judgment and have your say 
on the rating at the Guardian 
website: 

bttp^/raports^iuifdian. 

cooik/piiiochet/ 
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For tyrants round the world, alarm bells start to ring 


International implications: 

Decision suggests that Amin 
and others could now face 
extradition, Ian Black reports 


H AILED as a "wake- 
up call to tyrants 
around the world,” 
the Pinochet judg- 
ment could release a flood of 
demands to extradite Former 
heads of state or others who 
think they have immunity 
from prosecution. 

Esctatic human rights ac- 
tivists said Id! Amin, the for- 
mer Ugandan president, now 
living in Saudi Arabia, may 

face caffe for punishment for 
murdering hundreds of thou- 
sands of people during his 
bloody rule in the 1970s. 
Indonesia's President Su- 


harto. though still in office, 
might in theory be targeted 
tor his role in the 1965 coup 
and subsequent takeover of 
East Timor. So migbt "Baby 
Doc" Duvalier of Haiti, in ex- 
ile in France. 

Only on Tuesday. Belgium's 
Justice ministry said diplo- 
matic immunity would pro- 
tect Congolese President Lau- 
rent Kabila against criminal 
charges filed -against him 
ahead of a visit to Brussels. 

Three lawsuits have been 
filed accusing Kabila of 
h uman rights abuses during 
his overthrow of dictator Mo- 


How the drama unfolded 


□ September 22: Pinochet 
arrives in London. 

□ October 9: Undergoes back 
surgery at the London Clinic 
near Harley Street 

□ October 14: Magistrates 
court in Madrid contacts Met- 
ropolitan police via Interpol 

about Pinochet’s presence in 
Britain. Provisional warrant 
Issued. 

□ October 16: Pinochet ar- 
rested in his hospital bed. 

□ October 19: Chilean am- 
bassador protests to Foreign 
Office. 

□ October 21: Tony Blair de- 
nies that Britain is acting for 
political reasons. 

□ October 22: Baroness 
Thatcher mils for Pinocher s 


immediate release. Second, 
more detailed, provisional ar- 
rest warrant issued. 

□ October 25: Group of Chil- 
ean immigrants in Sweden 
seek to have Pinochet charged 
with murder and kidnapping 

in Spain. 

□ October 26: In Geneva, 
state authorities request Pino- 
chet's arrest over the 1977 dis- 
appearance of a Swiss -Chilean 
student. In Paris, a Franco- 
Chilean human rights group 
files a lawsuit demanding Pin- 
ochet’s extradition. 

□ October 27: Britons are 
warned by the Foreign Office 
against travelling to Chile. A 
group of British-based Chil- 
ean exiles lodges a Formal bid 


butu Sese Seiko in May 1997 

and In the subsequent war 
against Rwandan and Ugan- 
dan-backed rebels. 

Heads of state, serving and 
former, who might be af- 
fected. are few and tor be- 
tween. But yesterday's ruling, 
on a narrow point of law. has 
far wider implications. 

“International law has long 
been clear that genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against hu- 
manity can be tried In any 
court, but that has been more 
a proposition in legal trea- 
tises than one which govern- 
ments were willing to act 
upon," said Kenneth Roth of 
the New York-based group 
Human Rights Watch, 

“Britain's decision has 
made that theoretical legal 
proposition something that 
governments are willing to 
act upon. And the ice is bro- 
ken not only for heads of state 


for him to be tried in Britain 
on torture charges. 

□ October 28: High Court 
rules that Pinochet's arrest 
was illegal- He remains in cus- 
tody pending appeal to the 
House of Lords. Attorney- 
General John Morris refuses 
to give consent for him to be 
tried in Britain. 

D October 30: Pinochet 
bailed on condition he 
remains under police guard at 
Grovelands psychiatric hospi- 
tal in north London. 

□ November 6: Spain issues 
formal extradition request 
C November 11; Request ar- 
rives on Jack Straw's desk. 
November 24: Law Lords 
allow extradition process. 


but for other mass 
murderers." 

With a campaign gathering 
force to indict Saddam Hus- 
sein and other Iraqi officials 
for crimes against humanity, 
the judgment strengthens the 
willingness of democratic 
governments to take human 
rights crimes out of the realm, 
of diplomacy and leave them 
to the courts. 

“Even If a government is 
sympathetic to an ex-dictator, 
if the judiciary is anything 
like semi-independent then 
the kind of thing that has hap- 


pened in London can happen 
elsewhere,” said one western 
diplomat. “So if you were a 
retired dictator you would 
have to be pretty certain that 
the government of the 
country you wanted to visit 
bad the judiciary under con- 
trol before you went there. 
Safe havens are looking 
dodgier.” 

Experts dismissed sugges- 
tions — put forward by oppo- 
nents of extraditing Pinochet 
— that in the wake of the rul- 
ing Baroness Thatcher might 
face trial for ordering the 


sinking of the Argentine flag- 
ship Belgrano during the 
Falklands war. or successive 
British prime ministers for 
violence in Northern Ireland. 

States will be forced to 
think harder about the 
human rights aspects of for- 
eign policies, with Nato and 
the European Union embar- 
rassed by a bitter row be- 
tween Turkey and Italy over 
Ankara's demands to extra- 
dite the leader of the Kurdish 
PKK. Abdullah Ocalan. 

And governments have suf- 
fered a blow to their tradi- 


tional preference for avoiding 
anything that affects their 
ability to deal discreetly with 
other governments: Britain's 
relations with Chile would 
clearly have been simpler if 
the law lords had not ruled as 
they did yesterday. 

The judgment also weakens 
the realpolitik arguments 
that governments like to use, 
at least in private: for exam- 
ple, that insisting too strongly 
that dictators be punished 
could make it harder to se- 
cure peace or persuade them 
to surrender power. 


Human rights activists 
point out that the indictments 
of the Bosnian Serb leaders. 
Radovan Karadzic and Ratko 
Mladic, helped the parties 
reach agreement on the Day- 
ton peace accord that ended 
the war. 

The ruling could also boost 
the prospects oT the fledgling 
International Cri m inal Court, 
which is being set up to stamp 
out the worst human rights 
abuses and which would spe- 
cifically have the right to try 
heads of state- Britain signs 
up to the court next week. 
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The ruling offends in an 
extremely grave fashion the 
dignity of our country 1 

Chilean army statement 



* 


verdict 

opens 

Chile’s 



wounds 


Reaction: The ruling sparked 
scenes of wild delight in Santiago, 
reports Elizabeth Love 


Anita Gonsalez (left), who lost her husband, two sons and daughters-in-law daring the Pinochet regime, hags her daughter Patricia in Santiago yesterday photograph: eras bouroncle 


N ews of. the law 
lords’ . ruling 
against Pinochet 
sparked dancing 
in the streets, 
cheers and hugs among hun- 
dreds^ delighted Chileans 
while- foe -former dictator's 
supporters angrily vowed to 
oontinde fi ghting to bring the 
aging general home. 

President Eduardo Frei. 
said the . government wquld 
fight the Spanish extad&Ian. 
request in court. Santiago's 
position is ihat a Chilean citi- 
zen cannot be tried in a for- 
eign court for acts committed 


in Chile and that Pinochet 
held riipTnimafi r immunit y. Its 
defence of the senator would 
concentrate solely on legal 
issues and not address the 
charges filed against him by a 
Spanish judge for the deaths, 
tortures and disappearances 
during his 17-year rule. 

In a televised address after 
the ruling. Mr Frei urged Chil- 
eans to behave in a "serene 

foaffi pn , prid- 
ing: ‘-"me §tabmtywe have 
bofit is one Of our greatest 
strengths as a nation.” 

He said he wouUl send mes- 
sages to London and Madrid 


today, and would said the 
Chilean, foreign minister, 
Jos6 Miguel Insulza, to both 
capitals to argue the Chilean 
government’s position. The 
judgment prompted a meeting 
of the National Security 
Council yesterday afternoon. 

The Chilean army released 
a -statement noting its “pro- 
found frustration indignation 
and unease” with the ruling, 
addding: "It offends in an ex- 
tremely grave fashion the 
sovereignty and dignity of 
our country." 

The army also said it would 
work within the framework 


of the constitution to achieve 
Pinochet’s return. 

Pinochet's arrest polarised 
ChflMn society, which bad 
prided itself on a relatively 
smooth transition to democ- 
racy after a 1990 plebiscite. 

In a central Santiago plaza 
yesterday, more than 500 stu- 
dents, human rights activists 
and Pinochet opponents 
cheered and clapped when a 
youth appeared dressed as a 
law lord, in a black sheet and 
a wig fashioned from rolls of 
cotton. Confetti drifted 
through the air, commmuters 
honked horns, and the crowd 


broke into an ironic rendering 
of “Happy Birthday”. 

“You can't imagine the joy I 
am feeling right now. I’ve 
been waiting for this for so 
many years,” said Doribia 
Luengo, aged 71, whose son 
was executed by the militar y 
regime in 1986. "I said to my- 
self I just can't die until 1 see 
that justice is done.” 

Chileans clustered around 
televisions throughout the 
city to hear the ruling, which 
was broadcast live. Many 
opened champagne and sang 
the national anthem. 

"The totality of the argu- 


ments used by Pinochet sup- 
porters have been, proven 
wrong,” said Heman Montea- 
legre, a human rights lawyer. 

Across town, glum-faced Pi- 
nochet supporters gathered at 
the Pinochet Foundation, 
wiping away tears and an- 
grily vowing to bring their 
hero home. Pinochet's son 
Augusta told them: “Today 
there is no doubt that a sec- 
tarian political group has tri- 
umphed, but this is just one 
battle and not the war." 

The supporters milled 
about wearing badges that 
said "Thank you General Pi- 


nochet". They held portraits 
of the grey-haired general 
which bore one word, 
“immortal". 

“I find the ruling unfair," 
said Andrea Etcheverry, a 
businesswoman. ‘T regret the 
deaths that occurred early in 
the Pinochet government but 
he also brought well-being, 
peace and progress to the 
nation." 

Rightwing politicians who 
travelled to London to visit 
Pinochet described the ruling 
as an ofTence to, Chile’s 
national sovereignty. 

“Today an Chileans fed hu- 


miliated before a foreign 
nation," said Pablo Longuelra 
of the National Renovation 
Party. 

In the short term the ruling 
will only exacerbate tensions 
between the governing coali- 
tion of centre-left parties and 
the pro-Pinochet right, slow- 
ing foe passage of legislation. 

“While he is out oT Chile 
the right will not want to ne- 
gotiate about anything else. 
The best solution right now is 
for the British government to 
expel him,” said a political 
analyst, Guillermo Holtzman 
of the University of Chile. 


Activists celebrate ‘landmark 1 



Europe reaction: Widespread 
acclaim, but Spanish premier 
takes a cautious line, report 

Rory Carroll and Adela Gooch 


C HEERS, tears, dancing 
and champagne broke 
out at street parties 
across the world yesterday as 
human rights activists cele- 
brated the law lords’ decision, 
hailed by lawyers and politi- 
cal leaders as a historic rul- 
ing ensuring no tyrant was 
sate from justice. 

Condemnation from Chil- 
ean supporters of Augusta Pi- 
nochet and the Conservative 
Party did not dent the 
euphoria. 

Britain . . 

A cacophony of welcome from 
human rights groups and 
MPs frised Into a unified ap- 
peal to Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, to seize the mo- 
ment and extradite the for- 
mer dictator of Chile to Sp ain . 

Amnesty International 
haded the decision as mar- 
vellous. “Until today English 
law had been In disrepute. 
Now, quite clearly, the High 
Court does not represent 
English law- or interna t ional 
law. The law lords have said 
that very clearly today,’* a 
spokesman said. "We have al- 
ready asked the Home Secre- 
tary to give some indication 


of what he is going to do. He 
has informed our solicitor 
that he is inclined to see out 
the judicial process and ac- 
cept whatever the law lords 
decide. On that basis I would 
expect him to steer clear and 
to allow the extradition pro- 
cess to proceed.” 

Geoffrey Blndman, a solici- 
tor representing Amnesty and 
families of Pinochet’s alleged 
victims, said the ruling was 
the century’s most important 
case in human rights law. 

Labour MPs, including 
Tony Benn, Brian Sedgmore 
and Jeremy Uorbyn, pre- 
dicted Mr Straw would free 
enormous pressure to let the. 
extradition go ahead. 

The Parliamentary Human 
Rights Group, chaired by 
Labour backbencher Ann 
dwyd, expressed delight 
. Outside the Houses of Par- 
liament, anti-Pinochet pro- 
testers opened bottles of 
champagne and chanted: 
"Now Is foe time to pay for 
your crimes.” • 

“It’s wonderful, absolutely 
wonderful, ami on his birth- 
day too," said Alejandro Ga- 
tica, aged 42. Mr Gatica, a 
Chilean exile, said he had lost 


his tether under the Pinochet 
regime. “We’re going to have 
a big party tonight" 

Dissension came from the 
Tbry leader, William Hague. 
“It is damaging relations with 
Chile, a long-standing ally of 
our country, and causing in- 
stability in a country that is 
now democratic. The right 
and sensible decision would 
be for the Home Secretary to 
use his discretion and allow 
Senator Pinochet to return to 
his home country." 

Baroness Thatcher, the for- 
mer prime minister, said: 
“The Senator Is old, frail and 
sick, and on compassionate 
grounds alone should be 
allowed to return to Chile. 

“I remain convinced that 
the- national interests of both 
Chile and Britain would be 
best served by releasing him, 
which the Home Secretary 
has it in his power to do." 

The Chilean ambassador to 
Britain, Mario Artaza. said he 
hoped a festering diplomatic 
wound would be closed 
quickly. “This unfortunate 
situation has come between 
two very good friends." 

Spain 

The conservative prime; min- 
ister. Jos6 Maria Aznar, gave 
a muted response, promising 
to “respect the judicial pro- 
cess" while trying to mini- 
mise damage to relations with 
Chile. “We have always 
stressed our support for the 
democratic system in Chile.” 


A spokesman for investigat- 
ing magistrate Baitaiar Gar- 
zdn. who began the extradi- 
tion process six weeks ago, 
said he was “immensely satis- 
fied”. 

In Madrid, Isabel Allende, 
daughter of the Chilean presi- 
dent who died during the 1973 
coup that brought Pinochet to 
power, said: “This had be- 
come a symbolic case. It goes 
much further than Chile." 

France 
Politicians cm all sides ap- 
plauded. Relatives of the “dis- 
appeared" said a trial In Paris 
was now possible. “Ifs a vic- 
tory for law and morality," 
said william Bourdon. foe 
lawyer representing some of 
the families. 

Switzerland 

The International Commis- 
sion of Jurists said a human 
rights landmark had been set 
However, Bernard Bertossa, 
the prosecutor seeking Pino- 
chet's extradition, repeated 
criticism of the high levels of 
evidence demanded by Brit- 
ish courts to secure 
extradition. 

Belgium 

Adding Belgium to the list of 

countries that want to try the 
former dictator, Brussels 
magistrate Daniel Ver- 
meerscb issued an arrest war- 
rant after ruling that a com- 
plaint against Pinochet by 
four Chileans had merit 


Engines rewed, the general waited 


continued from page 1 
chet under the State Immu- 
nity Act 1978. I therefore 
dismiss the appeaL” 
-Two-nil to Pinochet. 
.Game over?- The camera- 
men in Southgate seemed to 
think.se and began jockey- 
ing for position outside the 
hospital gates. The protest- 
ers launched Into song, rec- 
ognising .that defeat was 

inevitable. ; 

"“Fools!” cried one: 

In the. angry hullabaloo, 
they missed the verdict of 
Lord Nicholls. 

“Under the correct inter- 
pretation of the law. Gen- 
eral Pinochet has -no immu- 
nity whatsoever."’ • 
Quickly, Lord Steyn, a 


liberal who had left apart- 
heid South Africa in the 
mid-1970s, was on his feet 

The chanting In South- 
gate continued as he spoke. 

' “Senator Pinoch et is not 
iwnrnng from the criminal 
process of this country, of 
which extradition forms 
part,” he said. 

Three minutes -Into the 
hearing. Two-alL One to 
go- ' 

- High tension. 

Lord Hoffman -would 
settle It. Be got to his feet 
and, like a well-trained 
thespian, prolonged the [ag- 
ony - with a needless 
preamble- ' , 

. “I have the advantage of 
reading in draft the 


speeches of my noble 
learned friends. Lord Nich- 
olls of; Birkenhead and' 
Lord Steyn.” he said, as 
Southgate fell quiet again. 

He rambled on. 

T agree with them that 
Senator Pinochet does not 
have immunity from prose- 
cution and I therefore, too, 
would allow the appeal.” , 

- It took afew moments for 
everyone to realise .what 
had happened, but then the 
chamber reverberated for 
the second time in 24 hours 
to the sound of muffled 

cheers." 

■ The reaction in north 
London was less restrained. 

The only people who 
could not believe It - were 


foe police, and perhaps Pi- 
nochet himself . 

- “They've got It wrong,” 
said one of the senior offi- 
cers outside the hospital, 
shaking his head dolefully 
as Champagne, was sprayed 
across the pavement “He’s 
definitely coming out” 


But Pinochet stayed put 
and nobody from his en- 
tourage emerged to explain 
how the former dictator 
had taken the news. 

Half an hour before the 
ruling was read out, an in- 
terpreter had gone from the 
House of Lords to the Pri- 
ory to read Pinochet, the 
judgment. The general lis- 
tened in disbelief. “Can you 
read it again?” he asked. 


W.& J. 

Graham's 


ESTABLISHED 



Sublime late ME. [- 
up, elevate < in med. L. = 
majestic; supreme; of th 
awakening feelings of aw- 
on high 0 archaic ) ; of pre 
nature and art; Cal 
emotion, by reason 
Of ideas, truths, etc.; 
thought, reality, or hi 
is sublime; a pinnacle 
excellence, the suprem 
in thought, arrangemer, 
an elevated sphere or 
Quintessence n. Th 
form or manifestation 


sublimer or L. sublimare lift 
is;] l.adj. exalted, lofty; 
ihest or noblest nature; 
leration; raised up, lifted 
lg {literary)-. Of things in 
sep reverence, or lofty 
jauty. or grandeur 1700; 
the highest regions of 
ity 1634. 2. n. that which 
ihievement, surpassing 
ee, the lofty or grand, 
[r style; 3. v. To raise to 
piritually) sublime 1609. 
Purest or most perfect 
570. Quintesse-ntial a. 
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David Brindle analyses the Government’s annual Family Expenditure Survey, based on diaries of their outlay kept by 6,400 households 
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Fun rivals food on 
UK shopping lists 


Soaring spending on leisure 
signals historic shift in priorities 


1900. 70 


90 9728 rt 


S PENDING on leisure 
goods and services 
will soon to outstrip 
spending on food in 
people’s household budgets, 
signalling a historic shift in 
domestic priorities. 

With the exception of a blip 
in 1991, when high interest 
rates forced housing spending 

tO an high food haa 

always taken the biggest slice 
of average household income. 

However, official figures 
today show that soaring lei- 
sure spending is now within 
an ace of overtaking food as 
the biggest heading on the 
household account. 

Of average household ex- 
penditure Of £328.80 a week, 
£55.90 now goes on food and 
non-alcoholic drink, but 
£55.10 goes on leisure goods 
and services. Housing costs 
£51.50 and motoring £46.60. 

Leisure spending includes 
such items as foreign holi- 
days (£9.10 a week), televi- 
sion, videos, computers and 
CD players (£6J50), and gam- 
bling (£4.20). including 
National Lottery tickets. 

Lesser leisure outgoings in- 
clude gardening (£2). sports 
A rid camping (£2.90), cinema 
ami theatre (£1) and news- 
papers and magazines (£2.90). 

The figures, in the annual 
government Family Expendi- 
ture Survey, are based on 
6.400 households. Each kept a 
diary of spending for two 
weeks and was interviewed i 
about other commitments and 
income. 

The survey report, Family 
Spending, says household ex- 
penditure varies from £96 a 
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Shopping bill 

Average weekly household expenditure, £ 
Miscellaneous Q E2LOO 
Tobacco j | £6.10 
Fares, other travel costs | | £8.10 
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Fuel and power { £12.70 1 
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Supermarkets cornering 
the market in foodstuffs 


week for the poorest tenth of 
households to £720 for the 
richest tenth. 

The report carries an analy- 
sis of chang es in average 
household expenditure since 
1960, showing that the share 
devoted to food has fallen 
from 31 per cent then to 17 per 
cent today. , . 

The share devoted to lei- 
sure goods and services has 
risen from 14 per cent in 1990, 
when figures were first iden- 
tified separately, to 17 per 

‘Household 
expenditure 
varies from 
£96 a week for 
the poorest tenth 
of households to 
£720 a week for 
the richest tenth’ 


cent That for housing has In- 
creased from 9 per cent In 
1960 to 16 per cent. 

Denis Down, editor of Fam- 
ily Spending, said the grow- 
ing relative cost of housing 
reflected the rise in home 
ownership from 36 per cent in 
1960 to 67 per cent today. 

The analysis shows that 
spending on margarine has 
grown to outstrip that on but- 
ter, that on tea has fallen be- 
hind that on coffee; and that 
on tobacco has plunged from 6 
per cent of average household 
budgets to just 2 per cent. 


However, a breakdown of the 
latter trend by income group 
shows that the fall has been 
almost exclusively among the 
bettcr-off. 

In what Mr Dawn called the 
“most remarkable" finding of 
the study, spending on ciga- 
rettes by the poorest fifth of 
households is shown to have 
stayed constant In real terms 
since 1968 — suggesting that 
health campaigns have yet to 
penetrate all tiers of society. 

"Whereas spending on 
tobacco has fallen, It simply 

has not changed for lower in- 
come groups.” he said. 

The analysis also demon- 
strates how the National Lot- 
tery has increased gambling. 
In " 1994/95. average lottery 
spending was 90p a house- 
hold: now it is £2,80. The pro- 
portion of households play ing 
lotteries has risen to mace 
than 70 per cent, compared 
with 55 per cent in 1994/95. V 

According to the survey, 
which is published by the 
Office for National Statistics, 
one Ln four households now 
has two or more cars or vans. 
rmri seven in 10 has at least 
one. . . . 

Of the richest tenth, of 
households, almost all have a 
vehicle and nearly three- 
quarters have at least two. 
More than one in five has 
three or more. 

Thirty-seven per cent of all 
households ln the South-east 
have two or more vehicles, 
and household spending in 
the region Is more than £60 a 
week higher than the national 
average, at £390.70. The 
North-east region has the low- 
est spending, at an average 
£277.30. 

Family Spending: Stationery 
Office; £39.50 


S upermarkets have : 

cornered the market 
for almost all food- 
stuffs. and are grabbing a 
growing share of sales of 
household goods and pet- 
rol, Family Spending 
indicates. 

The corner shop is hold- 
ing its own ln respect of 
tobacco and newspapers, 
and people still rely on the 
high street for electrical 
goods and cosmetics, the 
survey shows. 

Households in the survey 
were asked to record where 
they did their shopping. 
Overall, people spent 3.5 
times as much on food and 
non-alcoholic drinks at 
supermarkets as elsewhere. 

Of all food Items 
recorded, only fresh milk 
was bought in more quan- 
tity from other outlets — 
including doorstep delivery 
— than from supermarkets, 
although more households 
said they used super- 
markets to get their milk. 

People spent eight times 
more at supermarkets than 
elsewhere on breakfast 


cereals, six times as much 
on cheese, five times as 
much on biscuits and cakes 
and three times as much on 
eggs. 

Supermarkets also have 
more than 60 per cent of 
total alcohol off-sales, more 
than half the pet food mar- 


‘Comer shops are 
hokfing their own 
for sales of tobacco 
and newspapers, 
but supermarkets 
are grabbing a 
growing share 
of petrol sales’ 


ket and about a quarter of 
petrol and diesel sales. 

People still Look to 
specialist shops for batter- 
ies and light bulbs, only 25 
per cent of which are 
bought from supermarkets; 
for greetings cards and 


stationery, (supermarkets, 
12.5 per cent); and cosmet- 
ics and sun tan lotion (19 
percent). 

Local newsagents 
remains the main source of 
newspapers, selling 18 for ; 
every one sold by a super- 
market — and to a lesser 
extent of cigarettes, selling 
more than twice as many. 

More than two in three 
households recorded spend- 
ing on restaurant and cafe 
meals, and nearly half said 
they had eaten takeaway 
meals at home. ComMned 
weekly spending across all 
households on meals pre- 
pared outside the home av- 
eraged £ 11 . 20 . 

Spending on fruit juice, 
squashes and bottled water 

— buoyed by a boom in the 
latter — averaged £ 1.20 a 
week, twice that on coffee. 
Spending on fizzy drinks 
was £ 1 , twice that on tea. 

One in four households 
recorded purchase of 
women's underwear daring 
the fortnight of the survey 

— three times as many as 
bought men’s. 
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MrsMsrton 
survives. In a 
new form. 
Caroline 
Aheme's 
new sitcom, 
Mrs Merten 
and Malcolm, 
wm Impart of 
tbe initiative 



BBC1 pledges 
£30m for new 
star sitcoms 
to replace 
old favourites 


Janlne CUbson 
Media Correspondent 


B BC1 controller Peter 
Salmon will Invest £30 


LJ Salmo n will invest £30 
million in sitcoms next 
year in an attempt to find 
some new bits for the chan - 
nel as many series near 
their end. 

Long-running hits includ- 
ing; Birds of a Feather, One 
Foot in the Grave and Men 
Behaving Badly are to be 


| replaced by new projects 
from comedians : Caroline 
Aheme, Alan Davies, Dawn 
French and Jennifer 
Saunders. 

In September, the BBC 
pledged to improve sitcoms 
as part of its annual state- 
ment to licence fee payers. 
Of the 12 new series intro- 
duced last year, just four 
will return for a second 
series. But Mr Salmon said 
be intends to launch 30 
hours of new sitcoms from 


new and established per- 
formers and writers. 

- Among the projects he 
announced yesterday is a 
French and Saunders sit- 
com, Let Them Eat Cake: 
Too Much Son featuring 
Full Monty star Mark Addy 
as a British actor aiming 
for Hollywood success; 
Ballykissangel star 
Stephen Tomklnson in 
Squiue One and Caroline 
Aheme’s new sitcom, Mrs 
Merton and Malcolm, based I 


on a British Gas advertis- 
ing campaign. 

Birds of a Feather writers 
Laurence Marks and Mau- 
rice Gran will write one 
more series of their long- 
running sitcom Goodnight 
Sweetheart, but have devel- 
oped two new shows. Cry 
Wolf and Starting Out, for 
BBCl. 

Mr Salmon insisted that 
the older hits would not 
disappear entirely and that 
Men Behaving Badly and 


Stormont talks fail to yield breakthrough □ Mallon calls for new deadline amid mounting violence 



Frustrated Blair arrives in Dublin 


JatiftkMa 

kalahd Correspondent 


I^HKiNYBlalr arrived, in 
Irish Republic last: 
■quplght admitting firts- 
- ■station after meetings 
with Northern Ireland's polit- 
ical to 



pasfee- ^icreatgoin^ the' Good 

WaylpWWIMBt! v. 

He witt make history today 
as thefirst British prime min- 
ister to address both houses 
of the . Irish parliament^ He 
win receive a rousing recep- 
tion for his role in securing 
the deal, but willbeunable to 
reveal any initiative to set up 
the shadow executive and 
cross-border bodies envisaged 
in It. 

Mr Blair promised: "I am 
going to do everything '1 can 
to push it on. to keep the mo- 
mentum going.” 

Mr .Blair began his meet- 
ings at. Stormont House as 
Families Against Intimida- 
tion and Terror, an anti- 
terrorist pressure group, un- 
veiled figures showing 
paramilitary beatings and 
Shootings were on the- rise. 
They cited 157 incidents so far 
this month alone. 

Fears for the agreement 
were runderlined as David 
Trimble, First Minister, and 
Seamus MaBon, Deputy First 
Minister, fen out They even 
disagreed over how serious 
the logjam was, with Mr 
Trimble, leader of the Ulster 
Unionists, berating Mr Mel- 
lon, deputy SDLP leader, for 
labelling it a crisis. 

. There are two obstacles to 
progress. One is the long- 
standing controversy over 
whether Sinn. Fein can partlc- 




£ The greatest 
danger we face 
is lack of 
movement. . .1 
think it is 
essentials 
that this matter 
is wrapped up 
this week' or 
early next 
week. If not, 
there is a great 
danger that 
the political 
process . 
will lose . 
credibility’ 



Tony Blair with Seamus 

Marion, David Trimble and 


yesterday 
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ipate in the proposed power- 
sharing executive before the 
IRA begins to decommission 
its arms. The other is over the 
number and scope of govern- 
ment departments jn North- 
ern Ireland and north-south 
institutions. 

Ian Paisley, leader of the 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
which campaigned against 
the agreement, said he had 
asked Mr Blair three times if 
he would stick to his pledges 
to bah Sinn Fein from govern- 


ment if the IRA failed to start 
handing in its arms. Mr Pais- 
ley said Mr Blair bad each 
, time ducked the question. - 
Bob McCartney, leader of 
the UK Unionists, who also 
opposed the agreement said 
’after meeting Mr Blair; ‘T got 
the sense of a very demented, 
man who has not a damn clue 
of what he will do next.” 

But although there , is no 
Imminent solution to the 
issue of Sinn Fein's role, 
there Is progress over the size 


of the .executive. There Is also 
movement on the bodies to 
look at cross-border issues. 

The Ulster Unionists are 
keen to limit the number of 
ministries to seven. There are 
six Northern Ireland Office 
departments, and there is 
agreement that environment 
win be split into two. This 
proposal will give Sinn Fein 
Just one seat in the executive. 
But the UUP is likely to bend 
to the other parties' demand 
for 10 ministries, bringing the 


executive to 12, including Mr 
Trimble and Mr Mallon. 

Mr Mallon believes that un- 
less a deadline is imposed, 
violence may All the political 
vacuum. After the multi- 
party talks broke up in disar- 
ray last Christmas. Northern 
Ireland suffered a spate of vi- 
cious sectarian murder. 

He said: "The greatest dan- 
ger we face is lack of move- 
ment ... I think it is essential 
that this matter is wrapped 
up this week or early next 


week. If not there is a great 
danger that the political pro- 
cess will lose credibility.” 

Mr Trimble retorted: “It is 
not helpful to generate a 
sense of crisis when none ex- 
ists. Nor is it sensible to im- 
pose an artifical deadline. We 
are making progress." 

After Mr Mallon re-iterated 
their disagreement Mr Trim- 
ble said there were bound to 
be differences where leaders 
belonged to different political 
parties. 


HARLOTTE Jones 
. was safe and well to- 

rn aw hospital last night 
: after being found 

crying in a wood four miles 
from her home in .Warring-, 
tod, Cheshire, 2$ hours after 
she disappeared. . 

As Charlotte, aged three, 
recovered from her" ordeal, 
her mother Michelle, aged 24, 
was being held for question- 
‘tag bv detectives-. ‘ 

Doctors said Charlotte had 
many scratches and was suf- 
fering from exposure but was ■ 
* otherwise . well. Police had 
feared ahe could, not live 
through Another night in the 
-open. ; . , • ‘ „ , 

Ms Jones is believed to 
have led two officers to Gypsy 
- Wood near N«wton-le- Wil- 
lows; Merseyside, where 
-Charlotte was found at 9«3Qpm 
on Monday after a search in- 
volving divers, dogs, a heli- 
copter and hundreds of volun- 
teers had foiled, to find any 
■ itraceafher. 

PC Janet Crttchtey and pe* 
.tective Constable Mark Tbker 
. found Charlotte near an over- 


grown path They heard her 
whimpering and called out 
her name. . 

“.We were searching; a 
dense area of a wood, which 
was very dark and difficult 
under foot," said Ms Critch- 
ley; a Cheshire police child 
protection officer, at a. press 
conference yesterday.-. 

"Then we heard a child cry. 
It wasn't a pain cry. it was a 
distress cry. She: was dis- 
tressed and' upset and just 
wanted to be cuddled. We 
were dated to find her — very 
emotionaL’* 

. Ms Gritchley, aged 23 and 
the mother of a four-year-old 
son, said she was surprised 
that Charlotte; who did not 
appear to have moved, bad 
survived her ordeal .so welL 

“She’s -obviously a very 
resilient.' girl, ami hardy .... 
S he was to the centre of the 
wood, .surrounded by thistles, 
nettles and bracken. She just 
wanted .to-be picked up and 
loved.” . . ■; ' 

PC Toker picked her up 
from the brambles -and snug- 
gled her uiirier his coat 

The officers took her across 
theToad to Toll Bar Cottage, 
the borne of Bill Ashcroft. i 


“As I walked in from the 
kitchen, the police officer was 
sitting on a chair and he had 
the little girl in his arms,” 
said Mr Ashcroft “She was 
feeing him, keeping a tight 
hedd, with her head burled in 
his shoulder. . 

“I asked: ‘Is that the little 
girl who has been lost?'. I was 
really stunned .and had a 
lump in my throat The little 
girl didn't make a sound. She 
turned and looked at me and I 
could see from her face that 
she was scared.” 

The officers took her. to 
Warrington hospital, where ' 
consultant paediatrician Nick 
Wild said Charlotte was odd ! 
and wet when she arrived at 
the hospital- “She was hungry 
teal thirsty and to a little bit 
of distress. - 

“She hasn’t been ' able to : 
speak to us about it yet but , 
she's been quite chatty to the 
nursing staff on the ward,” 

He said ; Charlotte’s body 
temperature was low and she 
had many, scratches and 
abrasions to her face, hands, 
legs and. feet She bad proba- 
bly taken- off her shoes and 
socks and bad suffered expo- 
sure usuries. 


“Apart from the usual 
tender loving care, we have 
not had to give any additional 
treatment,” Dr Wild said. 

David Whitehead. Warring- 
ton's director of social ser- 
vices. said Charlotte needed 
peace, quiet and stability.' 
“We must consider very eare- 
ftiHy any possible psychologi- 
cal effects of. the past two 
days.” 

Detective Superintendent 
Kevin Hamilton, who is lead- 
ing the inquiry, said: “She Is 
obviously a tough little girt 
and hopefully her experience 
will be a fading memory as 
she gets older." 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Helen King; who is also in- 
volved in the inquiry and has 
a three-year-old daughter 
named Charlotte, added: 
“Charlotte's plight has 
touched the hearts of aQ of us 

police officers, members of 
the -public and members', cf 
the press." 

Mr Hamilton he ex- 
pected charges would follow 
soon. “There is a 24-year-old 
person- in custody. She baa 
yet to be interviewed. Xt 
would be quite wrong of me to 

disclose her identity." 






GPs failing 
to say sorry 
face ‘name 


and shame 1 


David Brindlo, Social 
Sendees Correspondent 


F amily doctors who 
refuse to apologise to 
patients following rul- 
ings by the health ser- 
vice ombudsman could be 
named in a change of policy. 

The ombudsman, Michael 
Buckley, yesterday said he 
was not convinced GPs de- 
served continued anonymity 
i£ after a fault is discovered, 
they “just shrug [their] 
shoulders and walk away”. 

His warning came as he 
published reports of two cases 
where doctors, whom he did 
not identify, had refused to 
apologise to patients for strik- 
ing them off their lists in 
ways that had been criticised. 

Although naming GPs 
could have a serious impact 
on their practices, the British 
Medical Asociation last night 
indicated it would not oppose 
such a move by the ombuds- 
man in cases where a ruling 
was not accepted. 

Simon Fradd. joint deputy 
chair of the association's GPs’ 
committee, said: 'The om- 
budsman has been eminently 
reasonable in his approach to 
this issue and if individual 
GPs choose to disregard a 
body of professional advice on 
good practice, they must suf- 
fer the consequences.” 
Complaints about patients 
being struck off have become 
a key issue for the ombuds- 
man; although doctors are not 
legally obliged to give reasons 
for doing so, professional 
bodies have given the stron- 
gest advice that they should. 

Mr Buckley said he had pre- 
viously thought that while it 
was appropriate for him to 
identify the NHS trusts be 
criticised, he should adopt a 
different approach towards 
local medical practices be- 
cause of their smaller size 
and different relationship 


Birds of a Feather would 
appear occasionally as 
mini-series or one-offs. He 
said his new shows would 
have “new agendas, for 
new sensibilities and new 
stars*’. 

Acknowledging BBCl 
had experienced “some dis- 
appointments on screen”, 
he said: “We’ve been work- 
ing very hard off-screen to 
develop new sitcoms . . . 
There is not a net curtain 
or a cardigan in sight.” 


with their patients. However, 
the behaviour or the GPs in 
the two cases investigated by 
his staff had caused him to 
take stock. He now wanted to 
hear professional and public 
views on whether the ano- 
nymity policy should change. 

In one case, a GP in the CnJ- 
derdale and Kirklees health 
authority area. West York- 
shire, had removed an elderly 
couple from his patient list 
after more than 40 years after 
a complaint about him by 
their daughter. 

Mr Buckley said: “1 note 
with grave concern the prac- 
tice's comment to me that 
they had told the woman that 
riie and her family would be 
removed from the list if she 
complained.” Although the 
ombudsman upheld the cou- 
ple's complaint and recom- 
mended the GP apologise, the 
doctor refused. 

In the second case, the om- 
budsman upheld a complaint 
that a GP in the Ayrshire and 
Arran health board area had 
acted precipitately in remov- 
ing a man from his list after 
an argument over a prescrip- 
tion. Again, the doctor 
refused to apologise. 

Mr Buckley said: “Can- 
didly, I do not regard it as sat- 
isfactory. at the end of what I 
hope is a thorough inquiry by 
my office ... that a GP can 
just shrug his or her 
shoulders and walk away 
without even saying sorry.” 

The cases are highlighted 
In the ombudsman’s six- 
monthly report of investiga- 
tions. Between April and 
September, his office received 
a record number of almost 
1,600 complaints. 

The report is the first to in- 
clude complaints about treat- 
ment, as well as administra- 
tive issues, since the 
ombudsman’s powers were 
extended in 1996 to include 
hospital clinical care, GPs 
and dentists. 


Ombudsman condemns hospital’s 
care of Legionnaire’s disease victim 


W ARRINGTON hospital 
has become one of the 


V V has become one of the 
first to be censured for poor 
clinical care by the NHS om- 
budsman. Its treatment of a 
patient who subsequently 
died was found to be 
“thoroughly unsatisfactory". 

The patient not named by 
the ombudsman but identi- 
fied by the hospital as Patrick 
McNicholas, had been suffer- 
ing Legionnaire's disease 
when admitted in 1996. 

The ombudsman found that 
his drip had become dis- 
lodged and bad not been put 
back for two hours, leaving 
him with bloodstained pyja- 
mas and sheets; that abnor- 
mal test results, showing ur- 
gent treatment was needed, 
were not seen or acted upon; 


and that he had to wait six 
hours to be seen by an anaes- 
thetist before he could be 
transferred to intensive care 
at another hospital 

When members of the fam- 
ily later attended a meeting to 
discuss their complaints, they 
were addressed repeatedly by 
the wrong name. 

The hospital trust told the 
ombudsman it accepted that 
standards of care had been 
“less than optimal”. Mike 
Deegan. the trust's recently- 
appointed chief executive, 
said yesterday; “I have of- 
fered my sincere apologies to 
Mr McNicholas’s family on 
behalf of the trust. The care 
that he received fell short of 
that which be and his family 
had a right to expect.” 


‘Savvy’ children 


know their ads 


Sarah Hah 


Charlotte Jones being cared for in Warrington hospital 
after being found in woodland 23 hours after she 
disappeared 


C HILDREN as young as 
five are aware of the 
power of advertising, 
according to research in de- 
velopmental psychology 
revealed yesterday. 

By school age, they under- 
stand that adverts are de- 
signed to promote a positive 
image; and by seven they 
know the aim of advertising 
is to sell products. 

“Children understand the 
intent behind advertising by 
seven or eight They’re far 
more savvy than we would be- 
lieve,” said the research’s 
author, Brian Young cf Exeter 
un iv ers i t y , who studied 100 

children aged four to nine. 

Sweden has already banned 
all advertising before, dur ing 
and Immediately after chil- 
dren's television, and intends 
to use its EU presidency in 
2001 to push for stricter Euro- 
pean laws on advertising. 

The fading s were welcomed 
by the Advertising Standards 
Authority, whose spokesman, 
Steve Ballinger, said: “The 
more aware children are of 
what an advert does, the less 
likely they are to be misled 
into buying something." 

The research involved chil- 
dren being shown a TV advert 
for face cream, and being 


asked to pick the correct end- 
ing from three. The first 
showed a woman beaming 
after using the product; the 
second, her with a blank ex- 
pression; and the third, with 
spots on her face. 

At age four, half the chil- 
dren chose the third, in the 
belief adverts existed purely 
to entertain. By five. 60 per 
cent chose the first, but by 
seven 80 per cent did so. 

Asked why, the five-year-olds 
indicated the ending should 
convey a positive product 
image, while seven-year-olds 
understood it was needed to 
sell it. “They had a sophisti- 
cated commercial under- 
standing.” Dr Young said. 

He added that, while chil- 
dren did not become cynical 
about adverts until the age of 
10, their awareness of adver- 
tising techniques ensured 
they could contend with its 
influence. “These children 
i are as capable as adults to see 
through adverts, and there's 
no evidence to suggest they 
are swayed by advertising in 
any different way to them.” 

He added that the research 
countered the Swedish argu- 
ment for increased regulation, 
saying: The fact they can 
understand the power of adver- 
tising means there's a much 
weaker case for treating them 
as a special audience.'' 
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6 WORLD NEWS 

Riches 
give US 
every 
reason 
to be 
thankful 



Report Julian Borger 


T HE supermarket aisles 
are buzzing and the air- 
ports are full to bursting 
with cheerful Americans 
heading home for the holi- 
days. The United States, 
which sits down to its 
Thanksgiving turkey today, 
has much to be than kful for. 

By almost every measure, 
the US population has liter- 
ally never had it so good. Not 
only are average incomes at 
an all-time high, but in a 
week which witnessed new 
stock exchange records, aver- 
age Americans ^nearly half of 
whom own stocks) have 
amassed family fortunes far 
beyond the dreams of their 
parents. 

The newly rampant bull 
market defies the prophecies 
of doom which followed the 
August crash. Despite linger- 
ing concerns that US stocks 
are hugely overpriced, for 
now the sheer exuberance of 
the US economy appears in- 
vulnerable to the storms rag- 
ing outside in Asia. Russia 
and Latin America. 

Unemployment at 4.6 per 
cent and inflation at 0.5 per 
cent are the lowest since the 
1960s. But standards of living 
are much higher than the 
Kennedy "Camelof’ years 
and better spread. 

Forty years ago, many 
black Americans lived in the 
shadow of the Jim Crow seg- 
regation laws. In 1996, there is 
a substantial black middle 
class, and black standards of 
living are improving more 
than any other segment of 
society. There is little wonder 
they turned out In force at the 
November 3 elections to save 
Bill Clinton. 

Americans not only are bet- 
ter off, they know they are 
better off. In a nation con- 
stantly taking its own pulse, 
the bliss index bas never 
known such heights. In a Gal- 
lup poll last month, a pbe- 
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Musicians tune up their instruments before the rehearsal for the Macy^s Thanksgiving parade in New York yesterday 


notnenal 85 per cent of those 
questioned said they were sat- 
isfied with their personal 
well-being, and a majority ex- 
pected things to get better in 
the next five years. In the sup- 
posedly Elysian Kennedy era, 
only 36 per cent of Americans 
reported being similarly con- 
tent. 

The disparity is hardly sur- 
prising. Kennedy's America, 
in the days of the Cuban mis- 
sile crisis, was living under 
the shadow of imminent nu- 
clear war. It bad just emerged 
from the Korean war and was 
sinking into the Vietnam 
morass which would ulti- 
mately cost the lives of 58.000 
US servicemen. These days, 
US casualties in the nation's 
foreign policing operations 
are rarely counted on the fin- 
gers of more than one hand. 

Even Saddam Hussein is a 
barely visible blip on the 
anxiety radar. Despite his al- 
leged arsenal or chemical and 
biological weapons, he is 
most often depicted in the 
mass media as a tin-pot 
buffoon. 

Americans are also less 


afraid of each other, for good 
reason. The murder rate is 
the lowest in 30 years and the 
number or serious crimes 
being reported to the police 
bas declined for six succes- 
sive years. 

“We regularly ask people 
what they think the most Im- 
portant problem facing the 
nation is." Karlyn Bowman, a 
pollster for the American 
Enterprise Institute, said. 

I “This year, there isn't one.” 

The feelgood factor has in- 
evitably infused Hollywood 
with its warm glow. The most 
recent crop of action films 
seems to be groping for a bad 
guy sufficiently menacing to 
send a chill through Ameri- 
can spines. The Peacemaker 
experiments with a Bosnian 
Serb carrying a nuclear bomb 
in a knapsack. This month's 
The Siege foils back on the old 
reliable Islamic fundamental- 
ists. but bends over back- 
wards to show ordinary 
Arabs In a good light. 

Judging from the films cur- 
rently playing in US cinemas, 
this is a prosperous, powerful 
nation with little to worry 


about except the prospect of 
mortality. 

While a growing number of 
Americans, especially on the 
West Coast, are seeking to 
cheat death by having them- 
selves frozen in tbe hope they 
can be defrosted in a more 
technologically advanced mil- 
lennium. several films have 
sought to portray the afterlife 
in the most reassuring man- 
ner possible. 

In City of Angels. Nicolas 
Cage returns as a deeply sen- 
sitive spirit and falls In 
slushy love with Meg Ryan. 
Meanwhile. Robin Williams, 
flies down from technicolour 
heaven to rescue his sweet- 
heart from the grips of bell, in 
What Dreams May Come. 

But it Is the Thanksgiving 
blockbuster. Meet Joe Black, 
which may have come closest 
to the spirit of the age. In the 
course of the three-hour film, 
out fills week. Death Is en- 
chanted by the sleek, sexy, 
self-confidence of contempo- 
rary America. Looking for a 
mortal vessel with which to 
explore the world, it chooses 
Brad Pitt. 



Going by the name of Joe 
Black, ignoring its usual 
haunts in the slums and hos- 
pitals, Death heads straight 
for the resplendent mansion 
of a media mogul. Bill Parish 
(Anthony Hopkins). And true 
to the Zeitgeist. Parish rums 
out to be every bit as hugga- 
ble as Death. He hag amassed 
his huge fortune from honest 
toil and good judgment, 
rather than untrammelled 
greed. 

Having come face to face 
with Death. Parish is hardly 
intimidated- Far from it, he 
ends up telling him what to , 
do, almost adopting him as 
the son he never had. 

They walk off together into 
the afterlife, but not before 
Death has been enchanted by 
peanut butter — and Parish's 
gorgeous daughter, with 
whom he has slow-motion sex 
by the side of the family 
swimming pool. 

In the can-do America of 
1998, the message could 
hardly be dearer. With the 
right outfit and the right In- 
vestments, even the Grim 
Reaper can be seduced. 
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Feeling groovy 

□ 1998 jobless rate is 4.6 per 
cent compared with 4.9 last 
year. 

□Growth on track for 4 per 
cent for 1998. Inflation 
remains at its lowest for 35 
years. 

□US Stock market back 
above 9300 after sinking to 
7539.07 in August. Dow 
Jones industrial average np 
1392.90 since December 3 1 . 

□ Consumer confidence 
rebounds in November to 
126 from 119.3 in October, 
fbr first time in four 
months. 

Interest rates cat for third 
time in seven weeks. 

□ Current economic expan- 
sion — almost eight years — 
poised to be the longest in - 
history. 

□Estimated US bndget sur- 
plus for 1998 is S70 billion, 
compared with $22 billion 
deficit in 1997. First surplus I 
since 1969. 
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Court in NZ 
dismisses 
book gag on 

man 
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Richard Norton-Taylor 
and Paftkricfc Smollle 
In WeObrgton 

RTTISH government 
efforts to silence for- 
mer special forces 
and intelligence per- 
sonnel suffered a new blow 
yesterday when a New Zea- 
land court dismissed Us at- 
tempt to prevent a former 
SAS soldier from speaking 
about his past exploits. 

The New Zealand appeal 
court allowed a television 
channel to broadcast an ex- 
tensive interview with Mike 
Coburn, a member of the SAS 
Bravo Two Zero team which 
operated behind enemy lines 
during the Gulf war. In a case 
heard partly in secret, the 
Government argued that Mr 
Coburn — an assumed name 
— had broken a confidential- 
ity contract. 

The British Government 
said last night it still intended 
to pursue its attempt to stop 
Mr Coburn from publishing 
his book. Soldier 5, in New 
Zealand, despite a spate or 
books published in Britain 
over the past few years by for- 
mer SAS soldiers. 

The exploits of Bravo Two 
Zero — whose mission foiled 
with four men captured and 
tortured, two killed in com- 
bat one dying of exposure, 
and one escaping — have 
been graphically described in 
a best-seller by Andy McNab. 

Mr McNab claimed his 
book was prompted by refer- 
ences — in a previous book by 
General Sir Peter de la Bil- 
lidre, Britain's Gulf war com- 
mander — to a foiled opera- 
tion to sabotage Iraqi Scud 
missile launchers. Chris 
Ryan, the one Bravo Two 
Zero team member who es- 
caped to Syria, subsequently 
wrote a book about his 
experiences. 

Mr Coburn is identified in 
the McNab book as “Mark the 
Kiwi”, who was shot twice in 
the leg in close-quarter fight- 
ing before he was captured, 
chained to a bed and tortured. 

In the New Zealand hear- 
ings, James Farmer QC, for 
the British Government, ar- 


Books ‘bad for SAS morale' 

gued that both Mr Coburn 
and the television channel, 
TVNZ. breached secrecy con- 
tracts for SAS soldiers im- 
posed by the Ministry of De- 
fence in 1998 to try and stop 
the flow of memoirs. 

Willie AkeL a lawyer for 
TVNZ. argued that a ban 
would have been pointless in 
Mr Coburn’s case, since the 
programme contained noth- 
ing new. “Bearing in mind 
the totality of the material is 
in the public domain already, 
it was reasonable for TVNZ to 
think there would not be any 
difficulties." he said 
yesterday. 

The court refused the Min- 
istry of Defence the right to 
pursue its case at the Privy 
Council. Mr Cobum hopes 
that Reed will publish his 
book in New Zealand. A copy 
of the manuscript is under- 
stood to have been sent to 
Hodder Headline, the British 
publisher. Hodder is reported 
to have sent a copy of the 
manuscript to the MoD for 
vetting. 

An MoD spokesman said 
last night it was not prepared 
to tolerate unauthorised pub- 
lications by former members 
of the special forces. “They 
are bad for morale, generate 
suspicion, threaten personal 
security and effect the valu- 
able realtionship [the special 
forces] have with allies and 
other organisations with 
which they work.” 
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A deliberately leaked plan to topple the ‘Great Leader 5 may backfire, warns John Gittings in Hong Kong 

US threat to invade North Korea 




David Levy: Set to return 

Levy’s 
return 
will buy 
PM time 


David Sharrock 
In Jerusalem 

B INYAM IN Netanyahu's 
fragile coalition govern- 
ment was hoping to be 
strengthened last night, with 
a former minister expected to 
rejoin the cabinet. 10 months 
after quitting. 

The resignation in January 
of foreign minister David 
Levy, a white-haired cham- 
pion of Israel's working class 
Moroccan Jews, sent the gov- 
ernment Into a tailspln. Ever 
since it has limped from cri- 
sis to crisis. But Mr Levy has 
lost his taste for the political 
wilderness and was offered a 
package deal from Mr Netan- 
yahu, Including the title of 
deputy prime minister. 

Mr Levy is seen as a dove 
on the peace process and 
marks another step In Mr Ne- 
tanyahu's repositioning 
towards the centre-right after 
the Wye “land-for-security” 
agreement last month. 

Mr Netanyahu foiled to get 
a cabinet majority for tbe 
agreement, which was passed 
only with the support of the 
Labour opposition. Since then 
there have been calls for a 
national unity government or 
early elections. 

When Mr Levy resigned in 
January he described the gov- 
ernment as being “on a flight 
to nowhere”. In return for his 
renewed support, Mr Levy's 
Gesher party would also 
rejoin Mr Netanyahu's Likud. , 
It would mean another four i 
votes In the Knesset for the 
prime minister, who has a 
majority of only 61-59. 


T HE United States 
has sent a sharp sig- 
nal to Pyongyang 
that if its troops 
attack South Korea. 
American Forces will Invade 
the North and topple the 
“Great Leader" Kim Jong-LL 
This new aggressive strat- 
egy. disclosed today in Hong 
Kong, evokes grim memories 
of the 1959-53 Korean war in 
which millions died. It comes 
only three days after Presi- 
dent Clinton visited Seoul 
and warned North Korea to 
halt alleged nuclear and bal- 
listic weapons schemes. 

Under the new invasion 
plan, US and South Korean 
troops would not simply de- 
fend the 38th parallel which 
divides the country, but seek 
to drive the Northern forces 
back, capture Pyongyang and 
set up a new regime. 

The US plan has been 
revealed in tbe current issue 
of Far Eastern Economic 
Review' in what is clearly a 
deliberate leak to put pres- 
sure on the North. 

The publication says the 
strategy still has to be ratified 
by the US and South Korean 
joint chiefs of staff, but has 
been carefully drafted over 
several months. 

Its tough posture is in strik- 
ing contrast to the cautious 
policy outlined only* two days 
ago In the US department of 
defence's latest report on East 
Asia strategy. There have 
been signs of sharp divisions 
in Washington on how to deal 
with North Korea. 

South Korean forces, ac- 
cording to the plan, would 
bear the brunt of the ground 
assault on the North, while 
the US provided air and naval 
power. But one scenario en- 
visages a huge amphibious 
assault by US marines, who 
would land on opposite sides 
of North Korea with the aim 
of cutting the country in two. 

Details of the plan were pro- 
vided by US officials in Seoul. 
Washington and Hawaii — 

headquarters of the US Pa- 
cific command — to Richard 
Halloran. a former New York 
Times correspondent whose 
experience of Korea goes back 
to the 1950s. 

The intention behind the 
leak is presumably to warn 
off North Korea from any ad- 
venture it might launch in its 
present desperate state of a 
collapsing economy and 
starving population. 


But publication of the plan, 
even If the Pentagon dis- 
tances itself from it, could 
have the opposite effect, 
strengthening the position of 
North Korean military lead- 
ers who argue that the US is 
plotting their downfall. 

"It will be welcomed by 
hardliners both in Pyongyang 
and Washington." one knowl- 
edgeable North Korea 
watcher commented yester- 
day. Recent joint US-South 
Korean military exercises 
have been denounced by the 
North as a "prelude to war”. 

North Korea denied yester- 
day that it was building an 
underground nuclear facility 
in violation of the 1994 agree- 
ment requiring it to abandon 
a suspected nuclear weapons 
programme. 

Mr Clinton warned the 
North on Saturday to “com- 
ply with its obligations'', sug- 
gesting that the military dan- 
ger on the Korean peninsula 
is almost of the same level as 
in Iraq. 

If the new strategy is con- 
firmed. the US would appear 
to be showing more willing- 
ness to intervene against the 
North Korean dictator than it 
bas so far shown In d ealing 
with Saddam Hussein. 

The strategy is said to 
reflect the belief of military 
planners that the North 
Korean army Is weaker today 
and could more easily be de- 
feated. But its publication 
runs counter to the efforts of 
South Korea's president, Kim 
Dae-Jung, to defuse tension In 
North-South relations by pur- 
suing a "sunshine polity” 
towards Pyongyang. 

It is also contradicts the 
measured view of the US de- 
fence department in its East 
Asian Strategy Report, 
released on Tuesday. Al- 
though it said that Pyongyang 
was still capable of “inflicting 
terrible destruction on South 
Korea”, it did not threaten 
massive retaliation. 

Instead, the report said: 
“The US and South Korea will 
work together to resolve such 
situations at the lowest level 
of tension possible, and in a 
way that is least disruptive to 
regional security.” 

The former US defence 
secretary. William Perry, 
has been appointed as co-or- 
dinator of US policy towards 
North Korea, and is ex- 
pected to travel to the region 
soon. 



Flashback to Korea, 1950: A grief-stricken American soldier who has just seen his friend killed in action is comforted by a comrade 

An enemy already defeated 



N ORTH Korea is a 
country already on 
its knees, battered 
by economic de- 
cline and political misrule 
to the point where millions 
of its population are starv- 
ing. writes John Gittings. 

Could there be any pros- 
pect of it invading tbe 
South anH incurring mas- 
sive American punish- 
ment? Reports that mil- 
lions may have died from 
famine are now greeted less 
sceptically by foreign ob- 
servers as more evidence 
emerges of desperate 
conditions. 

A US congressman, Tony 
Hall, visited the North two 
weeks ago and brought 
back some of what officials 
call “substitute food” — 
powdered dried leaves and 
straw, made into noodles 
with no notritional valne. 

Around 60 per cent of its 
young children suffer from 
malnutrition, according to 
the UN Children's Fund — 
the highest rate ' in East 


1953: A road sign warns 
drivers of enemy fire 


Asia, and among the 
world's top 10. The survey 
was conducted in 130 of 
North Korea's 212 counties. 
Conditions in those not sur- 
veyed may be worse. 

Yet the possibility that 
Kim Jong-il’s ultra-rigid 
regime may lash out In its 
terminal decline worries 
regional neighbours. The 
culture of one-man-rale, 
with the Kim cult outstrip- 
ping those of Abo or Stalin, , 
is difficult to decipher. But 
there is concern that he 
relies more heavily than 
his late father. Kim n-sung, 
on the armed forces. He is 
requently referred as su- 
preme commander of the 
people’s army. 

Evidence that food aid is 
diverted to the army and 
the political elite disturbs 
aid or ganisatio ns 

Pyongyang has made 
some diplomatic moves to 
ease tension — taking part 
m four-power talks with 
South Korea, the US and 
China. It has also appealed 


for food aid, and its offi- 
cials have co-operated with 
international agencies. But 
however hard-pressed it 
may be economically, the 
North Korean regime still 
seem s intent on acquiring 
symbolic military power. 

In August it caused new 
alarm by firing a long- 
range missile — allegedly 

Food aid may have 
been diverted to 
the army and 
political elite 

to launch a satellite — 
which overflew Japan. Last 
week the Washington Post 
reported claims that the 
North had built at least two 
new launch facilities for its 
medium-range missile. 

There are suspicions that 
North Korea bas also re- 
started its nuclear weapons 


development. US intelli- 
gence has queried an 
underground site spotted 
by spy satellite three 
months ago. But the US 
special envoy. Charles 
Kartman. who visited 
Pyongyang in an unsuc- 
cessful bid to resolve the 
problem, said last week 
that “we lack conclusive 
evidence that the intended 
purpose" of the site Is nu- 
clear-related. 

This month has seen a 
new round of “cattle diplo- 
macy”. The veteran founder 
of the Hyundai Group. 
Chung Ju-yung. has fol- 
lowed up a second gift of 
cows to North Korea by 
bolding talks on tourism 
and joint industrial develop- 
ment projects. 

Yesterday Pyongyang in- 
sisted that its “under- 
ground facility” bad no nu- 
clear significance. It 
repeated its offer to allow a 
US Inspection in return for 
"compensation" of some 
$300 million (£178 million). 
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Milosevic 


takes revenge 


Chris Bird on the latest scalps 
forthe Yugoslav president’s wife 


S HE looks like a 
homely, slightly 
chubby presenter for 
Radio 4. But Mirjana 
Markovic, wife of Yugosla- 
via's president. Slobodan 
Milosevic, Is the driving 
force behind a political 
crackdown In Serbia on the 
press, Belgrade university 
and Mr Milosevic’s most 
powerful lieutenants. 

The latest scalp is that of 
General Momdlo Perlsic. 
until Tuesday head of the 
armed forces. He has been 
demoted to adviser to the 
federal prime minister — a 
post he has reftosed. accord- 
ing to the Belgrade media 
yesterday. 

The fortunes of Gen Peri- 
sic, regarded as a moderate 
force in Serbian politics 
who has advocated building 
ties with Nato, follow those 
of Mr Milosevic's former 
spy chief Jovica Stanisic, 
who was sacked last month. 
Until then he had been seen 
as the most powerful man in 
Serbia after Mr Milosevic. 

The respected VXP news- 
letter in Belgrade pointed 
the Anger at Mrs Mhrhovic. 
or “Mira” as she is known 
to Serbs, for Gen Perlsic’s 
removal. 

“Perlsic’s dismissal is 
just the continuation of the 
purge which Milosevic has 
been implementing for sev- 
eral weeks to eliminate as- 
sociates who aren’t loyal, 
especially those who were 
opposed to the . predomi- 
nant influence of the Yugo- 
slav Left [JUL party] Inside 
the authorities,” VIP said. 

Mrs Markovic, a Marxist 
academic. Is the leader of 
the JUL party; Xt enjoys in- 
fluence for out of proportion 
to the seats it mnunamin in 
the Serbian parliament. 

“Mira is being allowed to 
wreak vengeance,” said a 
Western diplomat familiar 
wlth^the Yugoslav first 
lady s growing Influence. 

. Anfodependent Serb edi- 
tor hi* Belgrade describes 
the >$Jfogfivlc8 thus: “Ike 




WORLD NEWS 7 

German minister 
outlines plan to 
transform Europe 


tan Tniynor In Bonn 


More recently, Mr Stani- 
sic and: Gen Perlsic repor- 
tedly cautioned against the 
violent, bloody crackdown 
in Kosovo which forced 
nearly! 300,000 ethnic Alba- 
nians to flee their homes. . 

Mrs Marko vlc’s ven- 
geance, however, is direc- 
ted mos t str ongly at Bel- 
grade’s dwindling number 
of independent newspapers 
and radio stations, and. a 
small group of university 
professors In the city who 
have refused to sign new 
contracts that amount to a 
declaration of loyalty. 

“She is behind the attack 
on the university and - the 
media crackdown, as it is 
she who is lefliHwg the de- 
bate which tries to separate 
Serbs Into patriots or trai- 
tors,’’ said a former govern- 
ment minister who fell foul 
of her. 

With Mr Milosevic look- 
ing more like the Cheshire 

Cat by the day — gpriitng Mirjana Markovic: Compared to Elena Ceaucescu, wife of the late Romanian dictator 


T ransforming the 

European Union into 
a single state with one 
army, one constitu- 
tion, and one foreign policy is 
the critical challenge of the 
age, the German foreign min- 
ister, Joschka Fischer, said 
yesterday a few weeks before 
his government takes over 
the ED presidency. 

As government spin doctors 
contemptuously brushed off 
an anti-German broadside 
from the Sun newspaper yes- 
terday, which dubbed the 
German finance minister, Os- 
kar Lafbntslne, “the most 
dangerous roan in Europe”, 
Mr Fischer went further than 
his cabinet colleague has ever 
done in spelling out his maxi- 
malist designs for the EU. 

“A common [EU1 constitu- 
tion has to be tackled which 
would produce a European 
Union as a subject in interna- 
tional law,” the foreign minis- 
ter and Greens leader said in 
an interview with the liberal 
Frankfurter Rundschau 
newspaper. “That is my aim. 







but never giving any hint of j 
what he thtnVq — Ms Mar 
kovlc’s pronouncements, 
mostly in a bi-weekly diary i 
column in the women’s 
magazine Bazar, are seized 
on by analysts desperate to 
know what Mr Milosevic 
will do next. 

In a June issue she 
l spelled out the imminent 
crackdown, accusing the 
Independent media of trea- 
son in criticising the gov- 
ernment’s policy in Kosovo. 

Nato’s threat of air 
strikes gave Mr Milosevic 
his cue to begin the crack- 
down, conducted through 
Serbia’s deputy prime min- 
ister, the extreme national- 
ist Vojislav Seselj. 

The Danas and Duevni 
Telegraf newspapers and 
Radio Index station were 
closed down last month 
under a new media law that 
restricts reporting that 
threatens Yugoslavia's ter- 
ritorial integrity — In ef- 
fect, any embarrassing 
news of reverses in Kosovo. 

Serbian police have been 
confiscating copies of 
Dnevni Telegraf printed in 
Serbia’s sister republic of 
Montenegro, where the 
leadetSWphsiB' opposed Mr^ 
Milosevic's attempts to 
stifle <hasent- 

1 Slobodan Samardzic, a 
PODtlcai 'analyst at Bel- 
grade's Institute of Euro- 
pean Studies, and other ob- 
servers have compared 56- 
year-old Mrs Markovic to 
^tena.'SSeancesca, wife of' 
,*tfce late Romanian dictator. 
-She too has academic pre- 
*tengtans, a playboy son and 


It will take a while, but it is 
the decisive task of the 
times." 

He said the single European ' 
currency being launched In , 
January was the "first real ! 
transfer of sovereignty" from 
the nation states of Europe to I 
the union and suggested it 
would not be the last. 

Chancellor Gerhard 
SchrOder also advocates that 
the single currency be used as 
a stepping stone to a fuller po- 
litical union, while Mr Lafon- 
talne. whom the Sun branded 
the biggest threat to the Brit- 
ish way of life since the Nazis, i 
is eager to harmonise corpo- 
ration tax levels across the 
EU and coordinate fiscal and 
economic policy-malting. 

The German government of 
Social Democrats and Greens 
is expected to push such poli- 
cies when it takes the helm of 
the EU in January. 

"If there was a full union, 
there would also one day be a 
single foreign and security 
policy," said Mr Fischer. 
"The core areas of sover- 
eignty are money, constitu- 
tion, fundamental rights, law 
and order, and external secu- 


rity. But we Europeans will 
never be a homogeneous 
national state, because the 
peoples here in Europe are 
quite different from the fed- 
eral states of the USA in thelr 
idlosyncracies, languages, 
histories, values and preju- 
dices. loves and hates." 

He also said a future Euro- 
pean government should be 
made up of politicians from 
member states rather than 
from the European Commis- 
sion and that the European 
Parliament should be given a 
second chamber of MPs from 
national legislatures. 

Speaking in Berlin, where 
the cabinet met for the first 
time in the history of the post- 
war republic, Mr Lafontaine's 
spokesman quipped that the 
Sun attack on the finance 
minister put him in good 
company with Tony Blair 
since the tabloid had once la- 
belled Mr Blair dangerous. 

Ahead of next year's shift 
in the seat of government 
from Bonn to Berlin, Mr 
Schroder held yesterday's ses- 
sion in the capital to under- 
line his impatience to launch 
the "Berlin Republic". 


WILL MISS UK BE 


CROWNED QUEEN? 







Dragoljub OjdanSc replaces 
Gen Perlsic as army chief; 


situation is like a court: 
you have a king and queen 
and if yon are close to the 
family you have influence. 

"But Milosevic is tired of 
all thte — he likes to meet 
the few foreign dlgnatortes 
who will see him but he is 
now a misanthrope. It is 
she [Markovic] who is now 
very Important in who to 
appointed” 

Mrs Markovic crossed 
swords with Mr Stanisic 
and Gen Perlsic during the 
huge; -student protests 
against Mr Milosevic in 
1996. Both publicly ruled 
out using force to clear the 
streets, a policy advocated 
by Mrs Markovic. 


keep her husband in power. 

- But for many years the 
Belgrade inteUegentsfca have 
quietly laughed at Mrs Mar- 
ko vic’s columns and grow- 
ing number of book titles. 

“This crackdown comes 
from two people. Seselj and 
Mrs Markovic, an unrecog- 
nised academic who to frus- 
trated and who has never 
been- taken seriously, and 
who bears a grudge, per- 
sonally and politically," 
said Vladeta Jankovic, who 
was sacked as professor of 
comeparative linguistics at 
Belgrade University last 
week for refntrtng to sign a 
government contract. 

Despite a new law- aimed 
at keeping politics out of the 
classroom, Mrs Markovic 


dent branches of JUL in uni- 
versities across the country. 
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B ELATED birthday 
wishes to Senator Pi- 
nochet (83 yesterday) 
who has unexpectedly 
agreed to extend his stay in 
Britain. In charge ofbirth- 

day celebrations are the 
Spectator's terrible twins 
Tald and Paul Johnson. 
Sadly Mozambique’s Al- 
fonso Dhlakama, president 
of the Renamo party who 
featured Jba the Diary last 
week, will not be among 
party guests as he leaves 
Britain this evening. (Ren- 
amo in its former incarna- 
tion, you recall, wasa terror- 
ist army which specialised 
in slicing off noses and forc- 
ing children to watch their 
parents being raped before 
press-ganging them into 
its ranks.) Before departing, 
however, Alfonso has a 
packed schedule today, in- 
cluding a 10.30 meeting at 
Mill hank Tower with Nick 
Sigler of the Labour Party's 
International Office. So 
long, AlfLe. Don't leave it so 
long next time. 


E ntitled simply Moi. 

Andrew Morton’s lat- 
est book is not, sadly, 
the memoirs of a fortunate 
haglographer but concerns 
another lovable African 
statesman — His Excellency 
Daniel T. arap MoL Having 
acknowledged the support 
of his London-based wife 
and two children, “who en- 
dured the English winter 
while I was poolside in Nai- 
robi". Andrew begins by 
outlining the threat to his 
integrity posed by writing 
such a book. “As Mol’s biog- 
rapher I was left with a 
problem," he explains. “By 
publishing a detailed rebut- 
tal of every rumour swirl- 
ing around the president be 
they stories of the dreaded 
Romanian Secoritate train- 
ing the Kenyan InteUgence 
service, or of Mol suffering 
from Aids, the book 
would cross the boundary 
from biography into public 
relations." Whether Mr 
Morton’s MoS (Michael 
O’Drivel £20) strays over 
this line, we shall be Inves- 
tigating next week. Mean- 
while, all the best poolside 
in the States, Andrew. 


N OT all protesters in 
Parliament Square 
were jubilant yester- 
day. Hegdeline (the 2,000- 
strong anti-hedge-abuse 
pressure group), enraged by 
the lack of hedgerow provi- 
sions In Tuesday's Queen's 
Speech, were disappointed 
to find their demonstration 
overshadowed. Spokes- 
man Michael Jones put on a 
brave face: “I think around 
50 of us turned up," he esti- 
mates, “but I couldn't really 
pick them out of the crowd. 
That’s not bad bearing in 
mind that we have a very 
elderly membership scat- 
tered throughout the UK." 
And wbat does Hedge line 
make of the Pinochet ruling? 
“Our people.” says Michael, 
"have no views other than 
those relating to hedges." 


W ITH the latest 

Lloyd-Webber spec- 
tacular not per- 
forming as well as it m ight, 
the noble Lord agrees to an 
Interview in yesterday’s 
Mirror. He takes the oppor- 
tunity to clear up specula- 
tion as to why he sold bis 
Eaton Square mansion ear- 
lier this year. “1 bought the 
place with my second wife 
Sarah Brlghtman,” Andrew 
explains. “Sarah, who Is 
quite remarkably psychic, 
was the first to notice the 
vibes were not right. And it 
soon became apparent there 
was something In the 
house." (“Andrew," the 
Mirror’s Sue Carroll inter- 
jects at this point "Is not a 

man who talks mum bo-jum- 
bo.") On one occasion, he 
recalls, "all the plugs were 
removed from the bath- 
rooms. We found them 
stacked up in the garage." 
Indeed, Andrew reels off a 
catalogue of bizarre occur- 
rences including a teleport- 
ing newspaper, a disappear- 
ing script (don't worry, it 
reappeared) and a disobedi- 
ent lightbulb. A link to the 
mysterious case of the de- 
composing fish fingers 
found under Rizla Rosie 
Boycott's bath has yet to be 
ruled out. 


M OST important man 
in the country no 
205, Philip Hall, has 
lost his rag. The News of the 
World editor, reports Pri- 
vate Eye, has been bragging 
to friends about a confron- 
tation with the editor of this 
paper. “I nearly chinned 
that ghastly Rusbridger," 
he is said to have remarked. 
“But he ran away." Mean- 
while the response to our 
Phil Hall gossip hotline 
<0171-713-4370) continues 
to overwhelm. 



The Law Lords leave one man with 
no place to hide. Who? Jack Straw 



I N MORE ways than one, 
the Law Lords' opinions in 
the Pinochet case are a 
deep embarrassment to politi- 
cians. The immediate exnbar- 
rassee Is Jack Straw. How 
keenly he must have been 
anticipating the judges allow- 
ing him to glide off the hook. 

Had they decided that Gen- 
eral Pinochet enjoyed immu- 
nity as a former head of state, 
he would have been back in 
Chile even as you read this, 
with the Home Secretary 
troubling only to fashion the 
shape of the crocodile tears he 
might or might not feel it 
expedient to weep for the tact 
that Spanish justice bad been, 
alas, frustrated. As it Is, Mr 
Straw will be obliged to show 
us what he's really made of. 

But the bilious reflection 
which the Law Lords, by 
three to two. have cast on the 
conduct of ministers reaches 
much wider. The effect of 
their judgment is to ask a 
punishing question about the 
moral sensitivity of both Tory 
and Labour politicians to 
torture, to hostage-taking, to 
state-sponsored murder. It is 
safe to say that no minister, 
since 1990 when Pinochet 
left office, has even raised 
the issues the Law Lords 
addressed yesterday, let alone 
reached the same conclusion 
about them. 

During the Major years, ex- 
president Pinochet made 
many visits to Britain. He 
was received as an honoured 
friend, and valued arms -pur- 
chaser. Prom his reception in 
the Heathrow VIP suite to his 
ensconce men t at Claridges 
and his shopping at Harrods, 
there was never any interrup- 
tion to his progress. If a ques- 
tion had been raised inside 
the Tory government, we may 
be sure it would have 
received the same answer 
Baroness Thatcher supplied 
last month, when she said 
Pinochet's services during 
the Falklands war rendered 


his arrest in London 16 years 
later "disgraceful". 

Nothing changed when 
Labour came to power. The 
general came and went, unim- 
peded, In October 1997. The 
British embassy in Santiago 
was told he was coming, but 
the Foreign Office, despite die 
elapse of several months 
since Robin Cook's pledge of a 
new ethical dimension to for- 
eign policy, made no caution- 
ary noises. 

The regime of tolerance 
remained the same, which is 
how it would presumably 
have continued but for the 
vigilance of a Spanish magis- 
trate, who turned out to be 
more interested than any 
British cabinet minister in 
bringing a systemic former 
torturer to justice. 

The politicians, in other 
words, shared a professional 
indifference to the crimes of 
Augusts Pinochet Part of this 
was doubtless due to a prag- 
matic analysis which said 
that Chile had struck a heal- 
ing concordat within itself, 
which outsiders had a duty to 
respect And besides, there 
was the matter of trade, in 
arms and other things. 

But also present was a kind 
of professional ennui among 
ministers, an inability to 
reawaken the instincts of 
their youth, a deadening of 
moral rigour, about a man 
who had, after alt been roam- 
ing free — though not to 
France, or Spain, or a fair 
number of other countries 
that excluded him — for most 
of a decade. 

This dullness of basic in- 
stinct is what the highest 
court now challenges. With 
salutary clarity, the judges 
have shown up the politi- 
cians. They did not need to do 
so. Lord Bingham, in the 
lower court had shown them 
how to avoid it by declaring 
that, whatever Pinochet 
might have done, the immu- 
nity of heads of state extended 


to former beads of state as 
regards their public acts 
while in office. The most con- 
torted and technical opinions 
yesterday, from Lords Slynn 
and Lloyd, denied that there 
was any degree of interna- 
tional criminality ~ even, it 
was said at the hearing. Hit- 
ler's genocide — that could 
overturn the doctrine of 
immunity. 

B UT this was eloquently 
swept aside by Lord Ni- 
cholls and, most no- 
tably. Lord Steyn. In place of 
Bingham’s doctrine of passiv- 
ity. which said the line could 
never he drawn against im- 
munity prevailing, Steyn de- 
stroyed the notion that the 
legitimate functions of a head 
of state, immune from judi- 
cial reach, could include 
genocide, torture, hostage- 
taking and crimes against 
humanity. 

These were condemned 
under international law, and 
signatories to conventions 
against them undertook to act 
against perpetrators coming 
within their Jurisdiction. Pi- 
nochet had allegedly presided 
over a system that “tortured 
victims on a vast scale" and 
his extradition on the 
grounds of ordering and pro- 
curing this did not attract 
immunity of any kind. 

Here was a singularly un- 
flinching statement from the 
judicial majority. Though 
couched in legalities, it was 
bold and principled, taking a 
stand on behalf of the global- 
isation of fundamental human 
rights which will be seen as a 
milestone. 

If and when Pinochet 
stands before a Spanish court, 
he will make his own defence 
on the substance of the 
charges, including, no doubt 
a reiterated claim in this new 
jurisdiction to sovereign Im- 
munity. But the Law Lords 
place the weight of the high- 
est domestic court against the 


proposition that Britain is a 
safe haven for old dictators 
whom their own country has 
found reason to excuse for 
crimes against humanity. It is 
a moment to make one feel 
prouder of the judges who 
concluded it than the politi- 
cians whose easy negligence 
caused it to happen in the 
first place. 

Carried logically down the 
path, the doctrine thus en- 
shrined may be inconvenient 
It has already provoked 
charges of Inconsistency and 
double-standards — if Pino- 
chet why not De Klerk? No- 
body is contesting the immu- 
nity oT serving leaders, which 
makes Castro and Arafat and 
Jiang Zemin safe enough. 

But if old torturers aren't 
free to walk safe abroad, once 
their day is done, wbat in- 
ducement will they have to 
step down from office, and 
make the kind of democratic 
compromise that Pinochet 
himself was prevailed upon to 
countenance in 1990? 

The answer Is simple. That 
kind of compact is made 
within the borders of the 
state. Nobody asked Pinochet 
to travel outside them. What 
the British Judges have said is 
that the amnesty Chile 
granted must not be allowed 
to poison and override the 
sanctity of international law 1 
in respect of the highest 
crimes. 

They declare for the su- 
premacy of international 
human rights and, though 
disclaiming all political con- 
siderations, are challenging 
the Home Secretary to do the 
same. Spain suggests that if a 
primafade state torturer ven- 
tures outside his own juris- 
diction, he makes himcptf 
available for justice. The Law 
Lords agree. 

It will be a singular day of 
doom if Mr Straw contrives a 
way of saying that Pinochet, 
neverth e less, remains above 
the law. 


A noted Chilean author applauds 
the judgment on the general 

Nosafe 

havens 


The Pinochet 
case: Santiago 


Ariel Dorfman 


S I strolled with my 
wife through the centre 
of Santiago. I heard 
loud dr ums beating, saw far- 
away red banners waving in 
the warm spring breeze. 

I guessed it was some sort 
of march to demand General 
Pinochet’s extradition from 
England to Spain. Not so: a 
motley crew of about 100 stu- 
dents, dressed like mediaeval 
buffoons, their faces painted 
all sorts of colours, several of 
them on gigantic stilts, were 
parading through one of San- 
tiago’s main streets invit- 
ing the public to a Festival of 
University Theatre, a sort of 
Edinburgh Fringe here In our 
nation's capital. I loved how 
they jumped, they juggled, they 
played the fool dancing their 
joy at being alive, taking over 
the rather staid Chilean public 
space with their carnivalesque 
celebration of art. 

When they had passed, 
however, not 20 yards behind 
them another sort of group 
appeared, marching slowly 
and solemnly over that very 
same cement the mothers and 
daughters and wives of the 
disappeared, the association 
of relatives of prisoners who 
had been executed without a 
trial, the movement against 
torture. 

These werethe women 
whom I had witnessed for -the 
past 20 or so years, day after 
day, keeping the flame of 
memory burning, unwilling 
to forget their murdered, dam- 
aged loved ones, and what 
had been done to those loved 
ones in some slippery, un- 
speakable cellar in this same 
city. They have waited for the 
day when the man who has 
mocked them, insulted them, 
arrested them, beaten them, 
refused to apologise for what 
he did, would have to answer 
for his deeds. They have wait- 
ed for this day when they 
would be free to accuse him 
and he would not be free to 
ignore their existence. They 
were singing quietly down the 
street, hands locked, photos of 
their dead pinned to their 
dresses. 

Chile is a country where 
something as normal an d 


wondrous as the young de- 
lighting in their own energy 
and merriment is incessantly 
befog challenged by a trau- 
matic past that refuses to be 
burled. A country where we 
cannot get on with life until 
the life that was destroyed 
right here has been 
acknowledged. 

A middle-aged woman 
pushed by me as I watched the 
Mothers of the Disappeared 
march grimly by, and mut- 
tered under her breath, but 
loud enough for many to bean 
“Communist garbage! Liars! 
Mentlrosos! Y?e should have 
killed the lot of them." 

Here was a supporter of 
General Pinochet, someone 
who no doubt saw him as a 
saviour of the fatherland, 
fuming at the idea that the 
man who had created the 
foundation for a free-market 
Chile should be in jaiL She is 
part of a vocal, indeed vocifer- 
ous, rightwing minority, who 
have taken to the streets in 
feverish numbers. 

Listening to her spit out 
those words, the rigid fury in 
her body, her recalcitrant in- 
ability to understand what 
those victims of the dictator- 
ship bad been through. 1 was 
taken back to the worst mo- 
ments of the fascist protests 
against the democratic gov- 
ernment of Salvador Allende 
In the early seventies. 

I felt a knot of fear coil in- 
side my stomach. I had seen 
what that anger could do, 
where it could lead. I was 
remembering the long years 
of Pinochet's rule where 
people like this belligerent 
woman had all the power and 
believed they could do what- 
ever they wanted and never 
be held accountable. 

My own opinion Is that the 
general’s detention and the 
possibility that he could be 
judged in a faraway country 
for the desolation and death 
he spread in my own land, is 
crucial to the moral wellbeing 
of Chile. It reminds us, slaps 
us into understanding, the 
deepest truth about our recent 
history, the truth we have 
been hiding from: we have 
been, we still are, hostages of 
General Pinochet. 

The House of Lords ruling 
unequivocally notifies all dic- 
tators that there are no safe 
havens. 


Ariel Dorfman's latest book is 
Heading South, Looking North, a 
memoir about surviving Pinochet. 





Apologists for selective education are fighting hard and sticking meticulously to the same line, but they deserve to fail 


Grammar power 



I T HAS been a particu- 
larly good week for the 
grammar schools. Not in 
terms of their academic per- 
formance. No doubt that 
was the usual mixture of 
the success which we are 
entitled to expect Cram such 
favoured institutions and 
the failures which David 
Normington, head of the 
schools directorate in the 
Department for Education 


and Employment, identified 
when he complained of 
“coasting at a level just 
high enough to keep them 
out of trouble". 

The grammar schools 
have, however, enjoyed a 
public relations triumph. 
They have convinced some 
commentators that the 166 
which remain are about to 
be abolished by a govern- 
ment which panders to 
what one columnist rails 
“class hatred, guilt and 
spite". 

They are right to say that 
the “parent polls” are. In 
one particular, hugely 
biased. But they are biased 
against not in favour of, 
the comprehensive princi- 
ple. In about half the areas 
in which selection remains, 
only parents with children 
in “feeder schools" — pri- 
maries, both private and 
state, which have sent five 
pupils to grammar schools 
during the previous three 
years — ■ will be allowed to 


vote. So the electorate will 
be made up of the people 
most likely to support the 
status qno. The apologists 
for grammar schools must 
know it So why do they 
pretend the opposite? We 
can only assume, in the lan- 
guage of the football ter- 
races, that they decided to 
get their retaliation in first. 

Nobody who has thought 
seriously about secondary 
education doubts that the 
existence of grammar 
schools influences the 
whole education system in 
the areas where they sur- 
vive. Most Conservatives 
believe that they have a 
beneficial effect Academic 
opinion — and almost all 
the Labour Party outside 
the Cabinet — insists that 
they damage the schools 
around them. 

■ Either way, their future 
is a legitimate concern to 
parents throughout their 
catchment areas. Clearly 
they should all be given 


votes. Yet the most extreme 
commentators have com- 
plained about the principle 
of consulting parents. “The 
ballots on grammar schools 
are intended to destroy 
them," one wrote. Whether 
she knew it or not she was 
paraphrasing the Duke of 
Wellington who thought 
that extending the fran- 

Their discipline 
comes from years 
of enforcing 
school uniform 

chise beyond landowners 
was intended to destroy our 
matchless constitution. 

To the grammar school 
lobby, parental choice is de- 
sirable only when they can 
be sure that parents will 
choose to support their prej- 
udices and, in the case of the 


headteachers who have 
joined the propaganda war, 
their vested interests. Last 
week, the heads did them- 
selves little credit. Roger 
Hale at Caistor Grammar 
School wrote about “the 
dustbin of history”. 
Anthony Stanton of Simon 
Langton Girls' in Canter- 
bury Claimed that selection 
was an idea “whose tim> 
has come, again". Would 
you want your children to 
be educated by people who 
write tired cliches? 

The most absurd defence 
of selection is the pretence 
that it helps talented work- 
ing-class boys and girls es- 
cape from the inner cities — 
“a leg-up out of depriva- 
tion” as one columnist inel- 
egantiy called it. The leg-up 
argument is simply not 
true. Selective schools 
remain in general beyond 
the reach of the lowest In- 
come groups. 

When Bi rmingham holds 

its parental ballot I doubt 


if any parents from my old 
lnner-clty constituency will 
get a vote. Sparkbrook pri- 
mary schools rarely send 
children to Ring Edward’s. 
But their pupils suffer from 
the grammar schools' exis- 
tence. John Stuart Mill 
taught us that where the 
behaviour of one group of 
citizens prejudices the in- 
terests of the rest, society is 
entitled to expect them to 
change their ways. 

There Is nothing new In 
the revelation that selection 
is biased against the poor. 
Jean Floud, principal of 
Newnham College, Oxford, 
said simply and incontro- 
vertlbly 25 years ago: 
“Social as well as academic 
selection is at work In 
schools.” But there is an- 
other, and perhaps more 
important, reason for aboli- 
tion. A policy built on pro- 
viding escape routes for 20 
per cent of pupils leaves 80 
per cent imprisoned. It is an 
admission that there is 


something to escape from 
and that most children 
must remain imprisoned. 
As long as a few break 
through the bars, they are 
prepared for the rest to be 
locked in disadvantage. 

All that being said, the 
grammar school lobby haw 
had a remarkably good 
week. Operating with the 
discipline which comes 
from years of enforcing 
school uniform, they have 
meticulously stuck to the 
same line. The government, 
they all say, is cheating. I 
guess they want to make 
parents panic. Or perhaps 
they are making excuses 
for defeat. They may even 
be preparing to claim — 
when some grammar 
schools survive — - that 
selection is so popular that 
even the dirty tricks of a 
Labour government cannot 
defeat It. Truth and reason 
can. We will not hear much 
of either from the grammar 
school lobby. 
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‘What counts for me is ttie 
celebration of the lives 
of Pinochet’s victims 

Dr Marta Zabaleta, Letters 


The limits 
of immunity 

The law strikes back 

AS IF in a penalty shoot-out, the Law Laris 
yesterday teetered dramatically on the edge 
of saving Chile’s former dictator, Augusta 
Pinochet, before deciding that after all he 
must answer for his crimes. It was a historic 
judgment by any standard. In human terms, 
it gives the victims of the murderous coup 
which brought the General to power a sense 
of retribution as well as a fleetfag glimpse of 
the justice which has eluded them for so 
long. Politically, it may start a process 
which could help them find out how their 
loved ones died. Judicially, it m ar ks a 
decisive moment, a victory of the modem 
over the ancient, and the arrival in action 
and no longer just in theory of the new 
concepts of international law which have 
developed over the last two decades. 

The High Court’s judgment last month 
was clothed in the old-fashioned dress of 
sovereign immunity, insisting that a nation- 
state’s chief executive stands above elemen- 
tary morality as well as international bans 
on torture and genocide. The Law Lords’ 
majority decision throws that out It accepts 
that actions by heads of state which do not 
fall under the heading of their normal 
official duties are subject to criminal law. 
Torture is not part of a head of state’s duties 
any more than, in Lord Steyn's quaint 
phrase, “murdering his gardener”. This is a 
vital distinction . which means that those 
countries like Britain which have signed 
toe various conventions on human rights 
now have to act on them. It also sounds a 


warn ing to all future dictators as well as 
retired leaders, such as South Africa’s P W 
Botha or Indonesia’s Suharto, that they will 
not be aMe to travel abroad freely. The 
deterrent effect of such sanctions may not 
be great but they are a major step towards 
the. globalisation .of hi gher standards of 
executive behaviour. 

Politically, yesterday’s judgment may 
have a beneficial effect even in ffrifte- Every 
authoritarian system ends differently. The 
transition which led to the demise of racial 
supremacy hi South Africa produced a 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission as 
well as a chance to prosecute some of the 
torturers, though not yet the leaders, hi 
Argentina the military regime was so weak- 
ened politically by the time it left office that 
at least one ex-president went to prison. 
Chile’s compromise was softer, allowing 
General Pinochet and other army leaders to 
escape scot-free. He has never shown 
remorse and, as the statement he issued 
from his hospital bed two weeks ago made 
dear, he still peddles the nonsense that hi s 
coup saved Chile from a Soviet-inspired 
tyranny. He does not even argue that the 
end justified the means. He simply ignores 
the torture and murders which followed the 
coup, not just in its first hours, but for 
months and years thereafter. 

It is perhaps too much to hope that the 
Law Lords will make him reflect a little 
deeper. But it may help the other apologists 
for the Pinochet dictatorship to think 
harder. The Chilean government, too. 
should consider whether it wants to con- 
tinue to defend a man who is wanted for 
trial in several countries. It would do better 
to seize yesterday’s judgment as a chance to 
strengthen civilian rule and push the army 
further back to barracks as Argentina and 
Brazil have done. 

The decision places the bafl firmly hank in 


the lap of the Home Secretary, Jack Straw. 
He must decide whether the extradition 
should proceed, or whether there are 
grounds, co mpassionate or otherwise, to 
object to it He should ignore the advice of 
the apologists for Pinochet, Lady Thatcher 
and William Hague amongst them. The 
Government has consistently said it would 
Jet the law take its course. The law has 
taken its course. The Government should 
not chang e its mtnd now. 


Peace junkies 

Ulster gets its fix 

ONE of the weaknesses of toe Northern 
Ireland peace process has been its constant 
napd for a fix of drama. Like an addict 
requiring a jolt to get up in toe morning, the 
process has often seemed chemically depen- 
dent on the rush of adrenalin — whether 
provided by a bombing in Omagh or a visit 
from an American ■ president Without a 
sense of event, the humdrum, day-today 
work of peace-making often appears to be 
too much for Northern Ireland- Energies 
flag, goodwffl breaks down — until a senior 
player warns that the whole thing is about 
to collapse. The shock of such a statement 
then induces enough panic to jolt the enter- 
prise back into life. 

That has been the pa ttern in Northern 
Ireland these last few days, beginning with 
a gloomy message from Seamus Mahon, the 
much-admired deputy leader of the SDLP 
and designated deputy first minister in the 
Northern Ireland Assembly. He warned that 
the Good Friday Agreement could sink if 
key decisions were not taken within the 
next 10 days. He cited the thorny negotia- 
tions over the scope of the north-south 
bodies that will link Ulster and the Repub- 


lic, and the equally fraught talks about the 
structure of the province’s new executive: 

The shot of drama cam e with a visit 
yesterday from the Prime Minister, whose 
dedication to Northern Ireland has been one 
of the most admirable aspects of his pre- 
miership. U nder his guidance, nationalists 
and Unionists were able to agree on at least 
six areas of north-souto co-operation — the 
minimum required under toe Good Friday 
accord. Differences remain, however, over 
the new executive, with Unionists wanting 
few e r ministerial departments, perhaps in 
order to keep the number of Sinn Fein 
office-holders down to one. rather than two. 

This should not be an unbridgeable gap. 
IP s a dispute over detail, not principle — a 
point Tony Blair will underline in Dublin 
today by becoming the first British politi- 
cian to address a joint session of the Dali 
and Senate since Ireland achieved indepen- 
dence in 1922. His presence there will con- 
firm the historic chang e that this year Has 
witnessed, the recognition by Ireland's dif- 
ferent communities that they are destined 
to live together and share a common island 
Obstacles remain, not least the U nionis t 
desire to see the IRA hand over weapons 
and the IRA’s equally adamant refiisal to do 
so. But the big step has already been taken: 
the people of Northern Ireland have chosen 
file road to peace — even if they need the 
occasional drama-fix to keep them on it 


Business 

Reject Rolls-Royce’s bluff 

TONY BENN’S diaries recall how, as Indus- 
try Secretary, he told the then chair man of 
Rolls-Royce, Sir Kenneth Keith, where to get 
off when the industrialist tried some bully- 
boy tactics back in the 1970s. 


Little has changed over the years. The 
current boss of Rolls-Royce, Sir Ralph Rob- 
ins, has warned that the aero engine com- 
pany will consider moving lock, stock and 
smoking barrel to toe US should the Gov- 
ernment adopt “costly” European social 
legislation. Ministers would he well advised 
to take a leaf out of Mr Benn’s book and give 
toe company toe same dusty answer it 
received a quarter of a century ago. 

Sir Ralph's argument is that it costs 30 per 
cent more to manufacture goods in Europe 
than it does in the United States. That may 
well be true in nominal terms, but as every 
economist knows, what matters is the cost 
per unit of output Here, the higher produc- 
tivity and superior capital utilisation of 
European companies — particularly in 
high-tech sectors such as aerospace — pays 
off 

As a result Europe's manufacturing sec- 
tor is not loss-making at all, but highly 
efficient and profitable, as a quick glance at 
the trade figures clearly shows. While the 
US is running a whopping trade deficit 
France — toe epitome of the high-cost 
European model — boasts a massive 
surplus. 

If the economics of moving to the US are 
poor, then the politics are equally lousy. 
Europe represents a huge market for any 
aeroengine company, and by wrapping it- 
self in toe Stars and Stripes Rolls-Royce 
might lose orders. Even for shareholders, 
it’s hard to see the point 

Actually, of course, there isn’t a point 
because Sir Ralph is bluffing. The Govern- 
ment should not be swayed by industry’s 
special pleading — whether it comes from 
the pro- or anti-European camp — but might 
care to remind toe directors of Rolls-Royce 
that they would be in no position to draw 
their hefty salaries had toe state not bailed 
out the company back in the early 1970s. 


9 


Letters to the Editor 


.rs 


'i 


.. :< 
. - r ‘! V 


’ 


; J /I 1 


jl" 


Lords and the 
Royal Court 

DOLLY Toynbee paints a 
i nightmare scenario of 
Tory hereditary peers scup- 
pering by delay much of toe 
legislation In the Queen's 
Speech as their lastfling be- 
fore being deprived of voting 
rights (Comment; November 
23). There is an easy remedy: 
the Govemmentshouidan- 
nounce its intention to create 
at least 100 Labour hereditary 
peers whose task would be to 
defeat all Tory sabotage tac- 
tics and vote for the removal 
ofhereditary peers’ voting 
rights, including their own. 
Ernest Wistxich. 

London. 

"THERE is one ploy Tony 
I Blair could use to deal with 
his present diffi culties with 
democracy. Make Rhodri Mor- 
gan, Dennis Cana van and Ken 
Livingstone hereditary peers 
— end. then abolish them. 

I Morgan. 

Lincoln. 

AN Christmas be Car away 
Owith 759 lords a-leaping? 
Tony Tucker. 

Kingsley, Cheshire. 

W HY should the Jerwood 
Foundation get its name 
attachedtotheRoyalCourt&r 
a measly £3 million (Report, 
November 25)? Why not name 
it tiie Arts Council Royal Conrt 
for the mOUoas that are poured 
into the organisation? Or the 
National Lottery Royal Court 
after the £16 million grant 
received under Stephen 
Daldry's artistic leadership? ff 
the Royal Court is going bust, 
it’s because it Was greedy and 
over-expanded without a feasi- 
ble business plan. Arts organ!- : 
sations all leapt after Lottery 
money and now that it’s blow- 
ing up in their feces they won’t 

take responsibility. It’s time-to 
grow up; kiddies. . 
Annlka B hihm. 

London. 

DJEEF back on the menu (Nb- 

Dvember 24)? Howmany, . . . 

like myself, who had only • 
toyed with theidea of a meat- 
Etee diet are going to return to 
carnivorous ways on the say so 
of a handftd ofagriculture min- 
isters? No thank you. 

Natasha Moorfield. 
Bury.Lancs. 


Please Include a full postal, 
address, even on e-mailed 
letters, and a daytime telephone 
number. We may edit letters. 


Patients with doctors 


Y OUR leader (November 
23) focuses on a key cul- 
tural and political prob- 
lem of public policy in the 
“secret garden" of clinical 
practice. How can patients be . 
reassured that they are going 
to be seal by a doctor who 
knows what they are doing, 
and who is.up-fcwjatewfch best 
practice?' 

Patients are some way short 
of being able to make Informed 
judgments In advance of ac- 
cepting treatment Doctors 
.know where they would send 
their child or spouse, hut 
patients cannot disco ver 
which doctor is fliBy compe- 
tent and which Isn't To 
restore confidence in doctors, 
individual performance needs 
to be assessed, and published 
by named doctor. The public 
are entitled to be sure they see 
the best Tiroe doctors who 
are not iip to file mark need to 
be identified and improved be- 
fore they do damage. 

Two ftirther changes would 
help. The stronger monitoring 
presently proposed looks 
likely to he too closely con- 
trolled by the professions. An 
independent medical inspec- 
torate under lay chairman, 
with professional advisers, is 
essential. So too, is much, 
stronger local NHS manage- 
ment There have been some 
courageous efforts to tackle the 


problems well known to pro- 
fessionals and inadequately 
addressed by self-rejpilatiQn. 
These efforts have not received 
sufficient support from gov- 
ernment It is critical that chief 
executives afNHS Trusts be 
given consistent support at the 
h i g fitKt IpvpI tn manag e /din I- - 
cal performance and quality. 
This management should be 
done in public, not behind 
dosed doors with patients 
being asked to have faith until 
the nex t disaster is revealed. 
Prof John Spiers. 

Chairman. The Patients* ••• 
Association. 1995-1997. 


overhaul the current sys- 
tem whereby GPs choose their 
patients, not patients their GP 
(Letters, November 25). No one 
has the right to register with 
the GP of their choice, even if . 
they live in the catchment area 
of a GP with an open list 
Patients can be turned away 

for any reason or none. 

Those who do manage to 
register with their chosen GP 
may be struck off with no ex- 
planation and no right of ap- 


Party pledged to 
restrict the right of GPs to 
remove patients. When can we 
expect scane action? 

Mol AIL 

Edinburgh. 


A A UCH space has rightly 
I V I been given to calls far 
greater opennes&about doc- 
tors' performance and quicker 
action when things go wrong. 
While the National Consumer 
Council endorses both aims, 
we fed the remedies need to 
reach flirther than those pro- 
posed. Many cases of poor 
practice will nofbe the fault of 
a single doctor but will be 
caused by a complex combina- 
tion of factors, such as the use 

nflnwiw« fftmimmifaiti mi and 
supervirion problems, exces- 
sive workload, training def- 
iciencies and poor equipment 
Where an individual is the 
problem, continuing profes- 
sional development courses 
and clinical audits w£Q help, 
provided they are properly 
carried out 

. The quality of both could be 
much improved by input from 
those representing the con- 
sumer interest. Involving con- 
sumers in training, standard 
setting and even carrying out 
clinical audits would ensure 
that services are more relevant 
and accessible to those who use 
them. There are no Quick fixes: 
the problem of poor outcomes 
needs to be treated in the 
round, with patieoits contribut- 
ing to the cure. 

Ruth Evans. 

Director, National 
Consumer Coancfl. 


Poor quality 

QUSTAINABLEdevdop- 
Oment is about integrating 
Quality oflife and environ- 
mental protection (Quality of 
life gets a higher profile, No- 
vember 24). To measure it we 
need to understand the^eco- 
^Sciency of welfare” — 
thing* like how much energy 
people need to consume to 
keep warm in their homes, 
how Car a family has to drive 
each week to get to shops, 

workplaces and recreation, or 
how much soil degradation, . 

energy, traffic and pac k aging 
it takes to supply their food. 

The trouble with indicators 
like these is that they point to 
policies like energy conserva- 
tion, public transport and 
calised, low-input, labour-in- 
tensive food growing and 
retailing; where old-fashioned 
heavy public intervention will 
be needed; where efficienc y 
should mean employing more . 
people not fewer, and where 


deregulation and Interna-, 
tibnal competitiveness is 
more problem than solution. 

So the challenge to integrate 
is ducked. The environmental 
Indicators are simply parked 
next to conventional economic 
— economic growth, in- 
vestment in public assets and 
people in work. These head- 
line Indicators are such mean- 


er example) they could show 
po si tive tre n ds if we carry on 
spendi ng more private money 
driving in congested traffic, 

more public money building 

roads to accommodate it and 
hospitals to treat the injuries 
and respiratory and sed- 
entary Alnesses it causes. 
They won’t mate us any wiser 
about whether life in Britain 
is getting better or worse-' 
Only two of the thirteen in- 
dicators— expected years of 
healthy life, and homes unfit 
to live in — directly tell us 
about quality oflife. 

Roger Levett. 

London. . 


In celebration 


the 42 days ofPinocbefs ar- 
rest I did not mind that much 
whether be was released or 
not What counts for me is the 
celebration and memory of the 
lives of the innocent victims 
of his dictatorial regime, and 
that the younger members of 
mv family , in chile, in Argen- 
tina and the UK, can better 
understand now what the sup- 
porters ofPinochet stand for, 
and bopeftilly will reject that 
set of values while helping to 
build a fairer society for alL 
How can one support the 
immunity of the rapists of a 14- 

year-old secondary student, 
for example, who was impris- 
oned in Chilian, the first scene 
I remember from my arrival at 
the detainees’ camp (Concep- 
cion football stadium) on Octo- 
bers, 1973)? Why should I for- 
get? 

Dr. Marta Zabaleta. 

London. 


On acne, depression and mood-altering drugs 


LJAVE the lawyers who are 
M planning to sue Roche 
Products over Roaccutane, 
the wonder acne drug (Acne 


Pill’s suicide link, November 
19), given any thought to the 
severely depressing, indeed - 
debilitating effects of acne it- 
self? Roaccutane infect comes 
with a warning that, like . 
many drugs, it can affect menr 
tal state and leadtojnood 


For many, these mood 
changes are worth tolerating 
m exchange for the chance to 
live life to the fUll again. 

It's about time that lawyers, 
and the general public, recog- 
nise wbat dermatologists and - 


drug companies have long 
since known: there is nothing 
superficial or cosmetic about 
skin disorders. Leave acne 
sufferers to makeup their 
own mind about this remark- 
able drug that some would not 
be here without 
Dr Jay Prosser. 

University of Leicester. . 

(TOOK Roaccutane forsix - 
1 months last year. Having 
chronic acne meant I also suf- 
fered from depression, affect- 
ing my self-esteem and social 
life. Being on the drug was 

admittedly not very nicebut . 
one year on. lama changed 

person. The thought of this ... 

drug being banned because of 


the bad publicity from a 
minor number of adverse 
reactions is Simply terrifying. 
Naomi Paten. 

London. 

WOUR championship of the 
T drug Clozapine is. I think. . 
blatant advertising on behalf 
of the drug company involved 
(Leader, November 21). It 
is an old drug which was with- 
drawn because it had led to 

the deaths of so many patients. 

It was reintroduced several 
years ago, together with the 
compulsory monitoring of , 
every patient on the drug to 

see that the level of their 
white blood cells did not fell to 
.dang erously low levels. 


Despite this monitoring the 
drug has continued to cause 
the death of patients. We do 
not know their number. 

The drug has other highly 
undesirable side effects. For 
exampleit can cause severe 
epflepsy. The abrupt with- 
drawal of the drug. if the 
white blood cells fall, can pro- 
duce a highly serious psy- 
chotic state. 

It must be asked, are the 
benefits efthe drug worth the 
risks Involved? No one knows 
how Clozapine or indeed any 
other antipsychotic drug, ex- 
ert their beneficial affects. 
Gw yneth Wwnwinp 
Schizophrenia Association 
of Great Britain. 



Let’s give thanks for Christmas 


O F course kids should have 
Christmas presents 
(Parents, G2. November 25). 
Bat the pressure on both 
parents and kids to keep up 
with toy feds that change 
every five minutes is enor- 
mous. No Shop Day this Satur- 
day isn’t about depriving kids, 
but about questioning 
whether the glitzy promises of 
advertising bear up in reality. 
Do kids really benefit from 
being seduced into the throw- 
away society practically be- 
fore they're walking? How do 
the kids sidelined in the play- 
ground feel, just because their 
parent can't afford to keep up 
with this consumerism? 

Surely this deserves a sen- 
sible debate. We should dis- 
cuss not only the social im- 
pacts that advertising has on 
kids and their parents, but 
also the environmental effects 
of our throwa w ay culture. Do 
we want our children to grow 
op in a world of waste dumps 
and toxic waste? 

We want all children, 
regardless of their parents’ in- 
come, to enjoy Christmas now 
and in the fixture. That means 
protecting them from exploit- 
ative TV advertising, and the 
cynical use of “pester power” 


to push products that nobody 
needs and many cannot afford. 
Dr Anna Thomas. 

Friends of the Earth. 

A MEN to your leader (No- 
/\vember24). Someone has 
finally noticed that Christmas 
in the US is not an orgy’of 
television-watching, nor, for 
that matter, of boozing. Both 
such over-indulgences would 
be considered irreverent even 
in non-religious households. 
Gayle Goshorn. 

London. 

I ’M afraid I have to shatter 
the illusion that Americans 
turn away from the tube on 
national holidays. After two 
years here, it has become ap- 
parent that virtually every 
male in America descends 
from the dinner table to watch 
the football game for the rest 

of ThanlcQg ifftng/niridmag 

day. Most women escape to 
the movies, or even the malL 
Although your desire to see 
the British spend more time 
talking to MPh other is admi- 
rable, the US is not where we 
should be looking for 
guidance. 

Prue Neath. 

Philadelphia, US. 


Devil’s work 

WOUR scurrilous article 
T (Ruined church snatched 
from Satan ists, November 24) 
seeks to link Paganism with 
Satanism and accuses us of 
involvement in the desecra- 
tion of churches. That is an 
outrageous lie. Paganism Is a 
religion rooted in reverence 
for nature, the acknowledge- 
ment of deity as both goddess 
and god, add an ethical way of 
life- Pagans do not believe in, 
let alone worship, the Chris- 
tian deviL There are over a 
hundred thousand Pagans in 
Britain today: Far from at- 
tacking Christians we are en- 
gaged in constructive dia- 
logue with them and with the 
otherreligious communities 
of out multi-faith society 
through the Inter Faith Net- 
work. To claim that "anybody 
standing in the pentagon is 
under the control of the devil” 
may not surprise critics ofUS 
foreign policy but is nonsensi- 
cal in this context The dese- 
cration of any place of worship 
is a crime against spirituality 
and the great majority of 
Pagans, like decent folk of 
every faith, -will unhesitat- 
ingly condemn it 
John MacIntyre. 

Interfaith coordinator. 

The Pagan Federation. 


Family friend 


that the Government's 
sole focus In making work pay 
is through means-tested bene- 
fits (Society, November 25). 
Can I inject a little balance? 

The Working Families Tax 
Credit will guarantee every 
working family an income of 
at least £190 per week whilst 
ensuring they keep more of 
each pound they earn. Second, 
Martin Evans commends 
Child Benefit as a work Incen- 
tive but fails to mention the 
record increase we have an- 
nounced —to £14.40 for the 
first child. 

Third, he ignores our 
agenda to reform tax and 
National Insurance to improve 
the rewards from work. Then 
there is the minimum wage, 
the new Disabled Persons Tax 
Credit and pilots to allow 
people on Incapacity Benefit to 
try work. Not to mention the 
New Deals and our agenda for 
improving skills in the labour 
force and p romoting family 
friendly employment 

The Government is provid- 
ing incentives to work while, 
doing more to help people who 
need help most 
Alistair Darting. 

Secretary of State far 
Social Security. 


Oxford dons have done 
poetry a disservice 


“pHANKyou for highlight- 

I ing my employer Oxford 
University Press’s outrageous 
decision to axe its entire poet- 
ry list on grounds of insuffi- 
cient profitability (Neither 
rhyme nor reason. November 
24). It may Interest your read- 
ers to know that last year the 
Press, then in surplus, gave 
the university a one-off dona- 
tion of £20 million. 

A fraction of this sum could 
have secured the future of the 
poetry list yet in a grotesque 
display of institutional philis- 
tinism, the university 
dons who sit as delegates 
voted with management to 
end the Press’s 80-year com- 
mitment to contemporary 
poetry. 

However much manage- 
ment may bleat about com- 
mercial imperatives. OUP is 
an autonomous department of 
the university, an arrange- 
ment that should entail are- 
sponsibity to academic ideals 
— indeed the top brass fre- 
quently explain cuts in fringe 


benefits to staff on the 
grounds of conserving 
resources for the core activity 
of furthering scholarship and 
literature. As 40 poets begin 
hunting for a new publisher, 
and eight OUP employees face 
redundancy, the stench of hy- 
pocrisy hangs heavy over 
Oxford. 

Name and address supplied. 

/“NUFs beaching of poets 
V/ such as Basil Bunting 
joins them to a list of ex-Bunt- 
ing publishers which includes 
The Cleaners Press, Fulcrum 
Press and Kaspar and 
Houghton — names now 
known largely to historians. 
It’s a reminder that the main - 
service fleet of poetry will 
remain enthusiastic small 
presses. The real losers are 
OUP themselves, their hard- 
won reputation for long-term 
commitment to their authors 
looking decidedly seasick. 
Richard CaddeL 
Basil Bunting Poetry Centre, 
Durham University Library. 
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10 OBITUA RIES 

Sir Kenneth Oxford 


The Guardian Thursday November 261998 


Old school 
law and order 


K enneth Oxford, 
who has died aged 
74. was one of the 
most outspoken 
and influential 
chief constables of the post- 
war years. While he was 
highly regarded by colleagues 
as a traditional policeman, he 
was to clash with his local 
police committee over what 

they saw as his autocratic be- 
haviour, and to become the 
first chief constable in Brit- 
ain to authorise the firing of 
CS gas canisters, during riots 
in Toxteth, Liverpool in 1981. 

Born in Lambeth, south 
London, and educated locally 
at Caldecot School Oxford 
joined the RAF at the age of 18 
and served in Bomber Com- 
mand during the war. After 
demob In 1947 he considered 
becoming a teacher, but in- 
stead joined the Metropolitan 
Police, one of the large intake 
of ex-servicemen recruited 
after the war. 

He served as a detective in 
the Met his most famous case 
being that of the A6 murder 
for which James Hanratty 
was hanged in 1962 and which 
remains controversial to this 
day. Oxford, as a young detec- 
tive sergeant, was involved in 
the crucial stages of the inves- 
tigation and gave evidence in 
the trial that was to convict 
Hanratty, still protesting his 
innocence. 

Marked out early on as pro- 
motion material, he reached 
the rank of detective superin- 
tendent with the Met before 
moving upwards with senior 
posts as assistant chief consta- 
ble with Northumbria Police 
and deputy chief constable of 


Merseyside. While at North- 
umbria he conducted an in- 
quiry Into the policing of the 
1970 South African rugby tour, 
which had been the target of 
sustained anti-apartheid dem- 
onstrations. He gave the 
police a clean bill ofhealth. 

He became chief constable 
of Merseyside In 1976 and was 
to lead one of the country’s 
most high-profile forces for 
the next 13 years, a much 
longer times pan in the top job 
than most chief constables 
now expect 


He blamed parents 
for the riots: ‘If they 
are not going to 
pick up their 
responsibilities 
and apply 
discipline it means 
I have got to do it’ 


He was outspoken in his 
attacks on the legal profes- 
sion. television violence and 
the press. In 1980, following 
the controversial death of 
James Kelly In police custody 
in Huyton. be attacked his 
critics: “predictable vocifer- 
ous groups bent on the dises- 
tablishment of democratic 
policing, supported by so- 
called Investigative 

journalism.” 

His big test came the 
following year during the 


Toxteth riots when he author- 
ised his officers to fire CS gas 
canisters to disperse the 
crowds. The riots left one 
young unemployed man dead 
and many, including police 
officers, injured. Oxford 
blamed the parents of the 
rioters for the "uncivilised 
rampage”, saying "If these 
parents are not going to pick 

up their responsibilities and 

apply discipline it means i 
have got to do it” 

Calls for his resignation 
from members of the black 
community followed as they 
blamed him for insensitive 
policing, but he garnered 
much support from the Young 
Conservatives, who presented 
blm with a petition signed by 
6,000 people supporting his 
handling of the riots. 


He was to plash frequently 
with the then chairman of | 
the police co mmi ttee (later 
the police authority) Marga- 
ret Slmey, who was just as 
capable as Oxford of stating 
her case. Mrs (now Lady) Si- 
mey later said that his atti- 
tude to the authority was 
that they should “pay up and 
shut up." She added that if he 
was ever challenged, “it was 
as if you had opened the front 
gate and gone into a garden 
where a dog was loose — 
barking, shouting, denigrat- 
ing. I put it down to the feet 
that being challenged by a 
woman was quite outside his 
experience." 

One former senior col- 
league of Oxford's agreed 

with her, saying that Oxford 
found powerful women diffi- 
cult to accept “with the excep- 
tion of the Queen and Mrs 



Under attack . . . Kenneth Oxford is helped into a car after a meeting with community leaders during the Toxteth riots of 1981 


Thatcher." under whose pre- 
miership he was knighted in 
1988. He had received the 
Queen's Police Medal in 1977 
and the GBE In 1981. 

The police committee urged 
him to resign in 1985 
following a further clash over 
his style of policing. The then 
Home Secretary. Leon Brit- 
tan, declined the pressure and 
backed Oxford. 

But police colleagues spoke 
warmly of his leadership 
qualities, of the loyalty he in- 


spired in his officers and his 
desire to uphold the law. "He 
was a pro fes si o nal of the old 
school" said one former col- 
league. “A very strong char- 
acter, very respected by his 
officers. He was also one of 
the key players in anti-terror- 
ism [as a member of the 
Association of Chief Police 
Officers anti-terrorism com- 
mittee between 1982 and 
1989]." 

He appointed Britain's first 
woman assistant chigf consta- 


ble In Alison Halford, but 
their relationship deterio- 
rated and Ms Halford was 
later to bring an action 
against her force for sexual 
discrimination in passing her 


over for promotion. 

At the hearing of her case 
in 1982, Ms Halford talked of 
the “tyranny” of Oxford’s 
leadership and said how she 
bad been humiliated when be 
ruled that she was not to be 
given command of the force 
while he was away fll She 


claimed she had been “rub- 
bished marginalised" by 
Oxford, who had “never, ever 
rubbed shoulders with some- 
one such as myself who could 
stand shoulder to shoulder 
with him and say, 1 am as 
good as you-, chum, because 1 
have done the same things’." 

After leaving the police in 
1989. Oxford became Deputy 
Lieutenant of Merseyside. He 
worked for two years as a 
regional director with Lloyds 
Bank before retiring to con- 


template his roses and spend 
more time on his other inter- 
ests oT cricket — hefojlawed'- 
the fortunes of both Surrey 
and his adopted home of Lan-'i 
cashire — and music. V . ' . 

He is survived by his wife, 
Muriel wham he married in 
1951. They had no children. ' 


Duncan Campbefl 


Sir Kenneth Oxford, policeman, 
bom June 25, 1924; died Novem- 
ber 23, 1998 


A Country Diary 


Birthdays 


Kenny Kirkland 


WHITBURN: The tide was 
falling as we left the prome- 
nade and walked on to the 
sands, where white-topped 
breakers rolled in off the 
North Sea. Buffeting wind 
made it difficult to hold binoc- 
ulars still, bat towards the 
rocks at the northern end of 
the beach I could make out 
something grey that seemed 
to be drifting in and out with 
the tide- Even at this distance 
we could see that the “some- 
thing" was a flock of sander- 
lings — the most hyperactive 
wading birds on the seashore 
— constantly dashing for- 
ward to grab crustaceans dis- 
turbed by the retreating 


waves then scurrying back 
before the next breaker ar- 
rived. As we moved closer we 
could see a large flock — 120 
before I lost count — surging 
forward, turning, then 
retreating in perfect syn- 
chrony, in rhythm to the 
breaking waves, their black 
legs a blur of movement. 
These are the most approach- 
able of shore birds and they 
ignored us as we passed 
wi thin io yards. Only a chas- 
ing dog disturbed them, send- 
ing the flock In an arc be- 
tween the wave crests, before 
they settled back further 
along the shore. A binocular 
sweep across the rocks at the 


end of the sands revealed 
scores of waders, waiting for 
the. tide to fell Chestnut- 
backed tumstones picked 
their way through piles of 
seaweed, alongside redshanks 
and ringed plovers. A bar- 
tailed god wit probed the edge 
of a pool with its upturned 
beak. Soon they were lost in 
shadow and we retraced our 
steps towards the promenade, 
past the boarded- up funfair 
and the bright lights of the 
amusement arcades. The so- 
dium street lamps were com- 
ing on. matching golden 
flecks of cloud In a winter 
twilight sky. 

PHIL GATES 


Prof Margaret Boden, phi- 
losopher and psychologist, 62; 
Robert Goulet, singer and 
actor, 65; Lord Gowrie, for- 
mer chairman. Arts Council 
of England. 59; John Gam- 
mer MP. former Conserva- 
tive minister, 59; John 
Hendry, co-director. Design 
Museum, 43; Ann Keen. 
Labour MP. 50; John Me Vie, 
rock musician, 53; Joyce 
Quin MP, minister for 
Europe, 54; Charles Schultz, 
cartoonist, creator of Pea- 
nuts, 76: Gisela Stuart, 
Labour MP, 43; Barbara 
Switzer, trade union leader, 
58; Una Turner, singer, 59: 
Keith Vaz. Labour MP, 42. 
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The free-wheeling keyboard 


T HE pianist Kenny 
Kirkland, who has died 
aged 43 of a suspected 
drug overdose, was 
most famously associated 
with trumpeter Wynton Mar- 
salis, with whom he worked 
in the first part of the 1980s,. 
but he straddled the jam and 
rock worlds with comfort and 
consummate eclecticism. 

The Marsalis period was 
light years removed from 
Kirkland’s early career as a 
teacher of classical music, 
following his studies at the 
Manhattan School of Music — 
he was born in New York. His 
blossoming friendship with 
Herbie Hancock, however, 
coupled with an ear increas- 
ingly cocked towards rhythm 
and blues, led him into the 
more free-wheeling areas of 
keyboard playing, particu- 
larly on synthesizer and elec- 
tric piano, and he joined Pol- 
ish fusion violinist Michel 
Urbaniak’s band for a 1977 
European tour. 

Stints with ex-Weather 


Report hassman Miroslav Vi- 
to us and drummer Elvin 
Jones followed in quick sue-, 
cession before Kirklan d was 
invited to join the band of the 
virtuoso Japanese trumpeter 
Terumaso Hlno. It was while 
on tour with Hino that Kirk- 
land first came to the atten- 
tion of Marsalis and he 
needed no second Invitation 
to join forces with the trum- 
pet world's rising star. 

If Marsalis's playing was 
unsurpassed — it was sug- 
gested by some be was al- 
ready on a par with Miles 
Davis — then Kirkland was 
not far behind, providing 
Marsalis with accompani- 
ment that was well beyond 
the norm for a sideman. So 
much so that, together with 
Marsalis’s brother, the saxo- 
phone playing Branford, 
Kirkland's association with 
Marsalis brought him to a far 
wider audience than had 
seemed likely, and with it the 
attention of some of rock mu- 
sic’s biggest names. 


Thus, to the surprise and 
ill-concealed annoyance of 
Marsalis, both Kirkland and 
brother Branford left the 
band to join Sting. The result 
of their union was a lengthy 
period of touring, on and off 
for some 12 years, right up 
until last year, and a hand not 
only in." lass's critically ac- 
claimed Dream of the Blue 
Turtles album, but also the 
full length video of the mak- 
ing of that album. 

Kirkland rarely recorded 
under his own name. — just 
one 1991 effort as band-leader, 
and that since deleted — but 
this points less to lack of am- 
bition than an excess of invi- 
tations to record and tour 
with others. 

I saw him twice in the past 
year, both times as part of the 
quartet of the prodigious 
young alto-saxophonist Ken- 
ny Garrett. Their London 
date was fine, as fine as the 
intimate form of small group 
Jazz can be in a 2,000 seater 
auditorium. 


But it was the -New Year’s 
Eve gig at Sweet Basil's Club 
in Greenwich Village which 
will live with me the longer, _ 
With 200 people squeezed into 
a room meant for 80, they 
raised the roof to such an ex- 
tent that repairs to New 
York's skyline were all but 
necessary. Garrett was su- 
perb, drummer Jeff "Tain" 
Watts heroic. But it was Kirk- 
land who stole the show, his 
hands running down the key- 
board at breakneck speed, 
then retreating with a rare 
lightness of touch, all accord- 
ing to the demands of the 
tune. 

His untimely death robs the 
worlds of both. Jazz and rock 
of a towering presence and, 
by all accounts, one bell of a 
nice guy. 


Peter Moss 


Kenny Kirkland, pianist and key-', 
board player, bom September 
28. T955; died circa November 
13, 1098. 



Kenny 
Kirkland . . 
be began 
his career 
t eaching 
cla ssica l 
music 
before bring 
drawn into . 
the worlds ‘ 


CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


SOME OF the figures given 
for British beef exports to 
Italy in 1995, Page 4, Novem- 
ber 24, were wrong. The fig- 
ures should have been 41,700 
tonnes, worth, a total of £126 
minion. 

A PHOTOGRAPH accompany- 
ing a report about the lifting of 
the ban on British beet Page 4, 
November 24, was captioned 
“Ron Barter, counting the cost 
" etc. The picture, in feet, 
showed not the Ron Barter 
who was correctly identified 
In (he report but an unrelated 
former named Richard Barter, 
a slip by the agency that sup- 
plied the picture. Apologies to 
both formers, 

IN A RETORT headed. Heavy 
hand on hemp as Greece hits 
drug trade, Page 12, Novem- 
ber 24, we said, “Last month 
police Intercepted a train-load 
of moles carrying 200 tons of 
hashish across foe mountain- 
less border [between Greece 


and Albania]." The following 
version might be better: “Last 
month police intercepted a 
mule-train carrying 200 tons 
of hashish across the moun- 
tainous border.” 

IN A REPORT about Prince 
Charles's interest in the Brit- 
ish Archaeological School in 
Athens, Page 11, November 
23, we referred to the discov- 
ery of the Minoan palace at 
Knossos by Sir John Evans. 
That should have been Sir 
Arthur Evans. 

IN A News in Brief item, Page 
23, November 24, headed. 
Bosses' pay hopes muted, we 
said that foe average pay and 
bonuses last year for manag- 
ing directors was - £178,650 in 
companies with a turnover of 
more than £200,000. That 
should have been "more t ha n 
£200 million". 

APOLOGIES for calling 
David Mayer, the theatre his- 


torian, Donald, when an- 
nouncing his 70th birthday, 
Page 15, November 23. 

PAT Koec hi in-S myth e . the 
showjumper, who appeared 
in the Birthdays, column. 
Page 23, November 21, died in 
February, 1996. Apologies to 
her family. 

THE HORNIMAN Museum, 
referred to in an article 
headed. Belle of Shoreditch, 
Page 10, G2, November 23, is 
not in Tulse HOI [London]. It 
is In Forest Hill 

HOMOPHONE of foe month: 
In a report beaded. Targets 
for devil worship, Page 3, No 1 
vember 24, we said that the 
name of a Satanic goddess 
"had been daubed on the wall 
and a fire lit in the knave". 

It is the polity of the Guardian 
to correct errors as soon as 
possible. Please quote date and 
page number . Readers may 


contact the office of the Read- 
ers ' Editor by telephoning 0171 
239 9589 between Ham and 
5pm, Monday to Friday. Sur- 
face mail to Readers ' Editor. 
The Guardian, 119, Farring- 
ton Road. London EClR 3BR. 
Fax : 0171 239 9897. E-mail: 
readerG£guardian.co.uk . 


Death Notices 


icurxl Nfenoitt, ejae, FJta, on sm- 

Kowmber 199B. aged 90. Husband or 
Giona. Utter o< Susannah and CwiUk- 
emwm* ProtoMW, UMverMtv al OxMj. 
Emeritus Pel km or Brauns** Cottage- M- 
nil hmerel. no (lowers, but duneda* ■ ' 
d«h*i to Sir M tehee) Saboll House. 
Churchill Hospital, Oxford. OX9 7U. 

Memorial meeting at a later daw. 

SMTIK Gladys Mary, on aSrd ttwrt* 
1988. aged 88 wars, widow el Erie am*, 
of Saddteworm. much loved mother. 
Janei and Rods rick. TharftiaMOfl SWW 
at St Mary's Church. GreenMtd. on Tuoe- 
day siti December at IS noon. I 
0 Barlow 4 Sam Ud 0W1 8iM : 

■To place vour antwuncamart atioofion* 
Slri T134587or h» 0T71 rodWWWaen 
9am and Spin Mon-Fri. 
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Strong pound and Asian crisis help to push Britain £2.5bn in the red I Notebook 
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B RIT AIN'S trade 
gap with the rest of 
the world bal- 
looned to a record 
level In September 
as, the strong pound squeezed 
exports and slashed the oost 
of Imported goods, the Gov- 
ernment said yesterday. 

Official figures showed that 
the combined impact of ster- 
ling's strength and the Asian 
crisis helped posh the OK’s 
visible trade gap £2^ billion 
into the red — a worse perfor- 
mance even than that at the 
height of the late 1980s boom? 

Officials admitted that the 
trend in trade was clearly de- 
teriorating after the data 
revealed that exports fell by 
3 per cent to £13-3 billion in 
September while imports rose 
by 5 per cent to «1S» billion. • 
City analysts said ' the size 
of the trade gap shortened the 
odds an a farther, art M inter- 
est rates .nett mgmfo to aid 
the hard-ptes8ed.^ahu&ctur- 
ing sector, which has been 
warning 'for sometime that 
export arderboaksh&ve been 
drying up. r 

Adam Cole, at HSBC, said 
that trade wap gctfag ss. ^sig- 
nificant drag oa '^rowth. ’' As 
such, these data further in- 
crease the pressure for lower 
base rates, with January still 
the most likely timing, hut 
December looking an increas- 
ingly close call" 

Trade mirdsterBrianWS- 
son said that the turmoil in 
the Far East was continuing 
to affect the overall trade fig- 
ures, but he urged exporters 
not to ahanflnn the emerging 
markets. 

"Global economic prob- 
lems, particularly in Asia, 





continue to have a serious 
negative Impact on the over- 
all figures,'* he said. "We can- 
not expect to be Immune f rom 
these events, despite the de- 
termined efforts of many Brit : 
ish companies.’" 

The shadow trade and in- 
dustry secretary, John Red- 
wood. blamed “Labour’s mon- 
umental incompetence” for 
the situation. 

"We have companies un- 
able to export as much as be- 
fore because of Labour's bur- 
dens on business, «nrf people 
here are only able to afford 
imports,” be said. 

According to the Office for 
-National Statistics, the trade j 
gap in goods virtually 
doubled in September from | 
£1.3 billion to £2.5 billion, 
with the partial figures for 
October showing an improve- 
ment in die non-European 
Union deficit from £1.9 bffLtan 
to£1.3bQlion. 

Over the quarter as a 
whole, the deficit widened 
from £0 billion to£5JJ billion 

— the worst three-month per- 
formance since the seco nd 
quarter of 1990, when the 
economy was poised on the 
brink of recession. 

Britain’s traditional 
strength in services helped to 
.offset sorqe of^the -shoptfidl in. 
goods; with a surplus of 
£1 billion, in September — the 
same as in August 

However, that stiff meant 
that the ! overall deficit, in 
goods and services combined 
.rose from ■ £200 million to 
ELSbiBion.. •• 

Measured by volume, 
which strips, out the impact of 
currency movements, yester- 
day’s figures showed that ex- 
ports fell by 2£percent in 
September while Imports rose 
by 4.7 per cent 

Tfrrrinrifag oil and erratics 

— goods which have an un- 
usuhl pattern of trade — ex- 
ports were flat over the latest 
quarter and 1.7 per cent 
higher than in the July to 
September period of 1997. Im- 
ports rose by per cent over 
the quarter and by 8.5 per 
cent over the year. 

Among exports, only basic 
materials and. wnl-mamifnrv 
hired goods saw increases in 
volumes , during _ the latest 
three months. 

Exports of cars were down 
7 per cent . other consumer 
goods by 6 per cent For im- 
ports, cars rose by 5*4 per 
cent capital goods by 8 per 
cent and consumer goods by 
3V4 per dent 
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Mark Atkinson 
Econondcc Correspondent 


T HE International Mon- 
etary Fund’s managing 
director expressed op- 
timism yesterday that the 
worst of the global eco-. 
nomte crisis which began In 
Asia nearly 18 months ago 
is over. 

Despite downgrading the 
IMF’s forecast for Japan, 
the world’s second-largest 
economy, Michel Camdes- 
sus said the overall picture 


looked better. “Is the crisis 
over? I wouldn’t say that. 
We are listening now to 
some sighs of relief — that 
the worst of the crisis is 
. over. But we can’t allow 
ourselves. . . a false sensa- 
tion of security.” 
i Mr Camdessus’s upbeat ■ 
comments in Spain follow 
signs that financial mar- 
kets have stabilised in the 
past few weeks as a result of 
interest rate cuts in the US 
and elsewhere. 

Praising efforts by South 
Korea and Thailand to 


reform, Mr Camdessus said 
recovery in those econo- 
mies should begin by next 
year. 

However, he said the Jap- 
anese economy was still 
shaky and could jeopardise 
recovery elsewhere in the 
region if it did not turn it- 
self around soon. 

The depth of the crisis in 
Japan was underlined by 
the downward revision to 
the IMF’s two-month-old 
forecast for the country. 

At the end of September, 
the IMF predicted Japan 


would contract by 2.5 per 
cent in 1998 before recover- 
ing next year to grow by 
0.5 per cent. 

Now. it expects the Japa- 
nese economy to shrink by 
3 per cent this year and 
stagnate in 1999. 

Mr Camdessus applauded 
Tokyo's efforts to stimulate 
economic growth by cutting 
taxes, increasing 
government spending and 
revamping the banking 
sector, but said he did not 
know whether that would 
be sufficient. 


Salsbury the top tip as M&S talks drag on 


kogerCaw* 


M ARKS & Spencer's 
board was locked In 
a lengthy meeting 
last night attempt- 
ing to resolve the leadership 
issue which has plunged Brit- 
ain’s leading retailer into an 
unprecedented crisis. 

The company Is expected to 
announce today that Peter 
Salsbury will take over next 
May as chief executive, the 
post held- -hy_ Sir Rjcbaid 
Greenbury, who is also chair - 
mao. 

Keith Oates, the deputy 


chairman. Is likely to be a ca- 
sualty of this reorganisation. 
•His departure would be the 
price for having pushed the 
succession issue into the 
headlines with, his last-ditch 
appeal to. the nonexecutive 
directors not to be overlooked 
fin: one of the top Jobs. 

The board is also expected 
to bow to City pressure to ap- 
point a strong deputy chair- 
man who would take over 
from Sir Richard when be 
retires, and to bring fa-ward 
his retirement date by at least 
a year from .2001 — the date 
I agreed two years ago. 

Lord MacLaurin, the for- 


mer Tesco chairman, con- 
firmed. yesterday that he had 
turned down an offer to be 

deputy ch ffiman, and criti- 
cised file M&S board for faff- 
ing to secure an- orderly suc- 
cession. He. contrasted the 
rownver the succession to Sir 

Richard Greenbury with fire 
announcement of appoint- 
ments at Tesco two years be- 
. fare Lord MacLaurin stepped 
down. 

- “The directors of Marks &- 
Spencer, both executive and 
nonexecutive, have a certain 
amount of egg on their feces 
at the moment," Lord Mac- 
Laurin said. 


The high-profile wrangling 
at M&S, which has dragged 
on for file past three weeks, 
has dismayed investors, espe- 
cially at a time when the 
retailer feces severe trading 
difficulties which left it with 
a 23 per cent drop In profits 

for the first half of the year. 

One institutional share- 
holder said yesterday: “It 
doesn’t fin you with a lot of 
co n fidenc e . Something needs 
to be done pretty quickly. 
They do seem to be taking a 
long time to come up with a 
decision.” 

Another said: "Given the 
recent performance, it makes 


an Institution like ours 
nervous.” 

Marks & Spencer’s non-ex- 
ecutive directors, led by the 
Prudential chairman. Sir 
Martin Jacomb, have been 
struggling for some time to 
build consensus over the suc- 
cession. But the board has 
been divided over the claims 
of Mr Salsbury, who Is a 
career M&S manager 
grounded in the rintiMwg busi- 
ness, and MT Oates, a rare ex- 
ample of an outsider with a 
financial and international . 
background who was | 
recruited at a senior leveL 

The Issue has been clouded 


by Sir Richard's apparent 
preference for Mr Salsbury 
and a reluctance to relax his 
grip on the company. He is 
believed to have considered 
Mr Oates unsuitable because 
he did not work his way up 
through the clothing business 
in file same way as Marks & 
Spencer's other senior man- 
agers. 

There have been concerns, 
however, that Sir Richard's 
forceful personality and dom- 
inant position on the board 
would prevent Mr Salsbury 
from implementing necessary 
chan ges in the group’s struc- 
ture and organisation. 


lean-up pay act 


Bonus culture survives censure in key 
companies; Dan Atkinson reports 


T HE backbone of British 
industry, is drifting 
towards a December 31 
deadline for.-' cleaning up its 
33 on bbardroo m pay, ill-pre- 
pared for the tough new 
^gnne and stiff rewarding ex- 
ecutxves regardless of their 
^^performance, a survey 
hag found. • 

Nearly one-third : of compa- 
“ws ranked between. 300 and 
wO jm~ the Stock Exchange 
wnnime fo give- at moot only 


sketchy details of how they 
pay ’ incentives to top 
directors. 

Executive’ shareroption 
sche mes are thriving, despite 
the cloud cast over them by 
the 1995 Greenbury report on 
corporate governance. More 
than 80 per cent of firms were 
still using these schemes, 
with many basing payments 
on the discredited yardstick 
of eamings-per-sbnre, which 

■is easy to manipulate. 


: Come New Year’s Day, all 
companies will be subject to 
ffie .Stock Exchange’s com- 
■Mned code on toppay disclo- 
sure, but yesterday’s report 
from accountants Pricewater- 
house Coopers showed a 
chunk of firms is the JTS E” 
-300-600 range — seen as the 
bulwark of the stock market 
ami the bub of future innova- 
tion and entrepreneurship — 
hopelessly Ill-prepared. 

; in extreme circumstances, 
'foe Exchange win be able to 
de-list companies that fell to 
comply. The code requires 
companies to explain their 
top-pay schemes and to show , 


how. they conform to stan- 
dards laid down by the Green- 
bury report and its succesor, 
foe 1998 Hampel report. Ide- 
ally, schemes ought to be 
Strictly tied to foe real perfor- 
mance of the business and be 
presented to shareholders for 
approval. 

The report shows how fer 
foe large-company sector is 
felling to prepare itself for the 
new regime. 

About 83 per cent of compa- 
nies in this range continue to 
afar annnai bonuses to exec- 
utives; despite such bonuses 
having been criticised on the 
ground that they .do not 


require shareholders’ 
approval 

hi one third of cases, com- 
panies failed to give meaning- 
fill information as to how bo- 
nuses were nalmilntnri • 

Executive share-option 
schemes "continue to thrive, 
in spite of coming under a 
cloud following Greenbury,” 
said foe report. Eighty-three 
per cent of companies sur- . 
veyed were still offering 
share options, and of those 
companies that made public 
their performance criteria, 47 
per cent said they were using 
eamings-per-share. not the i 
Greenbtny-approved practice | 


of comparison with similar 
companies. 

Just over one-third of com- 
panies surveyed used long- 
term incentive plans to 
reward executives, a type of 
scheme approved by Green- 
bury, but even here the crite- 
rion tended to be earnings, 
per-share. 

Report editor Moira Cono- 
ley said: "Too many compa- 
nies either do not link perfor- 
mance to reward, or are 
reluctant to disclose their per- 
formance criteria". From De- 
cember 31, foe said, “it will 
no longer be acceptable for 
companies to be coy”. 


Looking up . . . Michel Camdessus finds cause to smile while delivering his speech in Madrid photograph.- andrea comas 

IMF chief says the worst is (nearly) over 



Secret out on 
drugs merger 


■lark Milner 

F RANCE'S Rhbne-Pou- 
lenc and Germany’s 
Hoechst yesterday 
revealed the p harma ceutical 
industry’s worst-kept secret 
by confirming they are in 
talks to merge their life 
science businesses. 

If the deal about which the 
two companies kept tight- 
lipped until yesterday, does 
go ahead, analysts say it will 
create the second-biggest 
drugs operation in the world, 
behind Merck of the US. 

Yesterday’s two-line state- 
ment from foe companies — 
which have a combined mar- 
ket capitalisation of £27.7 bil- 
lion — gave no details beyond 
confirming talks are taking 
place and that “no guarantee 


TOURIST RATES — BANK SELLS 


can be made as to foe out- 
come of the current discus- 
sions”. 

Such caution is no surprise 
in an industry which has seen 
the collapse of planned merg- 
ers between Glaxo Wellcome 
and SmithKline Beecbam in 
February, and Monsanto and 
American Home Products last 
month. 

However, there are indica- 
tions talks are at an advanced 
stage, with senior Rhone-Pou- 
lenc executives reported to be 
In Frankfort to put the final 

touches to the deal. 

According to the French 
newspaper Le Monde, foe 
deal would involve the cre- 
ation of a drugs business 
based in Frankfurt and run 
by Richard Markham, foe 
boss of Hoechst’s drugs arm. 
Hoescbt-Marion Roussel. 
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Shoes are under par 


EVEN the endorsement of 
Laura Davies, winner of 
last week’s PGA tourna- 
ment in the US, has been 
unable to boost sales of Hi- 
Tec Sports' footware, writes 
Janice Warman. 

Shares in the Southend- 
based firm fell 7.5p to 18p 
yesterday after it warned 
that it would make a loss in 
the first half. 

Hl-Tec has been strug- 
gling to compete in a mar- 
ket flooded with cheap 
shoes as retailers make 
massive markdowns on top 
brands. 

The group has made ex- 
tensive management 
changes. CIS president 
Terry Mackness. who bas 
been with the company for 
18 years, has resigned and 
Is to be replaced by Jona- 
than Caplan, president of 
Reds Corporation. Neale 
Attenborough, previously 
president of Mitre Sports, 
will join as non-execntive 
director from Genes co. 

Hi-Tec began to look for 
investors but initial inter- 
est from trade businesses 
and financial investors 
waned. 

Trading performance in 
the UK has been good, con- 
sidering the retailing 
slump and the order book 
for the second half is com- 
parable with last year, said 
Harrison. But the US. 
which provides 40 per cent 
of sales, has performed 
badly. 

PHOTOGRAPH: TOM JEWUNS 



Drax for sale in power ploy 


David Gow 
Industrial Ecfltor 



ATIONAL Power, 
Britain's second- 
biggest electricity 
! generator, yester- 
day unveiled a sig- 
nificant and risky change of 
strategy by putting up for sale 
its biggest and best power 
plant and plugging into the 
domestic supply market. 

It hopes to raise up to £2 
billion to fund expansion at 
home and abroad and protect 
its earnings stream by selling 
off Drax, the 4000MW coal- 
fired plant in Yorkshire that 


provides about 40 per cent of 
its output and accounts for a 
quarter of its capacity. 

It also hopes to increase its 
presence in the open electric- 
ity supply market after paying 
the American joint owners of 
Midlands Electricity (MEB) 
£180 milli on to acquire its Z2 
milli on customers. 

But the markets were not 
convinced and knocked al- 
most 4 per cent off the share- 
price which fell 22p to close at 
537 '/jp. At one point National 
Power stock had lost nearly 
6 per cent of Its value. 

Analysts were at a loss to 
understand why the company 
was to sell what Nigel Haw- 


kins of Williams de Broe 
called its “jewel in the 
crown", the Drax plant fitted 
with expensive equipment to 
reduce sulphur dioxide 
emiss ions 

The planned disposal, said 
to have attracted substantial 
overseas interest, could cut 
National Power’s share of the 
generating market from 
21 per cent to just 12 per cent 
by 2000, raising City fears 
about future earnings and 
dividend growth. 

Mr Hawkins said: "I can 
only assume that if you put 
your biggest and best plant up 
for sale you must have some- 
thing up your sleeve. Perhaps 


there's a hidden agenda with 
an acquisition in the offing 
that requires serious money.” 
Unions expressed fears that 
the strategy could affect jobs 
at both Drax, which employs 
650, and at MEB, where 1.300 
work in the supply bnsiness. 

Keith Henry, National Pow- 
er's chief executive, Insisted 
the company had re-posl- 
tioned Itself to take advantage 
of sweeping changes coming 
to the energy market 
He said the disposal of Drax 
was necessary to obtain gov- 
ernment and regulatory ap- 
proval to buy MEB’s supply 
business. But analysts said 
the price, effectively costing 


between £80 and £100 per cus- 
tomer, was very high whan 
profit per new consumer 
could he just £8 a year. 

Mr Henry added that the 
“innovative” deal with MEB, 
owned by GPU and Cinergy, 
prefigured the split between 
the supply and distribution 
businesses of regional elec- 
tricity companies (Rees) de- 
manded by both minis ters 
and file regulator, Stephen 
Littlechild of Offer. National 
Power expects to get swift ap- 
proval following extensive 
discussions with Whitehall 
and Offer on its strategy. 

“We are getting access to 
supply customers and acquir- 


ing a strong marketing brand 
without the need to take on a 
distribution business which 
is not good value for share- 
holders and could tie up £1.5 
Milan in capital.'' Mr Henry 
said. But MEB’s supply busi- 
ness made just £19 million 
pre-tax profit on £1.14 billion 
sales last year. 

National Power has ruled 
Itself out of the £2 billion-plus 
battle for London Electricity, 
arguing that the price ts far 
too high. But Mr Henry indi- 
cated that it was seeking to 
take over another Rec and is 
thought to have held talks 
with the US owners of York- 
shire and Seeboard. 


Free market discovers the poor buy electricity too 


Scottish Power wants the customers 
rivals ignore, reports David Gow 


S COTTISH Power has hit 
on a novel way of win- 
ning more domestic cus- 
tomers in the liberalised elec- 
tricity market: it is targeting 
low-income households who 
are usually forced to use pre- 
payment meters. 

Normally, the main benefi- 
ciaries of free markets for gas 
and electricity have been 
higher-income customers 
who have won substantial 
rebates by paying through 
direct debit and and are 
courted with price cuts by 
rival companies. 

They can be up to five times 


cheaper to serve than poorer 
clients. 

Families on tight budgets 
and using prepayment meters 
have ended up meeting the 
highest bills. Consumer 
groups have accused suppli- 
ers of ignoring them and 
"cherry-picking” better-off 
consumers. 

Scottish Power, which has 
the highest number of prepay- 
ment customers in its home 
region and the fourth-highest 
proportion in the area served 
by its Manweb unit (667,000 in 
total), has teamed up with 
Eaga. a non-profit-making 
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body set up to promote energy 
efficiency in homes, to offer 
special help to prepayment 
clients. 

“If we can change the eco- 
nomics of serving these cus- 
tomers,” said Charles Berry, 
Scottish Power’s managing 
director for energy supply, 
“we get them a better deal 
and we open up a sector of the 
market that's normally 
thought not to be workable." 

Key elements of the scheme 
include free energy -efficiency 
surveys, help with maximis- 
ing state benefits and advice 
on debt management 

Customers will get more 
regular meter readings, per- 
haps monthly, and be offered 
the chance to pay according 
to the time they use power 


rather than units consumed. 
Some estimates say that con- 
sumers could save up to 
30 per cent on bills. 

A pilot scheme is about to 
start with 400 families in In- 
verclyde, south Lanarks, 
Crewe, Nantwich and Flint- 
shire. Mr Berry said the aim 
was to spread it across both 
regions served and, ulti- 
mately, to the whole of the UK 
— and the gas market 

Consumers, he said, would 
get warmer homes and lower 
bills while Scottish Power 
could achieve significant sav- 
ings by reducing the demands 
on call centres, and the cost of 
managing and collecting debt 


while increasing the number 
of services provided to such 
customers. 
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Sugar runs with the ball at Spurs 


Julia Flitch 


T ottenham Hotspur’s 
highly-paid squad could 
soon find negotiations 
for more lucrative contracts 
short and sour after dub 
chairman Alan Sugar yester- 
day announced he would be 
getting involved In the day-to- 
day running of the club. 

Mr Sugar, who believes 
Premiership players are over- 
paid. is to take a “more hands 
on" role at the north London 
club after chief executive 
Claude Ltttner anounced he 
was stepping down. 


Underside 


Dan Atkinson 


E UROSTAK’S response 
to the wave of anti-pri- 
vatisation strikes on 
the Continent is in the fin- 
est tradition of the Perma- 
nent Way, ensuring that, 
whatever the cost, the pas- 
senger gets home. The 
Paris-London service 
finally limped into Water- 
loo around midnight on 
Sunday, having made an 
unscheduled stop in Lille to 
pick up marooned travel- 
lers from Brussels. Euro- 
star offered black cabs 
home to all and sundry. 
One passenger was Bourne- 
mouth-bound — the cabbie 
in question trousered £208. 
Another was heading for 
Maesteg, Wales. The fare 
Can Only be imag ined. 

T HE Lord Chamber- 
lain's Office — once the 
feared censor of Lon- 
don theatre — survives and 
thrives, we hear. Toys and 
games group Paul Lamond 
referred Its double-deck of 


Spurs made a £1 million 
loss last year after operating 
expenses climbed from 
£19 million to £25 million — 
with all but £ 600,000 of the in- 
crease down to higher play- 
ers’ wages. 

"One of the main problems 
with football clubs is their 
high cost base, and If anybody 
can have a modicum of influ- 
ence to stop them rising at 
such a high rate then maybe 
it is Alan Sugar,” said one 
analyst 

Others said running the 
club was a full-time job and 
pointed to Mr Sugar's other 
responsibilities as chairman 


Millennium playing cards 
— each card representing a 
year of the 20th century — 
for approval by the office, 
because the 1977 card fea- 
tures the Qneen, and royal 
permission is required for 
nse of the monarchical 
image. Her Majesty was 
more than happy with the 
pic, we hear, bnt Inquired 
as to why Edward Vn was 
the sole monarch not pic- 
tured. Lamond moved 
quickly and Stravinsky 
reportedly made way for 
the century’s second sover- 



of electronics and computer 
groups Amstrad and Vlglen. 

Mr Sugar’s decision was 
confirmed as he faced 400 
shareholders at Tottenham's 
annual meeting. A key 
agenda item was a vote on 
whether the club should be 
allowed to buy back its own 
shares — a move which 
would effectively use com- 
pany cash to boost Mr Sugar's 
stake. 

The chairman barred the 
press from the meeting, but a 
spokesman for the dub said 
afterwards: "Buybacks are a 
complex issue and it had to be 
spelt out why the club might 


eign. The deck will be on 
sale in WH Smith next year. 

A S CRUNCH talks con- 
tinued yesterday on 
the future of Rover’s 
Longb ridge plant, a huge 
mailshot was under way to 
registered customers of 
Britain’s famous marque. 
The new Rover 75, the 
humph alleged, was a head- 
to-head competitor with 
such top names as Volvo, 
Saab and Mercedes-Benz. 
Missing from the hit-list of 
the 75’s competitors is 
BMW, owner of, er. Rover. 
Meanwhile, British taxpay- 
ers braced themselves to 
hear what they would have 
to pay BMW to host its 
Longbridge operation. 
BMW is adept in such nego- 
tiations — it pocketed 
$100 million from South 
Carolina five years ago in 
return for opening a plant 
In the state. 

B UT there are limits, it 
seems, to even a busi- 
nessman's appetite for 
a free lunch. The Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry 
Is to wing 100 small and 
medium-sized enterprise 
chiefs to Egypt on Saturday 


want to do it, but there was no 
hostility to the proposal” 

The spokesman stressed 
the club had only sought au- 
thority to bay back its shares, 
and would probably only use 
it the price dipped. 

Mr Sugar’s spokesman said 
the meeting had been “very 
supportive” and that share- 
holders had applauded new 
manager George Graham. 

The chairman's new role 
marks an about-turn. Three 
months ago Mr Sugar was 
reported to be tired of con- 
stant abuse from Spurs' 
and considering s elling his 40 
per cent stake. 


for a merry freebie (sorry, 
“fact finding mission”), but 
there remain seats to be 
filled, despite the £2SO-a- 
head subsidy. Our entre- 
preneurs just don’t seem to 
be attracted to this fast- 
growing economic hot-spot. 

I N Altrincham, shock 
waves from last week’s 
courtroom exposure of a 
web of corruption spanning 
the UK’s biggest car plants 
hit the blameless NES tech- 
nical employment agency; 
Britain’s largest. By -un- 
happy chance, it shared its 

initial^ with the clpanlng 

firm from which a corrupt 
Vauxhall executive ex- 
tracted bribes, and has 
been bombarded with que- 
ries from clients. One ray of 
light: NES (the cleaner) has 
changed its name. 

H URRAY for Oxford 
Street, which has 
shaken off the tacky 
Yuletide image of yester- 
year. Birds Eye and Tango 
sponsor the Christmas 
lights, while a gravelly 
American voice alerts shop- 
pers in “British*" Home 
Stores to the latest bar- 
gains. Well done, chaps. 


Julia Finch 
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BA signs for 
Iberia stake 

BRITISH Airways anti Ameri- 
can Airlines wilfunnounce 
next week that they have 
completed a deal to buy a mi- 
nority stake in Iberia, the 
state-owned Spanish afr&» 

for about £240 million. - r - ~ 
Josep Pique, the Spanish 
industry minister, jumped the 
gun yesterday hy disclosing- 
that the two attunes vtac04' * 
endup with a 8 per cent stake 
in Iberia. 

Sepi. the Spanish sfafovri 
holding company, teseQUigi 
stake in Iberia as the first " 
stage of the airline's privatisa- 
tion. Nicholas Bannister 

BT joins the 
Excitement 

BRITISH Telecom has bought 
a SOper cent stake in the Brit- 
ish subsidiary oTExclte. an 
American Internet company, 

for Sio million (£5.9 million). 
BT said the stake In Excite UK 
would increase its involve- 
ment In Internet advertising 
and transactions, both poten- 
tial online income generators. 

Excite, probably best 
known for Its search engine, 
has developed a range of on- 
line services since its launch 
by six university graduates in 
1993. — Nicholas Bannister - 

Low note for 
CD company 

TRENG, the cut-price CD end 
video company, called In 
receivers yesterday after fail- 
ing to complete a rescue deal 
with music promoter Harvey. 
Goldsmith. The company has - 
been in trouble for some time 
but promised at the beginning 
of this year that it had en- 
sured survival. 

Tr tog’s shares were sus- 
pended at &5p, having once 
traded as high as 125p. Bat 
yesterday the board asked the 
stock exchange to caned the 
share listing. — Roger Corn 

Tate & Lyle’s 
sweet result 

TATE & Lyle pleased the mar- 
ket despite full year results 
which it admitted weft 
“disappointing”. • >: 

Shares rose by 29p to 
at the dose of tradtoic^Bz 
because the figures ware] 
with expectations 
group’s profit warning fa 
May. 

Pre-tax profits rose from 
£159 million to £165 minion on 
slightly lower turnover of 
£4.47 billion. — Janice 
Warman 

Carlton hires 
Asda director 

CARLTON Communications 
— the London weekday ETV 
contractor — yesterday 
named Steven Cato, market- 
ing director of Asda. the su- 
permaket operator, as its new 
chief executive. He is start 
early next year. 

Mr Cain, aged 34. will 
replace June de Moller, who 
announced her retirement as - 
group managing director in 
September after 18 years at : 
the television company.— 1 
Tom McGhie 


TV group 
tunes in 
to growth 


EDIA and leisure 
company Granada 
yesterday shrugged 
off talk of a downturn to con- 
sumer spending and impend- 
ing recession and set itself an 
ambitious target for profits 
growth of more than 10 per 
cent a year. 

- Granada, maker of the Cor- 
onation Street soap and oper- 
ator of the Meridien luxury 
hotels, unveiled annual prof- 
its up 13 per cent to £735 mil- 
lion and a 17.5 per cent rise in 
the final dividend. In a falling 
market, the shares rose 34p to 
close at 908p. 

Chairman Gerry Robinson 
said the core businesses had 
continued to make progress to 
the eight weeks since the end 
of Granada's financial year, 
rrv advertising revenue gen- 
erated from its Granada, LWT. 
Border and Yorkshire-Tyne 
Tees broadcasting regions -is 
5 per cent up on last year, and 
the company has booked 
50 per cent of its budgeted 1999 
programme sales. The value 
of new TV rental agreements 
has climbed 3 per cent, boosted 
by digital TV. Granada, which 
coowns the the ONdigital ser- 
vice. said it had had 250,000 in- 
quiries so far. 

The group said profits had 
been boosted by TV advertis- 
ing sales during the World 
Cup and estimated that this 
week's decision to shift News 
at Ten to an early evening slot 
would add greatly to advertis- 
ing revenue. 


Out of this world puzzles 



Credit Card Hotline Tel: 0990 862013 

Enjoy hours of fun putting the world together. 
This selection of three planet puzzles are fun, 
educational and highly rewarding. 

The Living Earth boasts 1 000 jigsaw pieces and 
shows an integrated satellite map of the entire Earth. 
It is a unique combination of hundreds of satellite 
Images and mapping information. £16.95 Inc p&p 

The Europe Jigsaw rs made up of 500 pieces and 
is a natural -colour mosaic, created from data 
collected by NOAA weather satellites. £13.95 Inc p&p 

The United Kingdom Puzzle Is formed from 500 
jigsaw pieces, It is a satellite image composed of 43 
Landsat MSS scenes and two AVHRR images foMha 
water. £13.95 Inc p&p 

Map Marketing Ltd. Freepost. London 
SW6 38R. Or Fax 0171 371 0473 whh your credit cwfl tiefafa. . .. 


None. 


-Address. 


Postcode. 


.Daytime TM_ 


Pleasa send me: 

Tte Europe PfanetPuzde ecia^s Inc pap .’ V ' 

Tta lilted Kingdom RnrwPttBieeEia.flfi Inc pip 

The Lnring Earth Planet hide O E1B.96 Inc pap 

I ondose a cheque (Baya&fci tQMap Morhstsng Ltd\ for tne*nourtoML — 

or debit my emit oart account MastarcarcUAmrtcn Ewws/Vto 

Cad Hunt™ „ 6 a*v Oka — J - — 

a « nature Daw 

I* **** !"*** - 1 ** 1 >*» "A wkO » M* ■ IWIW"* ** 

■Wt me dUQRtai » oner conornc jrknm oy The Qoanfen. 


r/tf'Guardian Sho? 




u* 



.r. 

S 

AW 1 

iS-i.yrf- 

ta'* 

>!■» 


rat. 

Wit- 


!£/ 


rat. -4 

t.i. - 

*c. 

m - 
tr r 

*<St- ’ 




*sy» 


-*'»«• 

. «j - 

VT‘.' ■ 

*7." • •. 

V •; 

— • 

■s. 




- - 

# 

>> 

v. 


Cj* 




o 







0 


O 







c 




C. 




\ . 
, f 


rs 


«» 


i t. 


<s V 


C> 





“4 


VJ* 
• 1 " 
l w 

•?V 

Vj.*i 

"V- 






. ■ • i- ,.. • 

ii r Jq 
• ' ' 

.. . .’"'-V 

i t . 

; '■!<»« 

i :*.„.‘ 4 
J '^S. 

’""'’VfcT 
' an, 

ft ?fc 


^OW Hotel, 

^•o compai 


' 1 1,1 r.ivfi 


I* . ■*v T 
■ ' K - . 

. i: ■ ■ 


TateiLyfe 
sweet rea 


•. :: ■(.. 

• ,r vc; 

: i.v>: 

i vi.. S' 


Carlton to 

Asda direri 



. *r 




The Guardian Thursday November 26 19% 

Tennis 


SPORTS NEWS 13 


Agassi’s 

injury to let 
in Rusedski 


Stephan Btortay In ktonoww 


G reg rusedski, 
who has been on 
back-watch all week, 
is poised to make his 
entry into the. ATP World 
Champ i onsh ip tw^ afternoon 
against Chile's Marcelo Rios. 
Andre Agassi pulled out in 
the third set of his match with 
Spain’s Alex Corretja yester- 
day and immediately sig- 
nalled his retreat from this 
£2.2 million end-of-season 
event 

■ “You have to respect the 
tournament and I don’t want 
to go out there and stink it 
op," said Agassi. In truth this 
has rarely seemed to bother 
him before; his career has 
been littered with, abject per- 
formances and spurious ex- 
cuses. At least on this occa- 
sion the injury appears 
genuine. 

He will leave it until this 
morning before making the 
final decision — “I guess 1 
should give it every shot poss- 
ible” — but the odds appear 
heavily in favour of Rusedski 

taking his place. 

Coincidentally Agassi’s in- 
jury happened when he was 
practising with Corretja on 
Monday, the 28-year-old 
American falling and jolting 
his back. “It was like you step 
into a hole without seeing it 
and then I fell which made 
things worse.” 

Rios, who also , complained 
of back problems . after his 
opening 7-5, 6-1 defeat by 
Henman, pronounced himself 
“pretty fit” yesterday and, as 
if to prove it, disappeared up 
the staircase to the players’ 
lounge two steps at a time. 

Small wonder that Pete 
Sampras, who clinched his 
place in- the semi-finals with a 
6-3. 6-3 victory over Spain’s 
Carlos Moya, said afterwards 
that of all the leading players 
an the ATP Tour he has the 
least rapport with Rios. The 
polite description for the little 
pany-talled Chilean is “enig- 
matic”^ many to take Agas- 


si’s word, are more inclined 
to 'think Rios is apt to. “stink 

it up”. 

.. .Rusedski, who is the first 
reserve, spent the' majority of 
-the day fulfilling the require- 
ments of both sponsors and 
the ATP Tour while remain- 
ing. as ever, hugely cheery. 
He has suffered from back 
problems himself and knows 
well enough .how -capricious 
these injuries can he. 

His big hope has been that 
either Agassi or Rios would 
pull out before they had 
played two of their round- 
robin matches, thereby giving 
him the chance to qualify for 
Saturday's semi-finals. And to 
do this he would have to de- 
feat Henman in the final 
round-robin match tomorrow, 
assuming he plays and wins 
today against Rios. 

Like Sampras, Henman win 
reach the last four today if he 
defeats Corretja In straight 
sets. The two have met only 
once before indoors, which 
was last year in the 
round of the Paris Open, the 
Spaniard winning in straight 
sets to record his first ever in- 
door victory an the ATP Tour. 

Indeed Corretja, this year's 
beaten French Open finalist, 
won his first indoor tourna- 
ment last month in Lyon and 
might well have troubled 
even an injury-free Agassi 
Nevertheless he looked more 
than a little startled when, 
with the score 5-7, 6-3, 2-1 in 
the Spaniard's favour, Agassi 
rose from his seat, spoke to 
the umpire Rudi Berger and 
went over to shake Corretja’s 

hand. 

“I didn't realise he had a 
problem. The match was 
really tough and he was play- 
ing good tennis,*’ said Cor- 
retja. Agassi, cowled in his 
sponsor’s brown hooded 
jacket but fooling nobody that 
he was about to become a 
Trapp ist, spoke eloquently of 

anti- iTtflaTprriflfoT- ifwt, musde 

relaxants, and pain. Would he 
be surprised if he did not {day 
today? ‘Td be more surprised 
if I did.” , 


Lester Piggott sale 



Lester Piggott came up 
trumps at Sotheby’s yester- 
day when the auction of 
trophies, works of art and 
other, memorabilia ac- 


quired during his 47-year 
riding career fetched 
£14ft509 — nearly 50 per 
emit above estimate. . 

Top price of £19,000 was 


paid for a signed and num- 
bered John Skeaping bronze 
of the 1971 Derby winner 
Mill Reef (Car right). 

Lord Huntingdon, former 


Jockey Club senior steward 
and a non-executive direc- 
tor of Sotheby's, said: “Les- 
ter is delighted with the 
way the sale has gone.” 


The sale iff 119 lots, the 
first time a jockey’s per- 
sonal collection has come 
under the hammer in 
country, drew a packed 


room. Also shown are an- 
other Skeaping bronze 
(Jockey and horse unnamed) 
and an arab mare and stal- 
lion by Pierre-Jnles Mene. 


Distant Echo victory a boost for Collier Bay 


Chris Hawkins 


W HEN the former 
champion hurdler 
Collier Bay 
scraped home over 
fences at Newton Abbot last 
week there were plenty of 
people prepared to rubbish 
the farm, but the knockers 
may have to fhinfc a gain 
following the fluent victory of 
the runner-up. Distant Echo, 
In the Tipperary Novices 
Chase at Chepstow yesterday. 

Distant Echo, beaten two 
lengths by Collier Bay, made 
all the running and put in a 
faultless round to defeat pre- 
vious winner Relkander by 18 
lengths. 

Joe Tizzard, the mature 18- 
year-old now riding as first 


jockey to the powerful Paul 
NichoUs stable, must take 
some credit as he enabled Dis- 
tant Echo to measure his 
fences and settle into a relent- 
less rhythm which soon had 
his rivals struggling. 

Distant Echo is owned by 
Mel Fordham, the well-known 
racecourse photographer who 
rwmwi the griding after the 
greyhound he trained to win 
the Champion Hurdle at 
Hackney Wick eight years 
ago. 

"The horse broke down 
badly on his near-fore two 
years ago and it was touch 
and go whether he would ever 
run again,” said Fordham 
who admitted he could not 
hold his camera steady 
enough to take any pictures of 
this victory. 


Tizzard and Nicholls m ade 
it a double when Nearly An 
Eye won the Scottish Equit- 
able Handicap Chase to com- 
plete a rapid four-timer. 

“Nearly An Eye was big 
and weak last season but has 
improved out of all recogni- 
tion and, after winning off 98 
first time out, was running off 
118 here,” said Nicholls. 

“He’s in at Newbury on Sat- 
urday but deserves a rest and 


m more likely run Green 
Green Desert instead.” Tiz- 
zard was partnering his 28th 
winner of the season and is 
file obvious emerging talent 
among the jockeys' ranks. De- 
spite standing 6ft tail , he man- 
ages to tUCk-in hriUrtri hi* 
mounts and already looks a 
polished professional 
While Tizzard can look for- 
ward to a great future, a man 
who has seen it all and de- 
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■a. u a A 9 haw 1 b«Ii Tmi a Kate ta it tap th. ftmy. Mk Hi l* tartan a* ham* ini. 


10-1 H* ia mu MhMl MoMm 15ft 

. MM ... 

and os to® 4 al awry dMn *n M ** fe*. taa Fany Sen 14 a Cat* 3a Map eft G6&- 
CaaoKM SOodOa Oond teMen Man a) i2U cm on toa 4 o* 4B a 6. 29 b*od N 
KdB te ■ tap di. SB. TBa» Ttafc BM ofl fia m 8m of ii tu Qa* Ln a low » 


J^Qg lgaLAM ^WCASTiE HAHDHMP mjeDLE 


1 2m 11 £2,8% (6 declared) 


, _ _ . *7-11-4 

21004 hfeiMMeaOpSKB^ JHaMJBXBMMWI)-11 . 
5303-2 R*MFMri17)MMK«0M 7-10-11. 

320 n- III I * r ■ u [1 1|| HI 10 n 






3-1 amm.A-1 H!9»nta*.F*Mtaer,S-1 UfeMtaxL M itaytFe*iq*.8-l MotOi 


HniMytOMM. riiM 4 aA seMMgknad M*d *2 oM Id on «db by CCBOmi 
SOSA. Mart M AmM*b Ud la a GO, cm pae tan 2 ad. 17» a 24. 4H teftnd 


Bt*MA|ran4fBcapb«M.aM«. _ .. 

BMAQuHn a GOmi Zs bdk, SB Mr SMonta*: IMd m good bo** Md paatanl 4 cut MMMKd 

2 out e» a* 47l mu cam Bor * fl*»i &» a m mn Mte *mt. m* wcm* lm m 
soon dnr, rttten and haded M 2 DOC MMMOd nxndMS tel al a 2H MttM Hm Ed® « Cot* 3a 
boo Mb. Hmt*. MB FMWft Hu*M enwartno 3 cm. MorZiit 2 c* kqt on, to dan an mm. 

fed d % 9 MM IWMcan « COM 2m if la* KM S4 MMTS (CBJM& Inded MMr, tod 3 CU M 2 
cut MM vi nM oosn. m MCba Bfee.lB ■ MumbIu* Za ndi l*L GOFm 



ASPATRIA AMATEUR RTOBtS 1 HANDICAP HURDLE 

2m 411 1 0yds £2,038 (1 0 deefered) 

Teutmssm™' 

^H«a*wB_4-iiH 





'irarMM- 
MS URacMr 4-11-0 
M»DSa)V 4-10-13 

• 8-104 

J Hand JcfeOM 8-10-1 
(Mtaa 7-10-0... 

M Boons 8-10-0 . 



BBo 7-2 HUM «Mf- « Bo HUM. 5-1 tal fiv. Mm Cmjjnrt. TM fen Mat*. 0-j Sc Bam. 
irrSiuDR HMte Ife*. Barta m, Sri MM tt* 

tm « -■eUhsWme Tadad kata, M 3 cut smitta dor. axd Sm, bat Hand 111 a Pam 2n 

a MM Fa. Mnt Hm: Ahn effl*Q Wan. hpl vi son on hoi i ml fei cl 11, S beMd QUH 
a SadafeU an Sflnp w SdSb. Bona Doom* Ovtd Mdse, had ittten 3 oa. on pee. <• d 
414bS5ft^0n3MaSriMfcB2n1»fPB*fls.aJSR. IMM*lIMM ?fe.aM«aMcad. BfeHl 
bHM IBM On HwmS 2b tap ASM* »■ M* Sn w! total 13* dlfi. w4 b*N 
CMwavi 9i* « HMMn fen 41 aw hay hem, al BMetR Ud «to 1st doa *■- SnL 1UM1 M. ay* « 

MaMr. tad Sated Mar 9 a Hates as 41 m tafe, Mf. a* Mm* Mb m iM Mated Mbs 4 al 
tUSwl l**a 3 g* 6b Of 11; 211 MMd Cm OB Ifea 4 BWttrte 41 MB MB, SOStt BBri Mac SWr 
fear, MMHMBM fey 80. naardnoocu. » d ift ttlWMd JBH An Esnea CM* » ml*. SB 


Results 


CHIPSTOW 

IBM CZm itOyM Cte> 1, (MSnuiT 
MCMO, J TlccMd <1 KB MA A, MbmoIm 
tt-lR3,1Mbtnqw(f-1). 7 ms. W. Bl|P 
Wotnl^Tow BMO; £2.00. C2S0. CHM R 


0.40.1 


-■£7.76. 


1*0 tfea 4# ItOyiM HdN)» -1 

1 BteHmjrfi-Mj: 


(5-2 fav): a. Yo 


[CM* 


nn. 1)ti*UTDCI07taM:l3mriJto.CZ40. 

eim. Dual A CUV. car: moi.wtouaial. 
«#(ta IIOte^HMi 1.TOTOTM- 
CATO,AMte3Bfr8{5-2):l.Ha—fe » U bM 
■Mm (4-6 Mu);*, b**h (0-1). 4 mu 5. 


2ft (DNtohOMofl) TotKCSJO. Du* R C220. 

»^*110»*«k|«1,l*MWW 
■YE. J UaanMIKlO Mv); M, Hi i wB 
(0-3: 


(14-1). 5 MIL ft 8. (P NWlrttrtTWM CIS0; 
Cl 2ftC200.0uMF: E4.TO. CSRCS40. 

*40 (la fel* 1, W-telMO UWMBLB 
Jonman (5-2 lav); 2 . imIM BIK1); 3. 
CoM Mrtag (0-1). *fcl*£ 

son) ToW ES.TO E1i4a CUB. Cftlft Oat ft 
C20jg CSF: £<2-23. TricaaC ES57 J5. 

US (Jm HO** HM> 1, nOBTV 
CAJNYOM, N WIBIamaon (1^-1); a, War •*' 
llMnaMlWWlftl fe w MV fm)- 
13 Mn. IX, W. (P Tc*k Wffl 

£3.40. £1.40. &10. DimI ft £1220. C8R 
C21.1S. NFfc Meteyv. 

lOyte *** t. JOH* BUM 
L Corcoran p-i): 2,«la*aate (7-4 tm); «, 



keeping track 


09064 700 + 



COMMENTARY . RESULTS 

UTTOXETER . 141 . 151 

CARLISLE 142 152 

TAUNTON 143 - ~ 153 

ALLCdURBES COMBBnMW 09064 700 140 
ALL COURSES RESULTS ' '00064-700 100 


TMSuardlan ( 3 interactive 


MvOaortarB-l), 18 ran, 3X 7. (U PRnwt) 
ToJ*(Sj0Q;C2.10.ClS0.C2.«LDualF:MS0. 
CSRE7S1. 

KAGWOnOiBI. ' 

atunroTkum 

HEXHAM 

UW Obn nn* a* <1, STASH 1* 
cash, Sttarano m-2): x. Haw st* 

ga0a(14r1):3,anrSaMM(K4Mv). 10 
MIL 7. 3. (M Hammond) Tot* 004ft CIJa 
OJILEIIIOlDu* RteLOaCSft £S9JB. 
UO (fen MM)l 1. — PA C H A , IW 
rttiy p-a?. *, h m *» fio-ifc a, m da la 
ClrnnfM n-tev). • 7-2 JHw To-Utef 
To-Day. 70 mil ft 1. (TTteta) Tote: SUtt 
£1^0. £3.10, &Z4A OvM ft ffiSm CSR 
C4SJB- !■ 

m(hiKI1»MC* M O U Q H lX 
C McConrack (B-'lU a. Hrt*A to*» 
(80-1): 9L — * ■ (9-1). 11-fllov Plumbob. 
SWt X (J Son*w)Tote C7J0S £X20. 
£7.70. E2S0. DunJ ft Ei2280l CSft CU020. 
TriaaaC EB93JA Nfc Socnortsy. 

2JO(2MHdto>4,HW(Y,LVVyiN (13-1); 

AHOfeg Wfer <7-* W- A unfe 

O00-3W- o mil A at (J CWno) Toie; £15 j0R 
E 2.ro. am. a.10. 0 wr ft cziao. csf ; 

£32J1.T(1c44C£SL31. 

8M pa If CM 1. HU ACTON, 0 

Hmrdhfl (0-1^ X »■*« (3-1 lt-tevk X 
. MthaPa um-U3-i)MavPt»t/ Echo. 12 
MA.ZC.hd.tl TunaA TMK £11 SOt £220. 
£120. £270. Dual ft OT.ia CSft. £3038. 

. tHoMC £31127. TrtMCMiniOZJD. 
UO(2nPt*1.UMDOBnaiKT,R 

WSS^SBUtSSSa?"''’- 

UCKKTi Net Woo. £3728000 carried 
lorterdSotadty'aJMtownmAinfl-. 
BUCMOnQMO -■* 

ounDwnmai . . 


UIW1ELD 

12.TO (laa 2l)i 3. Aina SCHOLAR. F 
Nonon (15-2); X, M aw tahM Hwoy [7-2 
lau): XTMndala(0-l]. 14 ran. Hd. ift (G L 
Moore) Tom: £1120; £320 £220. £140. 
Dualft aiAO CSft £2020 Tricon: £158.78. 
12 j 40 (laa 40 1, BOM QUEST, P Dm 
(14-1 ): X ft wm l a r I aa p ia (25-1 ); 3, K1 CM 
■bob (lte-1). 2-1 tavOuM Arch. 17 ran. SL 
ahcL (R O'Sulflwan) Tots £13.70; £420 
84.70, ts.10. Qua) ft EZ7O30. CSft. £32228. 
MfcSWtefKk. 

1.40 Clap: LHOUTHUC iAPV.PNor. 
ten (7-2); Z, Trlcka (5-1); S, WaA»innrrta 
Bey (6-1). 11-4 lav twain Mountain. 1" ran. 
«.I(M Haynes) Tote: £4.68; Cl 20. Cl JO. 
£220. Do«l ft £1020. CSF; £2229. 

1^0 (*f> 1, auumtoLOMsw, l Dettori 
(7-e (av); S, Pefer BMa (B-1h ft Jual fete 

& -1). 14 mb. «. nk. ft Naugtton) Tel* 
.1ft- £M0, £420. £3 10 Du* F: £25.60 
C8RC2&SO Tncacea5425. 

2.10 (la Sf>1, nzHTBIS, L Drterl 
(11-2): ft W aaaf (14-1); ft La ly a iwt 
(13-2). 3-1 lav Haney Wete. 14 ran. A H. 
(Lord HwdUgdDn) Tot* £8.40; £110. £200. 
£2 JO. Deal r. E34.60. CSft £8727. TriCOtt 
£300.11. . 

ftAQ (71): a. ITALIAN A Y MB H O M Y, C 
CoBMt [0-1))ft R ah n B fe*a (14-1)c ft Uraa 
Bfelor (3-1). n-0 (av Laai Raputadon. 12 
ran. Nk. nk. (P Evan*} Tote: £8.10; £120. 
£420, £2.7a Ouaf ft £M2D. CSP: Cl 1 1 J2 
3.10 (71> 1, TOPVOH, J Qdlte |B— 4J; ft 
Low Asadao* (M): ft Be My DM [7-» 
lav). 12 roru IX. flk (P Howling) Tom: £220; 
£220. £320. Cl 41 Dual ft C72C CSF: 
PSBSJ W g— t E 222fc 

L«(7f) 1, PANSSMT U CORRECT, F 
Norton (18-1); ft PayrtM (8-1); ft Sftra 
(6-t).11-4 lav Rainbow Rato. 12 ran. %, A (J 
BMMejrt ToBc £940; £240. £3 JO. 1320. 
Dual ft£222QCSP £8720. Tricast £486.11 
HACvonexoiaia ' 

WADBOh£71J). 


T HE Tote are offering the 
Guardian racing desk a 
£24 Placepot perm every day 
this week, with any profits go- 
ing to charity. Today's £1 
perm is Uttoxeter: 12.45 For- 


Taunton 


KBIOUVBt 


ever Noble,' Jungli; L15 Te- 
jano Gold; 1.45 Oakbury, 
Stretching. Alimerjam: 2.15 
Kadou Nonantals; 3.05 Cro- 
ker, Helenes Hill; 3.15 Lord Of 
The West, Burnt Imp. 


TOP FORM 


125 

1.55 

225 

255 

225 

325 


Davostd 

DsodDgAI 

Oonstfittekv 


Knock 


64» 

JSwrFroDBBr 
C o a nau s fit Cracfcar 
PriocteOtMBa - 

i m 


Ri0fit-handal dreutt of IXm with 150yds uphfll run-h. Sham WiftahWiaAltw handy sert 
Goktr Good. * Denote Mntare. • Top farm ratog. 

Seven day Mbtoote Mne. 

BSnkarad fort fene: 225 Chaanfl The Moon; 255 Bold Hursar, Laurel Sestar. Wm* 
125 (teedwood Legend, Time PiojaX 

Hgufis in tncfceb altei tinso's rame derate days shea tart oubrg. f , Hat 


in 

IK 

KB 

W 

KB 

188 

W7 

IK 

W9 

110 

111 

112 

ID 

w 


OAK NOVICE HABICAP HURDLE 

2m 1f£3.940 (13 declared) 

6-1241 Motor BMtnq (8} 61. Mae 4-tt-O — 

11313 DBBaM(t3|m UssVWMbb 4-11-0 
PZ7133 G*m Weilamio 4-10-8 ... 

234-21 W Ar ftmtngPMte 6-10-5 

4066- BmOBferto^C Ewraft4-10-i 

MW B8torth*M(nD6»«eM9-lW . 

>65 Baa’s tom pop m 4-w-o „ 


R 

B ftrtttte (Jji 



000(36 &OOJT ** ®J Brener ?-1 0-0 L A** 

UW Mar CoianMr (£71) Hs A II Norton- Sc* 5-16-0 1 ftrant* 

7-2 OmsU. 5-1 Not For fwnt 6-1 Untor Bui. 7-1 (ten^ taw. 8-1 Fau. 12-1 Naeten) 


an 


[MAPLE JUVENILE NOVICE SELLMG HWDLE3Y0 

*2m if £1,553 pi declared) 

kktnnz OFtonriiDeve 10-10 C Uotollrn 

lAgoar fee Fad 10-10 c 

JS Moore 10-10 .-.Jr — 



85 

. V 

jSMoore 10-10 A Mam — 

SBHUms 10-10 ton V ” 

now 8M?{F871JCPcUtW1 10-10 JM S 

OOTnotMfeSkn fia) HlAta 10-10 * J D Moore (n — 

tortMteoe (iMjFlrt 0 Buchei 10-5 D J Battel — 

fear CfaanpST) LA Dace 10-S 0 OVriaort M — 

56 O tar r natemnuute 10-5 ..... i taM ea 

061toMa(iqAQmliO-5 « rtaiia — 

_ 9-4 RMr Frasier. 3-1 BM Legacr. 7-2 Ha tale. 8-1 Daring *L 8-1 HataGkm Lae. 10-1 N tabd. 
Tratte bi Skto 



MBIDIP PLYWOOD TBOBI TRADE BENEVOlBir S0CETY 
NOVICE CHASE 

2m 3f £4,788 (10 declare^ 

taMe<FUS1)HF«M8-1H) -_J.FWB — 

lie Been MO Better 6-1 1-0 B Ml i* - 

Pd R Ate 8-11-0 — JCtoelr 87 

MtarriAPNbteties 8-11-0 J 

MrAtotartJWBO-n-o m a 

OMfiqUrjSFkrtntan 6-11-0 Ii 


K(ieltoSfl 

»Tb fenjms) T Nadun n-11-0 

rt(aaj«SLM3ae7-I1-0 — 

Cevata (1^ ft Ate 9-11-0 . 


11) Citron) 8-10-0 . 


P) - 


5-2 CuH#l OfeM. 7-2 Cteoy Seat. 8-1 Pufiate CaMa. 10-1 Ofen feme. 25-1 


BEECH NOVICE HURDLE 

2m ii £4,228 IH dectejed) 

0220-1 Afecotol (17)61. Mart 4-11-6 — B Jeta n ne 88 

i Mm m tab in® fan k emw 6-i i-« Mr s rai i n a P)*» 

AM*MTte_fi4)S8toE£-11Q -PM* - 

& Barta MATUwfe4-1W) — J CfeB* 88 

— 

B Dtoaetor* 87 

J ArtBCMftr H 


BteanATUam(<-il-0 

■08 Hatar (F51) IBs P Dated 4-11-0 



fvn JUMPS 5-11-0— 


iPiun4-n-o 

iSbtter 4-u-O 


apprtUsrt9-U-0 » p pMtod — 

ttewlHH) 1| A Rtqeretf S3 

NIM6-U-0 “ " 

DEfeaib *-10-4 

. . a*B5-io-e J _ 

M Start Iwafen* (19 BHpdQB 5-10-9 t dhm* — 

: 7-4 AMcaao, 2-1 Pan 01 Mta 4-lLanl Sate, 0-1 Hade W. 10-1 AuM Dai. 20- ■ fee*, 
-*S. SOM Itac. 


c m25 - 

r i —a y — 




SOB 

811, 


IHDIP PmnOD THHBHI TRADE BEIKVOLBCT $0C- 
HANDICAP CHASE 

3m £4,668 (11 declared) 

HIM Sbrtok Pta saenwBl 7-12-0 

£-22 RrteoflrtieajIClfeOSHmnirt 7-11-7 
936-60 fottMW(11)CHBHKRUl 10-11-4 

3i22f Mm aTfijad 0-10-71 ■ a maned a so 

W 0B*few iato(O)(BHTMrtiri)ato 10-i(H ClMp* B5 

TreMMiApairnjIfi UtiMJme MM B Rkhadift 84 

MOB StoHMOtonaNMsfelO-IO-O 8 Into — 

i^taCB8fe{M(CqltaBVS«Bl«e(10-1(H) *tt V SrtP»«to 88 

fl;54g ( Wa r taBBM OrtnCtafeiii^lP-0 B fSntol 83 

SXISBflMBWrMeMMrnOiamC'nzadO-lD-o J Hoard 83 


J AOecallv* 

===.'!& v 


fofert 7-2 IB FlqM. 5-1 9 wb Safa. JtdenM. 6-1 artota 7-1 Eaefeong. Tneare Aaon. 8-1 Cmdn 
nfiCOB. 


ttn 


[WALNUT HANDICAP HURDLE 

)2m3f 110yds £2,948 (10 deefefled) 

tB4-a 

5)1321 

243E-P TBm1_ 

20211- KMckl 

3203-4 rtfeferl 

1131- 8017(209)1 


HARsnM U 
C Heude* 99 
. PHotar 85 



lS-2taALMfct. 0-! tatepnr. 1 3-2 tan 7-1 Tea i*r. B-l Ute Can. Daft 10-1 Atone m 


tided to call it a day is Simon 
McNeill who had the final 
ride after 22 years in the sad- 
dle on Baraane Walk in the 
Weatherbys National Hunt 
Hat race. 

McNeill's fellow jockeys 
lined-up to clap him into the 
parade ring. It was a nice 
touch but there was no quar- 
ter given in the race and Bar- 
nane Walk foiled to give his 
rider the 365th winner of his 
career and finished tenth. 

“It’ll be like the cutting of 
my umbilical cord — the 
game’s been my lifeblood," 
said McNeill. 42. who hands 
over the mantle of senior 
Jockey to Jimmy Frost 

“Since I rode by first win- 
ner on Florida King, who 
started at 33-1. at Wolver- 
hampton in 1976 there have 


Uttoxeter 


CffiHSHAWXBIS 


been plenty of wonderful 
memories but the best must 
be winning the Two Mile 
Champion Chase on Kataba- 
tic.” added McNeill who in all 
his time never suffered a 
whip ban. 

“The game has been good to 
me and Tm going out with all 
my own teeth — which must 
be something of a record.” 

He now has a week off be- 
fore starting four months 
training as a Jockey Club 
Starter. 

The fotile victory of Jenny 
Pitman’s John David in the 
concluding division of the 
National Hunt Flat race could 
be construed as a pointer to 
the chance of his half-brother 
Teeton MiU. the ante-post 
favourite in Saturday’s Hen- 
nessy Gold Cup. 


TOP FORM 


12145 

1.15 

1.45 

2.15 
245 

3.15 

3.45 


Forever Noble 

Siena Bar 
Northern Nafion 
Kadou Nonaotata 
Cruker 

i Recital 
rt Pride 


Forever Noble 

TejanoGoU 

OafcSury 

KadOMNontoSate 

Outer 

Lonl Of The West (nap) 
Monica's Choice 


Left-handed osW Back oMJtoi wffii 1 70yds nit-in. Easy bends and only a few undutatons. 
Gotag: Good t> soft. * Denotes blnkefs. • Top lam rating. 

Sevea day vrianore: 3.45 Country Orcftld. 

“ ' first time: 12.45 Scarols; 1.45 Ho-Jpe. Visoro* 1.45 To Dam Hot 


4 0 ^.CADDISON OF NEWPORT NOVICE HURDLE 

■ ^rt*tte#2m £2,568 (18 declared) 


OH 

(24 


OtaBBOto 


(18) WOtanwod 5-11-5 J BtoanwMBD 

WSVVIW4-10-I2 B Thcmka — 

(F68) J Smti 5-10-12 - B Pan* — 

-"lMsIMdQe 5-10-12 - TJMto 84 

JCaeM 7-10-12 — N 8 Baagrtn R — 


2403 

S632 


n<3SG)P Bnaa 4-10-12 

ill TO) K Bsfley 7-M-12 

S)Pnttelte 5-10-12 

pa) i yasoc 4-i(M2 

raraan (FC87) Urc M ffcveiry 7-10-12 . 

074- Ma*a>(Pf7BUnC We 6-10-12 

Bnw-djMkid^D Moray Sdft 5-10-12 .. 
3305C SoHiots F12B) 5 Bdkps 4-10-12 


. P) O 
. _ MMfaH n - 
... A Thoteoa B8 
. 6 Tamy 87 

.. r Htoi — 

B BEfemy 84 

Mr S Maid (J) — 
... . S Dm** 85 

iSB ~ 

Bln — 

.... A Uafere 85 
.. .. D BMjgher — 

: 2-1 tatw i*» 9-2 Jur* 6-1 GaU Item. Scwco. 10-1 Bora 12-1 L«rt*. Tlppaaiv Susa 



etlFIfiJJOm 4-10-12 .. 

.J fen* 5-10-12 

HdUn> 6-10-7 

riHuiroGtaiwe *-io-7 

(F3QP Ento 4-10-7 


^ ^ g BARRY D.TRHiTHAM CHALLENGE BOWL HANDICAP CHASE 


"2m 4f £3.404 (5 declared) 


J Qs&omfl 88 


ffppi Sara B«r (iq (MOSemtoo s-n-io 

FIF-56 CofeQlord GOe DM 0)1 Gw 7-11-2 

2212- Trim Gold (2S8)tC)(BF) Iks SMton 6-11-1 ■ MBatoDOMBO 

4I34>3 CafeaStwprt R Ate 7-10-9 A Ttaidon ft 

F5612 Ooto 0 b Pony (8) D GaitMo 7-10-2 S Wyno* 87 

13-6 Sfcna Bar. 11-4 l*re Odd- Calna Star. i«f Ob Penm. 6-1 CattpfcnJ Cate 


.j DOUGLAS SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 


• 2m £1.648 fM decJared) 

76F- OotfsIMeTnKklomaiS-ll'IO — . . 

50005 JwS teMte fia) fCSJ}Ti It* 7-11-5 

2234/ LmDtoB(r(77fi)UGUtaMfid 7-11-4 .. .. . 

(yPM HvJob® (D)GVarr1H6-ll-3 — . 

CP-055 BarteSearnp (W DWBsre 6-10-3 

255)00 laritam Bnaa D4) (CO) VI (ta 10-10-2 — 

-OteO OOtey P3) MR LSOOM 6-10-1 

trOOTJ Urt**B0*d (14)2 W1 4-10-0 - - 

GHXB3 SOi*a*>B (14) in LWtoran 5-10-0 . . 

10 .TOO Dm 01 B*ybn(42qF Jordan 6-10-0. 

n OOuPf- 76Bm M \J33) JCnwtoil 6-10-0 

TZ 4Q6SO ABra*taBff^UsNtto*j 4-100 

13 OfOOO VOID rap ftrtr 11-10-0 

14 3SP05 left Wai ID (D)UrsC Has 8-10-0 .. 


. . X Mraore* — 

D (TSaflan B) * — 
....0*#M* — 
.. E Bane (E) 87 

G Lee* 88 

. . T SUUIMB0 
. E fenteBj 88 
. nafc Smite (7) 85 


SOin* 85 
. . II MflOa — 
F Itafey (5)* — 


Bate 3-1 Stedmo 13-7 tattem ttte lUtnv. 8-1 Baton Afenvon 10-1 Lea Danas l*mij 
B teTo Pan ta 


2 *j| CJPOSTWS NOVICE CHASE 


2m £3.469 (4 declared) 

5110-1 Buka BnaaabPtafeD)0 Stoma) 5-1 1-6 

12y-3 BfeMaal (II) Mss V 11*zn& S-IO-12 

06JU- Tcrfaip7«litelUbSe 7-10-12 

602625 BMya* (18) tfel teres Soar 7-10-12 

1-3 Udw ittata, 4-i egsanl io-i 'top*. 25-1 Tonoi 


. . J oarer* • BO 
N VRfitoOM 87 


0% BRAKE BROS. JUVBOL NOVICE HURDLE 3Y0 
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Champions League 


Group D: Barcelona 3 Manchester United 3 


Catalonia pays homage to United 


David Lacey In Barcelona 


T HIS time Manches- 
ter United were not 
spectres at a Cata- 
lan feast Alex Fer- 
guson's players took 
on Barcelona In an attacking 
extravaganza at the Nou 
Camp stadium here last night 
and. after falling behind 
within a minute, recovered to 
talfp the lead twice in the 
second half. 

But after Dwight Yorke’s 
second goal had put United 

ahoari at 3-2, Rivaldo. the out- 
standing player, chested 
down Sergi's centre and beat 
Peter Schmeichel with an al- 
most nonchalant bicycle kick. 

United went into last 
night's match knowing that 
even a repetition of the 4-0 de- 
feat they had suffered here 
four years earlier would not 
do untold harm to their 
chances of reaching the quar- 
ter-finals. For once Barcelona 
faced the prospect of a bed of 
n ails : they simply had to win. 

Yet despite the empty- 
seated evidence that a large 
part of Barca's support had 
given up on the Champions 
League this season, it was 
hard to imagine that United 
had any kind of soft option. 
They bad never won a Euro- 
pean fixture in Spain. let 
alone Barcelona. 

Within a minute they were 
already adrift From a throw- 
in in the left Rivaldo worked 
the ball back to Giovanni, who 
lobbed towards the United 
penalty area. Denis Irwin's 
headed clearance lacked 
strength and fell to Sonny An- 
derson. The rest was pure 
Br azil. Anderson feinted left 
but went right, confusing 
Gary Neville, then shot firmly 
past Schmelchel's left hand. 

Rivaldo ruthlessly ex- 
ploited avenues of space in 
front of United's back four, 
consistently linking up with 
Anderson through the middle 
and releasing Luis Flgo or 
Boudewljn Zenden on the 
wings. In the sixth minute Ri- 
valdo himself drove In a 30- 
yard shot which Schmeichel 
just managed to push past a 
post. With no United player 
picking him up he was run- 
ning the game. Barcelona's 
speed on the break was 
b reathtaking . 

Nevertheless, United were 
level in the 25th minute and 
with a goal to suit the sur- 
roundings. Jesper Blomq- 
vist’s'pass from the left found 
the perfect angle to destroy 
Barcelona's cover and Yorke 
did the rest, striding through 
a huge gap to drive a superb 
shot past Ruud Hesp and in- 
side the near post. 

The goal restored a spring 
to United’s step. Schmeichel 
just managed to keep out a 
cross -shot from Figo four 
minutes later but Yorke’s vi- 



The Dwight staff . . . Andy Cole, scorer of Manchester United's second goal, races to congratulate Dwight Yorke after the latter’s equaliser at the Nou Camp 


PHOTOGRAPH: DAN CHUNG 


sion. Cole's thrust and the 
freedom Barcelona were 
allowing Blomqvist brought a 
degree of parity. 

Barcelona threatened to 
begin the second half much as 
they had the first, Rivaldo's 
backheel releasing Anderson 
to set up Zenden. who was 
thwarted by Gary Neville's 
quick covering tackle. But 
United were now an attacking 
force and Yorke was starting 
to steal Rivaldo’s thunder. 

After 48 minutes the Toba- 
gan chested down Blomqvist’s 
cross before hooking the ball 
over the bar. Another four 
minutes and Yorke’s quick 
thinking bad been fundamen- 
tal to the move which saw 
United go ahead. 


As Keane played a pass up 
to him he dummied over the 
ball, allowing it to run to 
Cole. Then, with the Barce- 
lona defence left square and 
flat-footed. Cole worked a 
simple one-two with Yorke. 
who scored emphatically 
from the return pass. 

If only, from United’s point 
^>f view, it had stopped there. 
This sort of match, however, 
win always have goals left in 
it and after another four min- 
utes Barcelona were level 
once more. 

An error by Schmeichel in 
Munich had cost United vic- 
tory. and a couple of points, 
against Bayern. Now the Dan- 
ish goalkeeper was at fault 
again, completely misreading 


Rivaldo's free-kick from the 
right, starting to go the wrong 
way and recovering Car too 
late to prevent the baU find- 
ing the far comer. 

The difference now was 
that United knew that they 
themselves were just as likely 
to score again, which is what 
happened in the 67th minute. 
Keane's pass allowed Beck- 
ham to cross to the near post 
and Yorke darted in to head 
past Hesp. The match was 
now a European classic, 
whichever side won it 


Barcelona (4-3-3): Hesp; Celadea. 
t, Seryl; 


Okunowo. RaIHger. Sergl; Giovanni. Xavl. 
Rivaldo: Figo. Anoereon. Zenden. 
IhnrknlH United I4-4-2J: SetonMchel: 
B<own, Scam. G Neville. Irwin. Beckham 
(Butt. Bl|. Keane. Scholas. BlomovtaL 
Cole. Yorke. 

n a f raM G Benko i Austria) 


Blackburn pencil Kidd’s name into the frame 


B LACKBURN Rovers are 
hoping to lure Brian 
Kidd to Rwood Park and 
are expected to make an 
official approach to Man- 
chester-United within days. 

Rovers will face problems 
getting their man, how- 
ever, as Everton found in 
the summer when their at- 
tempts to woo the Old Traf- 
<ford assistant manager 
were blocked by his dub. 
United also put the damp- 
ers on Manchester City 
when they tried to hire 
Kidd in 1995 after Brian 
Horton was dismissed. 
Other names on the 


shortlist to replace Roy 
Hodgson, sacked as Rovers 
manager last Saturday, are 
Colin Hendry. Roy Evans, 
Ron Atkinson and Graeme 
Sonnes s. * 

Rovers accept that Kidd’s 
experience as a No. 1 is lim- 
ited to a spell in charge at 
Preston in 1986. bnt his 
reputation for getting the 
best out of players Is being 
enhanced with every pass- 
ing season. And although 
Kidd says he is “United 
through and through”, he 
is nearing his 50th birthday 
and may consider It a case 
of now or never if he wishes 


to mstktt his mark as a Pre- 
miership manager. 

Kidd, whose association 
with United stretches back 
more than 30 years, is keen 
to' see the day when he be- 
comes manager of the dub 
he has served as a player 
and a key member of the 
back-room team. 

Bnt there are very few 
signs that Alex Ferguson is 
feeling the strain of doing 
the job. Indeed the manager 
is currently negotiating 
with the board for a new 
contract which would keep 
him at United until well 
into the next century. 


FA step up fight against racial abuse 

England appeal 
on fine is rejected 


T HE Football Association 
has vowed to work even 
harder to eradicate rac- 
ism from the game after fail- 
ing in its appeal against a 
£28,000 fine for verbal abuse 
by England fans in Sweden. 

UeTa upheld its decision 
that England supporters 
chanted racist abuse at Celt- 
ic's striker Henrik Larsson 
during Sweden's 2-1 victory 
in Stockholm on September 5. 
The player's father is from 
the Cape Verde islands and 
his mother is Swedish. 

Nick Coward, a lawyer for 
the FA, said it denied racist 
chanting but accepted Uera's 
decision. "Whilst we're disap- 
pointed. as we still believe 
that everything is done 
within English football to 
eradicate racism from the 
game, this does nothing more 
than strengthen our resolve." 
Coward added. 

A statement from the ap- 


peals panel said Uefa’s match 
delegate heard racist abuse 
on "at least eight occasions" 
from some England Cans. 

The panel also decided to 
uphold the one-year Euro- 
pean ban on the Polish club 
Wisla Krakow, operable when 
Wisla next qualify. 

It made the club responsible 
not only for the act of the spec- 
tator who threw a knife at Par- 
ma's Dino Baggio in a Uefa 
Cup tie last month but also for 
the actions of a Wisla player 
who threw the knife back into 
the crowd to try to conceal the 
evidence. Parma went on to 
knock out Wisla. 

• Yesterday's Guardian 
reported that the FA had to 
choose between the League 
Cup winners and the fourth 
team in the Premiership for a 
place in the new Uefa Cup. It 
should have read the fifth- 
placed side in the 
Premiership. 




Two great new fashion books 
- straight off the catwalk 

Only £9.95 each plus 99p UK p&p, Thames S Hudson 



DIESB. is another 90!s fashion 
phenomenon with its quirky stighfymtro 
3tyia, captured in this great book, toy 
cotectabie, very tfis season! 


'CHasei Is a state of mind: it means being 
open to new (fangs. fisfening K> or»S 
intuition and b&ng honest onoseff 1 

Renzo Rosso 


RH3 OR DEAD looks at the fashion 
housed raefcal designs through the years 
with as groundbraattnq coSacSons. 
tootwear and accessories. Fabulous! 


•Street fashkw is about rrxxe than price: it 
is about StOude, creOMtyond charge - 
ttjnag attrixitas which vw have in 
abundance.' Wayne Hemingway 



CultureShop Freephone 0500 600 102 

or send ymtf order with a UK cheque payable to: 

The Guardian CufturaShop, 

260 Western Avenue, _ 

London W3 SEE. iMlUffltfan 


Ferguson turns on charm and delights Brown 


Michael Walker 


D uncan ferguson. 
revealing a warm and 
humorous personality 
that bad hitherto been foot- 
ball’s best-kept secret began 
his Newcastle career yester- 
day and said his move might 
make him consider ending 
his self-imposed exile from 
Scotland's national team. 

The announcement capped 
48 hours of surprises in the 
life of the 26-year-old Scot 


“Newcastle is the closest 
thing in my thoughts but in 
the future it could be Scot- 
land." said the former Ever- 
ton player. "We will have to 
wait and see.” 

The £8 million centre-for- 
ward has not played for his 
country since February 1997 
because he felt let down by 
the Scottish FA when it 
banned him for 12 matches 
after, playing for Rangers, he 
butted Raith’s John McStay. 

Craig Brown, the Scotland 
manager, said last night: “I 


am delighted that D uncan has 
given us another option and I 
will monitor his progress 
over the coming months." 

Ferguson sat beside the 
Newcastle manager Ruud Gul- 
lit yesterday and heard the 
Dutchman say that as Chelsea 
manager he bad inquired 
about him. And the St James' 
Park club's chief executive 
Freddie Fletcher said he had 
been asked by the then man- 
ager Kevin Keegan to check 
on Ferguson's availability 
when the striker was at Dun- 


dee United- The final surprise 
came from Ferguson's agent 
who said Arsenal had been 
Newcastle's main rivals for 
Ferguson's signature. 

Ferguson, who win wear 
No. 20, is a player “with so- 
called balls", said Gullit "He 
is c l ass, he works hard, he 
has passion. I think people 
underestimate him because of 
his height but be can do 
much more.” 

The Scot said that part of 
him “win always be at Goo- 
dison Park”. This was in 


reply to a question about his 
Everton tattoo, and Ferguson 
said that it would be staying, 
as would the pigeons he races. 
"Presumably they can make 
their own way to Newcastle?" 
someone asked. ‘They're not 
that good.” Ferguson replied. 
‘TD have to drive them here.” 
• Howard KendaU is to man- 
age the Spanish Second Div- 
ision side Jerez. "I like the 
place, the set-up and the 
people involved," said the 52- 
year-old, sacked as Everton’s 
manager in the summer. 


Results 


Football 

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
Group A 

Ajax 0 Croatia Zagreb 1 
OfympijjKK 2 FC Porto 1 


Group B 

ACMrfcorg BK 3 MMeUC Bilbao 1 

Galsfosarey v juvontus. 


Group C 

Spartak MOSCOW 0 SK Storm Graz 0 

Intemaoofiais 3 Real Madrid 1 


Group D 


Anttereon 1 
Plrakso 57. 73 
67.650 


lo. UM (1) a 

Yorttd 25. 68 
Cole 53 


Bayern Munich a Brcmdby a 


Group E 

< 0)0 


73.707 

Dynamo Kiev 5 Panamn*tu» 1 


Una 10)1 
Defceve 72 


Group F 

HJK HetsinM 1 PSV Eindhoven 3 
Benhea 5 XaiMnlavKm 1 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
Third DiwMoa 


340 


< 0)0 


P W 

Ron Cowty ie 12 

Brc ch hi -IB 9 

SfrnhowaemniT. 16 


i 16 

Albio n - 16 

Benafcfc ifi 

down's Pnli^. 10 
■M RMh| 


id a 

A TrtaHM 2 
NMdrta 57 
I f AW 

4 42 IB 3B 
1 22 10 33 

5 23 16 27 

6 22 15 23 

7 21 M 29 

5 16 91 19 
7 20 22 17 

6 16 16 16 
2 10 16 30 14 
4 >0 1G 37 10 


wi RSPRESeSTATTVt Ballon League 
1 Football League 1. 

W TROPHYi tt e unwrt nwrart nSijf 
Dartford 1 Fsrnooroucfi Tn Z 
HVl* AN LfiAGUb Van d a n st Treat, 7* 
Swend rotted: Trios Tn 0 Epsom & Ewell 


N-W TRAINS LSAOUC FloadR Troplty: 
Fbwt raand, — cn it d test Athefwn Lfl 0 
Prelect Cable* 1. ttnot nowa di Atherton 
Collieries v Warrington Tn. 

ARMOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE: lawn Oust IBM fan* 
Wllltngton 0 Bedtlngton Terriers 5. 


R u MwT t Cwar Third roan* Hallara 2 
Oseett Alb i. 

POKTTHS IFAOUEr Pint DMdan Burn- 
ley 2 West Broni 2. ttw o n d D Mtloir Hud- 
dersftoM 2 Stockport a TMrd DMrion 
Po st pone d: Wigan v Rochdale, fn 
r O r p e p owe Darlington < Mtddies- 

fvcxigti 1; Scarborough 3 Hartfepool *. 
Crap Two: Rotnertiam 0 York 0. Wcup 
Three: Mon C 3 Tran mere 3. 

AVON INSURANCE CONUfa Pint Dhr- 
Won Cambridge 1 Swindon z, Fulham 2 
Tottenham a. Luton 2 Ipswich 3. Ostord 0 C 
Palace 0. Wimbledon 2 Chelsea i: 
Wycombe G Norwich 2. INiehnmni* Bor 


net v We* Ham: Brighton v Heading 
HIGHLAND USAGUB Clachnacuddto 1 
Brora Rngra 0. 

DUTCH CUV: Smod reosub Utrecht 2 
NEC NJImegen 2 (net 2-2 at 90min: Utrecht 
won 5-4 on pens). 


Rugby Union 


club MATCHES! Cambridge Untv 42 
Steals Bodge's XV 6% Combined London 
14 06 Oxford Unhr 61. 


Tennis 


ATP TOUR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
I Hanoverj WWM Orapi A Corretja (Sp) 
bi A Agassi IUS) 5-7. 6-3. 2-1 reL Rad 
OrauiK P Sampras (US) bt C Moya (Sp) 
6-3. 6-3; Y KsfeMkmr (Hus) bt K Kucera 
(Slovak) $-7. 6-3. «-2. 


Bowls 


UK INDOOR SDKUS CHAMPIONSHW 

(Hapton on Sea. Norfolk), nnmn, ftnin 
M Kfag (Eng) M □ Gourley (Sax) 7-6. 7-2; 
D CorW lire) bt C Bon Item (Eng) 7-6. 7-0: 
D Bryant (Eng) WJ Henry fire) 7-5. 7-3. P 
(Scot) bt J Ross (Ire) 7-3. 7-5. 


Chess 


owemb comma twiexham)-. 

Severn S Bryitell (Swfli 1 R Dtnalay 
(Wales) 0: V jarsa (Cz) % s Pedsrean 
(Dan) £ A Kinsman 0 T Wall I: E Marttn- 
mrsky (US) 1 C Ward 0. T Thonwllsaon 
(lee) (I A Webster 1. l—ritra Bryneu as, 
Jansa. Thomaiwsort &. Word 4. 


Ice Hockey 

KUROPSAN IJMUb Manchester 2 Bol- 
zano 5. 

HHU Tarnpe Bay f Boston 4. St Louis 4 
Nashville 0: Phoenix 3 Chicago 2. 


Real Tennis 


ORTON OPEN (Oueefl’SI: Dottles floafc 
J SNOteAl Mafo |GB) bt S Vlrgona/R Gunn 
(AuafGB) 6-4. 6-1. 6-6. 


Sailing 


TORNADO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Buzlos. BO: nrat day: Rasa Ota: 1. O 
BundocA/J Forbes (Ausl; Z M Booth/A 
Lands nberger (Ausl; 3. J PotgartC Happet 
(Got). Ran* Twee I. Boolh/Landanbargar; 
Z Bundoefc/Fcroes; 3. F Lea/J L Boltester 
(8pj 


Snooker 


UK CHAMPIONSHIP (Bournemouth): 
Third roue* S Dawb (Eng) bt M Camp- 
bell [Scad 6-7. Q u arte t R ush D Harold 
(Eng) leads F O'Brien (Ire) 6-2. 


Fixtures 


Football 


FAI NATIONAL L F A Q U fc Plunder Dtv- 
Wib Dundalk v St Patricks Am (7.45). 


• The Italian Mac Btepgl. who finished 
Ddrd In his debut seeson tn the SOOcc 
world motorcycling championship on a 
Honda. Is ejected to sign tor the Ya- 
maha. Yesterday 8*0991. Uw tour-times 
2S0CC world Champion, was tasting Yama- 
ha's factory YZR 50D at the Suzuka race- 
track In Japan. 

“The deal is a formality." team officials 
said, although It is unlikely tne signing will 
ba completed tnts week. Motor Cycle 
News yesterday reported me deal taking 
Bteaal Irom Honda to Yamaha alongside 
Spain's Carlos Checa was worth around 
36.62 motion (£4 imUionL 


• Russia's ski Log federation has- been 
bread to cared two World Cup cross 
country sKlmg races Because of lack of 
funds, a senior official Mid yesterday. So- 
rts Bystrov, the federation’* vice-fveet- 
dent said they haa n«d to cancel a man s 
and woman b race In Ramertslwye, | n the 
Moscow region, scheduled for January 5 
and 6 - 


• Belting Is to launch a ted tor me 2008 
summer Otymptcs. During a ceremony at 
the Greet Hall of the People yesterday. 
Beijing's Mayor jia Otngtln presented the 


capita) dry's appOoatton to Wu Shoozu. 
•* Chinese Otyrapte Commit- 


president of liw 
tee. Xinhua sold. 

"Anar careful eoMdarsSen, the Bdjlng 
munfejpel government submitted the bid to 


host Die 2006 Olympic Games. " Wu sold et 
"The Chinese Olympic 


the wiomony. 

Committee la vary happy to receive the 
appHcabdo.'* 


• Richie WoodhaD la to mak* the aecoref 
defence at tils World Boxing Council mrid 
super-mhkHawetght Htfe spaJnci former 
the champion Vincenzo Nardiallo on Janu- 
ary 30 in T afford. 


Sport in brief 


Golf 


Players have been given an 
added incentive to do well in 
the first 10 weeks of next 
season because of a change In 
qualification rules for the US 
Masters. From now on not 
only will the top 50 in the 
world rankings at the end of 
the year qualify, but those 
who break Into the elite in 
January and February will 
also go to Augusta in ApriL it 
might benefit Scotland's 
Andrew Coltart, who cur- 
rently lies 63rd in the world. 


Cricket 

Kim Barnett’s request to be 
released by Derbyshire has 
been rejected. The former 
captain, who has two years of 
his contract to run. had 
wanted to leave after 20 years 
at the County Ground to con- 
tinue his playing career. 


Rugby League 

Sheffield Eagles have released 
two members of the squad 
which beat Wigan at Wem- 
bley to win the Challenge 
Cup. The winger Lynton 
Stott, who has in tee past 
been a target of the Super 
League newcomers Gateshead 
Thunder, and the stand-off or 
loose forward Martin Wood 
are being allowed to go so that 
the South Yorkshire club can 
trim their squad to 22 . 


Snooker 

Dave Harold scented his first 
major final since the 1994 
Skoda Grand Prix by taking a 
6-2 overnight lead against 


Fergal O’Brien in the quarter- 
finals of the UK Champion- 
ship in Bournemouth yester- 
day, writes Clim Everton. The 
world No. 18 is the highest- 
ranked player left in the top 
half of the draw. 


Boxing 

The world heavyweight 
championship unification 
fight between Lennox Lewis 
and Bvander Holyfield will 
take place at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden in 
March: Ray Stallone, boxing 
executive of TVKO, the pay- 
per-view arm of HBO which Is 
showing the fight, confirmed 
the venue.* 


Motor Sport 

Ford yesterday named three 
drivers to partner the former 
world rally champion Colin 
McRae next season. They are 
the 24-year-old Norwegian Pet- 
ter Solberg, who has been 
signed mi a five-year contract 
Thomas Rad strom from 
Sweden and tee French rally 
champion Simon Jean-Joseph, 
writes David Williams. 


Sports Books 

Robert Twigger, the winner of 
William Hill Sports Book of 
the Year award, was unable to 
collect his prize yesterday be- 
cause he is IP the Indonesian 
jungle hunting for snakes. 
Twiggefs Angry White Pyja- 
mas, about his exile in Japan 
studying the martial art Ai- 
kido. was a surprise winner. 
Among the shortlisted .books 
were two by Guardian writ- 
ers; We're Right Behind You, 
Captain, by David Hopps, and 
Winter Colours by Donald 
McRae. 



French 
Ferri is 
bound 
for 


Anfield 


Ian Ron 


T HE Liverpool manager 
Gerard Houllier’s res- 
ponse to his club’s latest 
defensive horror show was 
both swift and decisive 

yesterday. 

Less than 24 hoars after 
watching his team slide to a 
3-1 first-leg defeat In the Uefa 
Cup third round against Celta 
Vigo in Spain, Houllier set up 
a deal to bring a fellow 
Frenchman, tee former inter- 
national defender Jean-Ml- 
chel Ferri, to Anfield. 

Ferri, 29, a former French 
champ ionship winner with 
Nantes, currently plays for 
tee Turkish club Istanbulspor 
and is valued at £1.7 million. 
As Houllier met some Anfield 
board members yesterday to 
discuss transfer policy, Ferri 
said: “I hope to join Liverpool 
very shortly. I expect to travel 
to Merseyside to finalise 
details." 

He added that Derby-. 
County were also interested 
but that his clear preference 
was Liverpool. 

Houllier travelled to Wem- 
bley last night to ran the rule 
over another French de- 
fender, the highly rated Lens 
centre-back Frederic Dehu, 
who played against Arsenal 
in their Champions League, 
fixture. 

In the wake of Tuesday 
night's defeat, Houllier vowed 
to flood the Merseyside club 
with new talent as “a matter 
of real urgency”- 
After being promised up to 
£15 mDfion to reinforce his 
squad, he said: "I really 
would like 3 top-class player 
to start with but if that is not 
possible 1 shall bring in squad ' 
players." Ferri fits Into the 
latter category. 

“Our defeat in Spain has 
simply confirmed that this 
team does need strengthen- 
ing, particularly in defence.'.’ 


Lampard 

move 

rebuffed 


Martin Thorpe 


W EST HAM sent out a 
dear message yester- 
day that they will not 
be treated as a hard-up dub 
willing to sell any player, 
when they turned down an 
approach by Tottenham for 
their England Under-21 mid- 
fielder Frank Lampard. 

Spurs inquired yesterday, 
hoping West Ham would be 
tempted by a £4.3 million offer 
for Lampard after the Ham- 
mers admitted they were 
forced to sell Andrew hnpey to 
Leicester to balance tee books. 

But West Ham's manager 
Harry Redknapp quickly told 
them no. “If any club thinks 
we’re totally skint and need to 
sell they've got it completely, 
wrong,” he said. "Spurs came 
in probably thinking that and 
believing we would sell any- 
body. I immediately spoke to 
the chairman and he agreed 
with me that Frank Lampard 
is not available. 

“Not one of my players is 
for sale and 1 have tee total 
backing of everybody at West 
Ham. I’m in charge of who 
stays and who goes. I said 
Andy Impey was the last and 
he will be, there is no quest 
tion about that" 

The Impey deal sparked a 
huge row between West Ham’s 
chief executive Peter Storrie 
and Redknapp, who was suffi- 
ciently upset about the sale to 
seek assurances from the 
board that other players would 
not follow. Yesterday the dub 
stuck to their word by backing 
Redknapp’s decision to rebuff 
Tottenham’s offer. 

“We bad a phone inquiry 
from Tottenham Hotspur 
about Frank and we said 
thank-you but no thank-you.” 
insisted Storrie. "We’re not 
interested in selling him.” 
Managers are fighting back 
against tee sale of players 
over their heads by demand- 
ing a contractual entitlement 
to a say in transfer deals. Pre- 
miership clubs are being 
warned that managers will in- 
sist on protective clauses, un- 
less football’s money men step 

interfering In the buying and 
selling of players. ^ 

The move was Launched 
yesterday by the Leagvfe Man- 
agers’ Association chiefixec- 
utive John Barnwell -who 
plans talks with Ever tea's 
Walter Smite over the cao&& 
versiai sale of Duncan Fergu- 
son to Newcastle, which 
swiftly followed West Ham’s 
selling of Impey. •; 

• Another manager-chair- 
man row over a transfer-' is 
looming, with Portsmouth's 
Martin Gregory ready to sell 
the free-scoring John Aloisi 
for a cut-price £1 million, oiuy 
days after Alan Ball said he 
was not for sale at any price. . 
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T IM RODBER has been 
given a chance to res- 
urrect his Interna- 
tional career in the 
role of lock forward in Satur- 
day's Cook Cup match against 
Australia at Twickenham. 

The 29-year-old Northamp- 
ton player, who normally 
plays In the back row, start s 
his first Test for 18 months in 
a team showing five nhangga 
one of them positional, from 
the side that struggled to de- 
feat Italy in Sunday’s -World 
Cup qualifier in Huddersfield. 

Rodber, who came on as a 
second-row substitute in the 
Netherlands and Italy games, 
dis places G arath Archer, who 
is dropped from the match 
squad of .22 despite being an 
ever-present in the England 
line-up last season. Lawrence 
Dallaglio, recovered from a 
knee injury, returns at blind- 
side flanker in place of Ben 


Clarke, and resumes the cap- 
taincy. held by Martin John 
son for the g am e s agem# 
Netherlands and Italy. . 

In an attempt to inject pace 
and mobility, England's 
coach .Clive Woodward, has 
also recalled Richard HOI at 
No, 8 in place of Martin Cony 
and. dropped the Harlequins 
wing Dan Luger, after two ap- 
pearances. to favour of Tony 
Underwood, who will play on 
the right with Austin Healey 
switching to the left. If Wood- 
ward has lived up to hisrepu- 
tation for making sweeping 
changes, there is compelling 
logic in his . argument that 
Australia can only be beaten 
by -athletic baH-players per- 
forming at pace. 

Rodber, . who has won 32 
caps as a back-row forward, 
will offer' a prodigious work- 
rate as well as a strong physi- 
cal presence In the scrums 
and line-outs. Tve worked 
hard to learn the basics of the 
second row. it’ll he a bit like 


Irish pick Wood 
to start against 
South Africa 

l/EITH WOOD has been 
IVrecaLLed by Ireland to 
faee the world champions 
South Africa at Lansdowne 
Road on Saturday. 

The former captain had 
been omitted from the 
squad for the start of their 
World Cup qualifying cam- 
paign because of a contrac- 
tual dispute with the Irish 
Rugby Football Union. But 
that has been resolved and 
the Lions hooker came on 
as a replacement in last 
Saturday’s win against 

Ro mania. 

Girvan Dempsey will 
start an international for 
the first tima on the left 
wing, replacing Darragh 
O’Mahoney in a side show- 
ing six changes. 

In Scotland’s World- Cup 
qualifier against Portugal 
at Murrayfield, also on Sat- 
urday, the Lions fly-half 
Gregor Townsend will start 
an international match at. 
full-back for the first time. 

The Brive player Im- 
pressed as a replacement 
for the injured foll-back 


Cricket 



Townsend . . . fullback start 

Derrick Lee in the 35-10 de- 
feat by South Africa. Scot- 
land’s backs coach John 
Rutherford said: “Gregor is 
one of our best runners and 
If you look at all the top 
sides their best runners are 
at No. 15.” 

■■UMhOWMi Mabop (both Lortdon 
trtsh). H*wo* (Bristol). M iDongarttWo}. 
Dmi m > (ftranure Cottage); MwiiB d 
(Galwagl*™), HoOBtanm (St Maty's 
Coll); WUitiil ii fc (Dungannon), Wood 
(Hurl again*). Ct o h ao oy (Young Muraaor). 
Jotao (Sarsosna, caplj. OWoiy (London 
Irish). €>*CoIpooogalN (Solo). Ward 
(BsDyiiahtacfe)." C »ot— o (St Mary’s con). 


•COTUUIDi Tnmnod (Bfhm): loan 
(Wasps). Mayor (Edinburgh Rahtots). J 
LodW (Glasgow CalBdoalana), IMn w 
Morfao, Wodpa U i (capt aN Edinburgh 
FMvws); Smith, laflodb (both Glasgow 
Calodonlarui). HlKon (Both). Morroy 
(Bedfctd), wa r (Newcastle Falcons). M 
LoaHo (Edinburgh Hal vara), Poioro 
(BaBi), Pn — S o u (Northampton). 


winning my first cap to strut 
my first Test ' in that posi- 
tion/* he said. 

Ian McGeecban, Northamp- 
ton's director of rugby, was 
Instrumental in helping 
Rodber makefile switch from 

No. 8, where he also played 
for the' Lions 'ta last year’s 
Test-series. triumph -over 
South African "Geech has 
picked me at lock for the club 
about 20 times.” Rodber. ex- 
plained, “We talked it over 
and decided that move offered, 
the best option for my inter- 
national career. Apart from 
attending to file basics, TO be 
looking to make a lot of tack- 
les as well as matching the 
Australians on the gain fine.” 

Rodber's England career 
nosedived last seascm when he 
had - hamg t rhig and tmo»> carti- 
lage injuries. Woodward said: 
“Tim gets his chance on ment 
be has very exciting potential 
as a Test lock- We have to find 
out now whether he. can play 
in the position at this leveL Hie 
wfil have a lot of pwpartwvMd 
players around him.” 

DaHaglio was certain to be 
restored at No. 6 once he was 
fit but Woodward could have 
chosen Clarke, who has had 
an excellent run of form, in 
his Richmond position of 
No. 8; instead he has readied 
Hill, another 1997 Lions for- 
ward. “H31, DaTlagMn and 
Neil Back has always been 
my favourite back row,” he 
said. 

Underwood, who won the 
last of his 25 caps in March 
last year, gets his chance to 
consolidate a 1999 World Cup 
place because the Sale wing 
David Rees is still not 100 per 
cent fit after playing two Pre- 
miership games in the wake 
of a groin injury. “On form, 
Tony is arguably, the best 
wing in the country, ” de- 
clared Woodward. “Given 
that pace is vital to every- 
thing we’re aimin g to do he 
will be a.viial performer.” . 

Wisely Woodward has left 
wen alone in the front row, 
the mirtfiairi and at half-back, 
afi areas ta which Rnginnd 
struggled in their two Tests 
against Australia since he be- 


came coach 14 months ago. 

metANDi hny. (ftath): iMwmod 
(Newcastle). Ore — owl (Lotcaster). 
Ouoott (Bain).. Healey (Leicester); 
Orayeoe, Dawson (bom Northampton); 
Leonard (Harlequins), CoeherlU, 
OerfertH, Johnson (all Lolcsater), 



I No pushovers . . . England’s pack take on the scrum machine at Roehampton yesterday 


PHOTOGRAPH; TOM JENKINS 



Wk* Solve? bn Perth 


A LTHOUGH the torren- 
tial rain that hit Bris^ 
bane probably saved 
England from defeat, there 
was a touch of thunder from 
their coach David Lloyd 
directed at those he believes 
were responsible for putting 
the team into such a perilous 
position. 

“We created chances and 
didn’t take them," Lloyd said 
after the team arrived here 
yesterday for the second Test 
which starts on Saturday. 
“We made basic errors and 
we must eradicate them." 

He acknowledged, too. that 
when Australia’s tail wagged 
furiously, and England’s by 


contrast drooped dismally, 
the balance of the match 
turned. ■ 

“Our top six has very simi- 
lar results to other top sixes 
around the world, but it is 
below that 'that we have 
problems. It irritates me be- 
cause I want us to be able to 
score runs all the way down. 
Instead we have two lower- 
order batsmen. Dominic Cork 
and Alan MuHally, out pull- 
ing in the space of five balls 
thinking they were Roy 
Fredericks.” 

Had the whole team matched 
the top order England could 
have swung the game their 
way. Just consider: although 
the Australia top-seven bats- 
men managed 368 runs be- 
tween them, they did so thanks 


in part to En glish fielding 
arms. Steve Wangh made U2 
but ought to have been run out 
an 29 and caught at slip when 
68; lan HeaJy was dropped 
when 36 and finished with 134. 

Had those chances been 
taken it Is likely Australia 
would not have reached 300. 
Against this, England’s top 
seven batsmen scored 329 
runs between them, with not 
a single let-off. It is not fanci- 
ful therefore, to suggest that 
even with the feeble contribu- 
tion from down the order they 
should have gain ed a signifi- 
cant first-innings lead. 

hi bowling terms MuDally 
was one of England’s .sue- 

cesses. He took five wickets 
for the first time an d never 
lost control when the side 


were under the cosh in Aus- 
tralia’s second Innings. 

His function In the second 
Test may Involve a bit more 
slogging at the coal-face, 
though, for it would seem Eng- 
land might well take Austra- 
lia’s view that spin is not an 
essential weapon at the Waca, 
opting fin: the extra batsman 
and a battery erf pace bowlers. 
MuHally, whose formative 
years were spent in Perth, has 
been identified as the bloke to 
bowl into the breeze. 

Glenn McGrath’s strangle- 
hold over Mike Atherton Is a 
continuing worry, as Is the 
form of foe captain, though 
Lloyd’s message regarding 
Alec Stewart Is: “Do not be 
concerned, foe captain will 
make runs.” 



Trouble under African skies as Adams incites colour clash 

Andy Capostagno in Johannesburg on an historic Test series 


I F EVER a Test series mar- 
keted itselh this is it 
The first official meeting in 
the Republic between South 
Africa and West Indies fea- 
tures a touring team who 
spent weeks on the front 
pages because of a power 
struggle with their home 
board. And farther unwanted 
headlines were composed last 
night after a car driven by the 
president of that board, Pat 
Rousseau, was hijacked In Jo- 
hannesburg, scene of today's 
historic firaLTest- 
Rousseau, his wife, the 
journalist Tony Becca and an 
official of foe United Cricket 
Board (UCB) of South Africa 
were driving to the Soweto 
Oval when armed men forced 


them from foe car and left 
them unharmed at foe road- 
side. They were rescued by 
other UCB officials. . . • 

Even so. now that the 
Win dies have been here for 
two weeks the Test is also 
being talked of in cricketing 
terms. This will delight those 
who, during foe years of isola- 
tion, believed that politics 
had no part in sport just as it 
will infuriate those who be- 
lieve that sport without sub- 
text is not sport at all. 

And . much as' Brian Lara’s 
men tried to grab foe lime- 
light, the real intrigue lies be- 
hind foe scenes at foe UCB. 
Last year, in an attempt to ac- 
celerate the development pro- 
gramme, the UCB ma n aging 


director All Bather stated that 
it was no longer "acceptable for 
a South Africa team to take the 
field without a player, of 
colour. Tterwe the test-tracking 
of the pace bowler Makhaya 
Ntini and the apparemguarate- 
tee ofa place for foe wrist spin- 
ner Paul Adams. 

But Ntini has lost his squad 
place to David Terbrugge, a 
graduate of the Dennis Lillee 
fast bowling school in 
Madras, and Adams has 
bowled so poorly this season 
that many were shocked at 
his inclusion. “There are 
sometimes reasons why the 
team will be all white in cer- 
tain matches," said Sachet. 

Mvuso Mbebe, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the National Sports 


Council, replied: “We are 
really concerned about that 
and will probably take foe 
matter up with Dr Bacher 
after the Test match.” 

So the pressure is on for 
Adams to play. The feeling at 
the UCB is that foe young 
man baa gone off the rails in 
his personal life and that it is 
affecting his bowling, but that 
brin ging him to' Johannes- 
burg will take him out of foe 
comfort zone of his life as a 
star; a well-chaperoned Ad- 
ams, it is felt can be brought 
back into line. 

The point being that the 
UCB cannot afford to lose Its 
brightest role model; and, 
more pertinently, Adams at 
his best is more likely to win a 
Test against West Tndtos Vhan 
the familiar pare nf Shaun Pnl- 

lock and Allan DonakL 


Dreaming of the Ashes 
while sleeping rough 


I T MAY be bid age, but it has 
been mighty bard getting 
the body into that strange 
rhythm which enables it to 
cope simultaneously with an 
Englis h winter’s night and a 
Test match coming from foe 
eastern half of Australia. 

On the first two nights I 
dozed fitfully and actually 
dreamt what would happen 
next I went to sleep with one 
Australian wicket down, 
dreamed there were four out 
— and, lo, it was true. Next 
night (truly) I had a dream 
about killer rabbits emerging 
from their burrows, and woke 
to hear that Damien Fleming 
had scored 7L 
On foe last night I couldn’t 
sleep at aH The contest be- 
tween the Australians and 
God to see whether they could 
secure victory before the 
thunderstorm was riveting. 
Shame En gland had ceased to 
be participants. 

Before getting to the mes- 
sage, a word first about foe 
medium- Shorn of foe respon- 
sibility ofbroadcasting to Aus- 
tralia, foe commentators on 
Radio Four and Sky have been 
able to indulge themselves as 
"uswes" (pronounced UZZ- 
wee). An uswe(note to OED: to 
be credited to Mr Gerald Mor- 
timer of the Derby Evening 
Telegraph) is a sports writer 
or broadcaster who refers to 


teams as “us” or “we" instead 

of maintain Ing a pre tence Of 

objectivity. 

As ever, the Test Match 
Special commentators have 
been a great deal better than 
most of the Sky ones (special- 
ist subject the Weedin’ obvi- 
ous). Unfortunately it is al- 
most impossible both to listen 
and watch. For some technical 
reason, radio scoops televi- 
sion by a couple of seconds. So 
- if you try foe old trick of 
sw itching the TV sound down 
and listening to foe radio, you 
get this eerie effect — a form of 
Calvinist predestination — 
whereby you hear what win 
happen before, as far as you 
are concerned, it actually has. 

When foe England tail are 
batting, it is rather reassuring' 
to know In advance that they 
have survived a ball: mostly, it 
is infUriatmg. If the BBC 
cared enough about cricket to 
invest in one of those tape- 
delay mechanisms used by 
local radio stations to stop 
people swearing on phone-ins 
it would probably double foe 
audience. 

So what is the message from 
Brisbane? It was, for once, 
roughly as pred icted here. 
Sure, England were luck)', but 
if you will excuse a moment of 
uswe-ing it was damnably 
overdue this year after Barba- 
dos, and indeed Edgbaston. 
England are not patsies on 
this tour. For long periods 
they can match and outmatch 
Australia. But there are cru- 
cial areas of weakness which 
will make it desperately hard 
for them to win. And it is 
weakness in foe head which is 
cr uclaL 

People talk, casually, about 
a spin bowler’s "guile". It Is as 


essential to his livelihood as 
for a pickpocket or a fox. Eng- 
land chose Robert Croft to' ‘ 
tour and not Phil Tufnell; the 
Aussies thought it crazy, but 
it happened. So the manage- 
ment must at least pretend to 
believe in foe choice. It is no 
use at all if Alec Stewart's atti- 
tude is “Right, lads, it's nearly 
lunch. Crofty’s bowling. 
Scatter”. 

It is by no means obvious 
that the team for Perth should 
comprise seven batsmen and 
four seamers. The pitch can 
vary from perfect firmness to 

some thin g resem blin g the 

Flanders countryside in 1917. 
But the most consistent feature 
is the afternoon breeze, and 
someone will have to bowl into 
it. It ought to be Croft's job. 

This is a very hard turn- 
around. Three days between 
Tests 2,000 miles and two time 
zones apart is, as the Aussies 
say, a big ask. If it’s any conso- 
lation, it’s tough for them as 
welL There’s only one West- 
ern Australian (Justin 
Larger) in the team. Most of 
foe others get a bit spooked by 
the Perth pitch too. 

But the Aussies are much 
better at hiding their insecuri- 
ties. After South Africa bad a 
near-miss at Old Trafford they 
visibly went to pieces. Austra- 
lia look like they know they 
will get us next time. England 
have to believe in themselves 
and one another, and let foe 
Aussies see it Otherwise they 
are doomed. 

It’s easier for us here. For a 
Perth Test you can set the 
alarm for about 6JJ0am and 
catch half the day’s play. I 
slept 10 hours on Tuesday 
night, so rtn ready. Not so 
sure about foe lads out there. 


Ponty to 
follow 
Cardiff 
lead 


Paul Rees 


P ontypridd have 

served notice that they 
will leave the Welsh 
Rugby Union if they are not 
among the four Welsh 
"super clubs” to be in- 
cluded. in the British league 
which the WRU hopes will 
start next season. 

“We have been loyal to 
the WRU and expect that to 
be repaid." said the club’s 
manager Eddie Jones. “We 
were invited to Join Cardiff 
in their friendlies against 
the English but we acted In 
the best Interests of the 
game in Wales and stayed 
put. If the union did the 
dirty on us, we would have 
to resign and look to 
England. 

“The criteria for the 
super clubs should be based 
on ability and perfor- 
mance, not historical prece- 
dent and geography.” 
Cardiff and Swansea will 
be two of the four, even 
though they are no longer 
part of the Welsh Premier 
Division and so would not 
qualify for the British 
league on competitive 
criteria. 

The WRU has neatly side- 
stepped that by stipulating 
that the four clubs which 
wilt represent Wales will 
have to meet strict finan- 
cial criteria that would rule 
out most of the eight sides 
in the Premier Division. 
The union has come under 
pressure from the Interna- 
tional Rugby Board to take 
sanctions against the two 
defectors and it faces a dis- 
ciplinary hearing in Dublin 
next month, but whatever 
action it takes will amount 
to little more than a slap on 
the wrist. 

Three other clubs will be 
in the frame: Pontypridd, 
Llanelli and Newport The 
WRU owns Llanelli’s Stra- 
dey Park ground, which 
gives that club a head start 
And there is a feeling on* 
the WRU that Gwent, its 
biggest district, should be 
represented by Newport 
Pontypridd, arguably the 
most successful side in 
Wales this decade — they 
were Welsh champions in 
1997, have three of the 
current Wales team in 
their side and are in 
the quarter-finals of the 
European Cup — are not 
impressed. 

“If the union backs New- 
port we would be con- 
demned to permanent me- 
diocrity,” said Jones. “We 
would be starved of money 
and meaningful competi- 
tion. Everything we have 
worked hard to achieve 
would be undone in an in- 
stant and we would have to 
sell our leading players-” 

The WRU plans to fund 
its chosen four clubs with 
some £1 million a year to 
make them competitive in 
the British. league, whose 
English clubs will in many 
cases have rich backers. 
The union will decide in 
January which four clubs 
will receive its largesse, 
but Jones said it was acting 
with precipitate haste. 
“The British league has not 
been set up yet and I am not 
sure if it will be. The 
English clubs still have to 
show their hand.” 

A planned meeting of the 
four home unions' working 
party looking into the 
British league which was 
scheduled for Tuesday was 
put off until next week. 
Moreover, a condition laid 
down by the WRU for the 
funding of its chosen clubs 
Is that it should have a 
representative on the board 
of each of the four. And 
Cardiff, who believe a Brit- 
ish league will amount to 
little more than they and 
Swansea joining the Allied 
Dunbar, are unlikely to 
accept. 

“The union should do 
nothing until it has 
regained control,” said 
Jones. “That could be some 
time off.” 

Other clubs are more 
resigned. “There is no way 
we would be in a position to 
compete,” said foe chair- 
man of Bridgend, Derrick 
King. “We would have to 
advise our better players to 
look elsewhere." 



U.S. Robotics 



B Curares at speeds of up to S«bps at new V.90 standard* ■ Provides fax. e-mail, personal voice 
and' speakerphone facilities. » Flash memory allows future upgrades.' « The world’s most popular 


modem. To .find out more, visit our web site at www.3com.com *Due to 
varying line conditions, the download speed you experience may be lower. 




More connected: 


Tiv .ICmj I .A. ftiiiflo .5 6K 
Vfirr FjvtUfrlnh. 

Spend less rime staring ar toe dreaded egg timer icon 
unto an opeating speed of up to 56Kbps at the new 
V.90 standard, it will also support lower speeds at the 
highest quality 


Only £105 FREEPHONE 

UK list price irre. VAT 0800 22 52 52 






V 





16 

Rusedski joins elite, page 1 3 
Cloud over Arsenal, page 14 


Thursday November 26 1998 


Houliier goes into action, page 1 4 

Rodber unlocks England door, page 15 . 

SportsGuardian 




Champions League 


Group E : Arsenal 0 Lens 1 

Lens see 
off 

Arsenal’s 

Euro 

hopes 

Martin Thorpe at Wembley sees the 
Gunners fire blanks yet again 

A RSENE Wenger has senal’s way after Just three 
been looking minutes fallen to the Dutch- 
through rose-tinted man rather than the Liberian, 
spectacles in assert- Ray Parlour swung in e 
ing that his squad cross from the right which 


A RSENE Wenger has 
been looking 
through rose-tinted 
spectacles in assert- 
ing that his squad 
players are up to the job. Last 
night a polished Lens conclu- 
sively saw through the 
Arsenal manager’s blind spot 
as they effectively knocked his 
toam out of thia tour namen t. 

With only one game left the 
Gunners needed to win here 
but their lack of reserves left 
them short once again. A goal 
just before the half-hour pock- 
eted the three points for Lens. 

On a cold, wet night in north 
London, Arsenal began their 

mountain nlimh with a team 
dressed in u nfamiliar dark- 
blue shirts but otherwise es- 
chewing experimentation. 

Christopher Wreh replaced 
the Injured Dennis Bergkamp 
up front while Remi Garde 
and Stephen Hughes were 
drafted into midfield in the 
place of the suspended Em- 
manuel Petit and the injured 
Patrick Vieira. 

This reunited the partner- 
ship that struggled to cope 
with the mesmeric skills of 
Dynamo Kiev in the l-l draw 
at Wembley last month. The 
encouraging point for 
Arsenal In that game was that 
they did manage to create 
chances, even if, true to 
recent tradition, they squan- 
dered all but one. 

However, Bergkamp played 
in that game, not Wreh. And 
one wonders what would 
have happened had the invit- 
ing chance which came A r- 



Frank Keating 


Words failing 
the pedlars 
of rugby’s 
Babel babble 

I WAS not around to tune in 
to on-the-spot dispatches 
from the Tower ofBabel, 
but recent televised rugby 
union coverage must have 
been roughly similar. Last 
Saturday, via BBC from 
Murrayfield, prehistory's mel- 
lifiuously familiar tones of 
BUI McLaren were Indulging 
In his obsession with interna- 
tional caps won. The following 
afternoon, on ITV from Hud- 
dersfield, a different Celt's 
dulcets wore John Taylor's, 
describing (and despairing of) 
England's abject show. This 
Saturday the Englishman 
Miles Harrison will be doing 
the honours from Twicken- 
ham for Sky. 

Live Five Nations television 
coverage will be either on BBC 
or Sky — before 1999’s World 
Cup becomes exclusive to ITV. 


Rugby's confusing squabble of 
market forces has reached the 
nation's living-rooms. 

. Relevantly, while bonny 
Bill McThuselah on Saturday 
was intoning with spot-on so- 
lemnity the precise cap-count 
of McSo-and-so. the Sky rugby 
team was simultaneously 
warming up for this weekend 
and next with a live league 
run-out at Northampton — 
and that is the inference 
which can unquestionably be i 
drawn from the production 
performances of these com- 
peting armies: that there is no 
substitute for practice, week 
in, week out, and it strikes me > 
that the slickness, enlighten- 
ment and generally engaging 
“view ability” of the Sky 
rugby team's product is now 
streets ahead. 

For in these matters, prac- 
tice — regular, live, and “in 
the middle” — really does get 
you far nearer perfection. At 
football this season, for 
Instance, Sky's terrific duo of 
Martin Tyler and Andy Gray 
will be at the microphone for 
all of 60 live Premiership 
games; and at rugby. Harrison 
and his estimatdy cocksure 
sidekick Stuart Barnes will 
have covered 50. 

Mind you, it is no longer 
true that Sky's rugby (with, 
agreed, its lower viewing fig- 
ures) gets none of the credit it 
deserves, for It has won the 
prestigious Bafta award for 
1998’s "best live-event cover- 
age", the first such win for Sky 
and against the serious nomi- 
nated opposition of the BBC's 
Hong Kong handover and 





CIV C 





senal’s way after just three 
minutes fallen to the Dutch- 
man rather than the Liberian. 

Ray Parlour swung in a 
cross from the right which 
bounced on to the chest of 
Wreh, unmarked and danger- 
ously positioned by the penal- 
ty spot Unfortunately his 
first touch let him down and 
the chance was squandered. 

But the opportunity encap- 
i sulated a bright opening for 
Arsenal, who also might have 
expected better on 14 minutes 
when Wreh fed Nicolas An- 
elka on the left edge of the 
area but. the Frenchman 
could not even hit the target 

A couple of times, thongh, 
Lens, a mobile, neat-passing 
side, reminded the English 
champions of their threat on 
the break. In the tie between 
these two sides in Lens 
Arsenal squandered a hatful 
of chances, then paid the 
price by conceding an equal- 
iser in Injury-time. 

The scorer was Tony Vair- 
ellas, a huge threat up front In 
that game who on the quarter- 
hour last night set up his 
striking partner Pascal 
Nouma for a powerful shot 
from 12 yards which, luckily 
for Arsenal, was directed 
straight at David Seaman. 

Six minutes later Lens went 
closer still as Nouma turned 
provider to lay a ball back for 
Vladimir Smicer to unleash a 
20-yard shot which Seaman 
pushed away with an acro- 
batic dive. 

Almost immediately An- 
elka was set free on goal at 




Slide rule . . . Frederic Dehu gahin possession for Lens with a tackle on Arsenal’s Marc Overmars in the Champions League match at Wembley last night photograph phh_cole 


the other end only for the 
Lens goalkeeper Guillaume 
Warmnz to come charging out 
his area and tackle the striker 
perfectly with his feet. 

Despite their ihtermittent 
threat on the Lois goal, how- 
ever, Arsenal once again 
looked lightweight up front. ; 
Attacking possibilities regu- 
larly foundered on the lack of 
bodies in the opposing box or 
poor passes and lade of con- 
trol which ruined many' a 
promising build-up. 

A whole range of players 
were to blame — Hughes, Par- 
lour, Anelka and Wreh — and 
the longer the game went on 
the more Arsenal looked like 
a side which had scored just 


three goals in six games, i 
Lens, on the other hand, con- 
tinued to pose a more worry- 
ing threat on the break. Seven 
minutes Into the second half 
they nearly scored when the 
ever-dangerous Nouma 
scooped a shot from six yards 
over the bar after being set up 
by Smicer’s left-wing run into 
the area. 

In one last gamhte Wenger 
sent on Luis Boa Morte and 
Nelson Vivas for Wreh and 
Garde, and a minute later 
Arsenal so nearly scored. Mhrc 
Overmare, with a rare moment 
of threat; cot In from the left to 
set up Ray Parlour but from 20 
yards he shot at the keeper. 

Bat Lens had the final word 


as they took the lead an 72 
minutes. Smicer wriggled his 
way on to the left of the 
Arsenal area and fired the 
hall across goal. Michael De- 
beve tapped in unmarkpd on 
the back post despite Arsenal 
claims for offside. 

The game ended with ugly 
scenes as two players were 
sent off in injury time. First 
Parlour was dismissed for 
kicking Cyril Rool in the face. , 
then, seconds later VairdLas i 
was given his marching orders 
for a foul on Lee Dixon. 

Inan J (4-4-2): Seaman: Obcon. Adams, 
Known, Wlnterbum: Parlour, Qarda. 
Hushes, Overmani; Wraft, Anefta. 

Laea (444); Wanrnc SI kora. Mogrtier. 
Dehu. Laohoc Debevs, Smlcar, Nyarto. 
Root: Nouma Veirortes. 

Rafsreei A Frtsh (Sweden). 


Dynamo prosper with late gift of Greek own-goal 


AN OWN-GOAL by the: 
AFanatUnaikos defender 
Angelos Basina? ll min- 
utes from time gave Dy- 
namo Kiev a 2-1 victory in 
Ukraine yesterday In their 
Champions League Group E 
match in Ukraine. 

Kostas KJassos’s clear- 
ance from a corner struck 
his team-mate on the back 
and rebounded into the net 
to the the delight of 
Dynamo, for whom Sergei 
Rebrov had equalised seven 
minutes earlier. 

Panathlnalkos had 
seemed to be making a big 


stride towards the quarter- 
finals when . Andreas La- 
gnnncaiciR beat Alexander 
Sbovkovsky from 12 yards 
in the 36th minute. But 
when Dynamo’s substitute 
Valentin Belkevich found 
Rebrov with a long centre, 
the striker controlled it 
well before blasting home 
the equaliser. 

Spartak Moscow squan- 
dered two valuable points 
when they were surpris- 
ingly held 0-0 by Sturm 
Graz in their Group C match 
in the Russian capital 

Having beaten the Austri- 


ans 2-0 in Graz in Septem- 
ber, Spartak now found it 
much more difficult to pen- 
etrate a packed defence. 

Spartak must now win at 
the reigning European 
champions Real Madrid on 
December 9 to have any 
realistic chance of making 
the quarter-finals. 

In Group F. Bobby Rob- 
son’s PSV Eindhoven 
moved off the bottom by 
winning 3-1 against HJK 
Helsinki in Finland after a 
hat-trick by Ruud van Nis- 
telrooij. Mika Lehksouo 
replied with a penalty. 


Grand National and riVs 
British Grand Prix. 

The smooth gell and inter- 
play — “mates tip ", the Aus- 
tralians can it — between the 
former BBC radio journalist 
Harrison and the former Bath 
and Rn giwgd fly-half Barnes 
glaringly shows up some old- 
hat tandems at the mike. 

“We're like two guys at the 
end of the bar just chatting 
about the game,” suggests Har- 
rison, and obviously that ap- 
proach contributed to the Bafta 
gong, which was collected at 
the black-tie awards ceremony 
by the rugby producer and 
match director Martin Tomer, 
hbnsdfyouthftd enough but ac- 
tually the most senior produoer 
in Sky's empire, having joined 
at the satellite channel’s birth 
in 1984. 

I REMAIN convinced that 
half rugby's players still 
don’t quite understand the 
modem game let alone its 
rules (In England's case last 
Saturday, all 15 of them) and 
Just bellyflop In, see what the 
ref might came up with, and 
then adapt or muddle through 
accordingly. The same might 1 
have gone for commentators, 
so the appointment of Barnes 
and his kno w-all rgr tatnrtus 

was inspired. 

'The gams Stuart enthuses 
about at the mike Is the very 
one he aspired to when he was 
so recently the best fly-half in 
Britain.” Turner says. “As a 
player he was an intellect and 

innovator, and the huge ad- 
vantage he gives us now Is that 
he totally understands the 


revolutionary modem game 
as being a brand new concept 
because be was its prophet 
and disciple in the first place.” 
Most tabulated stats on out- 
side-broadcast transmissions 
are phooey , but Turner’s inno- 
vative “players' index” is 
compelling. The full tape of 
every Test the world over and 
each English Premiership 
One match Is watched at least 
three times and scrupulously 
combed to log 16 different 
match actions by each player. 

tackle count yardage gained, 
turnovers and so on. 

H has proved, for instance, 
how the tackle count ofEng- 
land’s flanker Richard Hill is a 
phenomenal one; how the ban- 
carrying yardage oTWaipe' Sa- 
moan hooker — hooker! — 
Leota shows up everyone else; 
how the hitherto unconsidered 
Budge Pocntney of Northamp- 
ton had a work-rale graph on 
Sky so high that the Scotland 
selectors bad to act an it. 

“Clive Woodward demands a 
weekly copy of our index,” 
says Turner. “Ifhe’s been 
watching a prop one Saturday, 
he can still che<± on how 

many Accent tafjclpq him pro. 

spective centres might have 
potto, or not" 

As rnrs head of outside 
broadcasts. Turner’s late 
father Grahams won a famous 
Bafta for his coverage ofWin- 
stnn CharchlU’s funeral In 
19G>. It Is heartening, even In 

w nmethinp ag ir mndane 

rugby commentary, how a 
new generation leaps so 
refreshingly to a brighter 
meridian. 


Guardian Crossword No 21,442 


Set by Logodaedalus 



3 Reprimand blue-eyed boy • 
lying under vehicle (5) 

4,19 Beauty makes you hobble 
and feel tall (5,2,3 ,4) 

3 A wet roof will ruin boots and 
shoes (8) 

6 High regard for perhaps one 
to three employed in routine 
tasks (KJ) 

7 Cry for black specs and hard 

specs (3-3) 

13 Her toe dislocated. 

promiscuous woman wffl 
fottow another's belief (IQ) 

16 Quaker, haff-ethbraoed by 
Bise, wffl find this level (8) 

18 Real dodo found In mythical 
city (2,6) 

19 See 4 

Sound of sailor locked in 


22 Artist's material unveiled by a 
crony (6) 

24 Nearly a thousand pounds for 
mum’s mum (4) 


Across 

8 Handle to insulate h iron 
body (8) 

8 Casual task for eccentric 
peWach(3,3) 

10 Pun Ishm ant for friends wf» 
take the wrong turning (4) 

11 Gas burner provides one 
chance when in jam (5 ,5) 

12 Vary fresh wine, peppery (3-3) 

14 Businessman presents 
entertainment, the reverse of 
rubbish (S) 

18,17 Sffly accomplishment, 
getting moisture to break up 
her garden plot (7-7) 


20 Qua% of how a swot might 
work is more than quantity (S) 

22 Can a lawman keep order 
here? (6) 

23 Rickety car in bad lane, 

needing tots of lights (10) 

24 The beginning of Danger Man 

W 

28 Small and no longer small 
faky to go round bends (6) 

26 Da Vinci about to divide King 
and Party (8) 

Down 


1 Sweetheart? (5-3) 

2 Glance up and down (4) 
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION 21,441 


B * 1 Stuok7 Then call our solutions Hm 
on 0801 338 238. Carts cost 50p 
par mlnuw at an times. Service sup- 
pAed by ATS 


| UK business 
travellers 
flying within 
Europe just 
announced 
their choice for 
Best Airline*. 
Many thanks. 


Solution tomorrow 
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